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Hazrat Shaikh Abul Jannaab Najm-ud-deen Ahmad al- Kubra rahmatullāhi 
alaihi :​

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 



 

 

Alqaab :​
‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾​
Shaikh e Wali taraash (Sculptor of Saints), Taamatul kubra. 

****************​
Aap ki wilaadat 540 Hijri (1145 A.D.) me Khwarazm (Turkmenistan) me hui. 

Aap ke waalid ka naam Umar bin Muhammad hai. 

****************​
Aap ne Qur’an aur Kalaam ki ta’aleem haasil ki.​
Aap ne Iran aur phir Misr jaakar Hadeeṡ ki ta’aleem haasil ki.​
Aap ne Hazrat Allama Abul Ma’ali Faraadi Nishapuri, Haafiz Abul Ula aur 
Imaam Abu Taahir Salfi Misri se ta’aleem haasil ki. 

****************​
Ek arsa tak Aap ki dilchaspi Uloome zaahiri aur Dars o tadrees tak 



 

mahdood thi. Ek martaba Aap Tabriz me muqeem the tab Hazrat 
Muhiy-us-Sunnah Imaam Baghawi rahmatullāhi alaihi ke ek shaagird se 
Imaam Mausuf ki kitaab ‘Sharhus Sunnah’ padh rahe the ke ittefaaq se 
Hazrat Baaba Farj Tabrizi rahmatullāhi alaihi darsgaah ki taraf se nikle aur 
ek bharpur nigaah Aap par daali.​
Us nigahe faiz ne Aap ke dil ka aalam badal diya. Aap Baaba Farj Tabrizi ki 
khaanqaah shareef me haazir hue aur Hazrat ki khidmat me Uloome 
baatini ki ta’aleem haasil ki. Harzat ne apna Khirqa mubarak pehnaaya. 
Phir Aap raahe Sulook par aage badhte rahe. 

Misr (Egypt) me Aap ne Hazrat Baaba Farj Tabrizi rahmatullāhi alaihi, 
Hazrat Moeen-us-Sunnah Shaikh Ruzbihan Yamaan Kabeer al-Wazzan 
Suharwardi Misri rahmatullāhi alaihi, Hazrat Ismāeel al-Qasri rahmatullāhi 
alaihi aur Hazrat Ibrāheem Kurdi rahmatullāhi alaihi se Tasawwuf ki 
ta’aleem haasil ki. 

Phir Hazart Ismāeel al-Qasri ke rahmatullāhi alaihi mashware par Hazrat 
Shaikh Zia-ud-deen Ammaar bin Yaasir al-Bitlisi rahmatullāhi alaihi ke 
mureed hue aur apne peer ke wisaal ke baad Aap Misr waapas aaye. 

Aap ne Hazrat Ghauṡe aazam Shaikh Sayyed Abdul Qaadir Jeelaani 
radiy-Allāhu ta’ala anhu aur Hazrat Shaikh Zia-ud-deen Abul Najeeb 
Suharwardi rahmatullāhi alaihi se bhi faiz haasil kiya. 

********************​
Shaikh Ruzbihan al-Misri ke mashware par Aap ne nikaah kiya. 

Aap ke saahabzaade Hazrat Baaba Mufrah rahmatullāhi alaihi hain. 

****************​
Phir 582 Hijri (1185 A.D.) me Khwarazm waapas aaye aur ta’aleem e deen 
karte rahe. 



 

****************​
Tasannif :​
‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾​
Aap ki mash’hoor kitaaben : 

(1) Fawaatih-ul-Jamaal wa fawaatih-ul-Jalaal​
(2) Usool-ul-Ashrah​
(3) Risaalat al-kha’if al-ha’im min lawmaat al-la’im.​
(4) Fi Adab al-saalikeen​
(5) Taweelaat-ul-Najmiyah​
(6) Adab al-suluk ila Hazrat Malik-ul-Mulook. 

****************​
Aap ne apne shaagirdo ko bhi apni ta’aleem aur faiz se aala darje ke Wali 
e kaamil banaaye. Is liye Aap ka laqab ‘Shaikh e Wali taraash (Sculptor of 
Saints)’ hai. 

Ek martaba ek Saudagar Aap ki khaanqaah shareef me haazir hua. Aap 
par us waqt khushi kaifiyat taari thi. Aap ne us Saudagar par ek nigaahe 
kimiya asar daali aur martaba e Wilaayat ataa farma kar puchha ke ‘Kis 
mulk se aaye ho?’ Us ne mulk ka naam bataaya. Aap ne use Ijaazat 
naama likh kar diya aur farmaaya ke “Jaao! tumhe us mulk ka Qutbul 
irshaad muqarrar kiya.” 

****************​
Karaamat :​
‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾​
(1) Ek din Aap apne saathiyo ke saath baithe hue the. Ek baaz hawa me ek 
faakhta ka pichha kar raha tha. Achaanak Hazrat ki nazar us faakhta par 
padi. Foran faakhta pichhe palti aur baaz ko pakad kar Aap ke qadmo me 
la phenka. 



 

(2) Ek din Aap ki majlis me Ashaabe Kahaf ke baare me guftagu ho rahi thi. 
Aap ke ek mureed ke dil me khayaal paida hua ke Ummate Muhamamdi 
me bhi koi aisa shakhs hai jis ki sohbat se Kutta faizyaab ho jaaye? 

Aap ne us mureed ke dil ki baat ma’aloom kar li aur Khaanqaah ke 
darwaaze par jaa kar khade ho gaye. Waha se ek Kutta guzra. Aap ne us 
Kutte par nazar daali to wo usi waqt mutahayyar wa bekhud ho gaya aur 
Shaher se baahar qabrastan me jaa kar muqeem ho gaya aur wo apna sar 
hamesha zameen par ragadta rehta tha.​
Wo Kutta jaha jaata 50-60 kutte us ke aas paas jama hokar halqa bana lete 
aur Adab o ehtaraam ke saath us ke saamne khade rehte.​
Kuchh arse baad us kutte ka inteqaal hua to Hazrat ne farmaaya ke ‘Is ko 
dafn kar do.’ 

****************​
Aap Hazrat Shaikh Zia-ud-deen Ammaar bin Yaasir al-Bitlisi rahmatullāhi 
alaihi ke mureed aur Khalifa hain.​
Aap ko Hazrat Ismāeel al-Qasri rahmatullāhi alaihi se bhi (Kumailiya silsila) 
ki khilaafat mili hai. 

Aap se ‘Suharwardi Kubrawiya’ silsila jaari hai. 

Aap ke khulfa :​
(1) Shaikh Sa’ad-ud-deen Mohammad Hamuwayi rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(2) Shaikh Razi-ud-deen Ali ibn Laala Ghaznawi rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(3) Shaikh Majd-ud-deen Ahmad Baghdadi rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(4) Shaikh Najm-ud-deen Abdullāh Razi rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(5) Shaikh Saif-ud-deen Abul Ma’ali Sa’ad Bakharzi rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(6) Shaikh Baha-ud-deen Walad ibn Husain rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(7) Shaikh Baaba Kamaal Khanjari Jundi rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(8) Shaikh Ain-ul-zamaan Jamaal-ud-deen Gili rahmatullāhi alaihi,​
(9) Shaikh Mas’ood-ud-deen Hamawi rahmatullāhi alaihi. 



 

****************​
618 Hirji (1221 A.D.) me Mongol (Taataari) lashkar ne Khwarazm par hamla 
kiya tab Aap Islaam aur watan ki hifaazat ke liye jung ke liye tayyaar hue. 
Mongol lashkar ne Aap se kaha ke agar aap jung karne ke liye na aaye to 
wo aap ko chhod denge. Magar Aap na maane aur bahaaduri se jung karte 
hue shaheed ho gaye. 

****************​
Aap ka wisaal 10 Jamaadi ul awwal 618 Hirji (1221 A.D.) ko hua. 

Aap ka mazaar Urgench, Khwarazm (Turkmenistan) me hai. 

****************​
ALLĀH ta’ala us ke Habeeb sallallāhu alaihi wa sallam ke sadqe me​
Aur Hazrat Shaikh Najm-ud-deen Ahmad al- Kubra rahmatullāhi alaihi aur 
tamaam Auliya Allāh aur ke waseele se​
Sab ko mukammal ishq e Rasool ata farmae aur Sab ke Eimaan ki hifaazat 
farmae aur Sab ko nek amal karne ki taufiq ata farmae.​
Aur Sab ko dunya wa aakhirat me kaamyaabi ata farmae aur Sab ki nek 
jaa’iz muraado ko puri farmae.​
Aameen. 

  

  

  

Born in 540/1145 in Konye-Urgench, Najmuddin Kubra began his career as 
a scholar of hadith and kalam. His interest in Sufism began in Egypt where 
he became a murid of Ruzbihan Baqli, who was an initiate of the Uwaisi. 



 

After years of study, he abandoned his exploration of the religious sciences 
and devoted himself entirely to the Sufi way of life. 

Sufi sheikh Zia al-Din-‘Ammar Bitlisi was Kubra’s teacher, who tried to 
present Sufi thought in a new way to provide contemplation and influence 
for the reader.After receiving his khirka, Kubra gained a large following of 

gnostics and writers on Sufism. 

Because his followers were predominantly Sufi writers and gnostics, Kubra 
was given the title “manufacturer of saints” (in Persian: vali tarash) and his 

order was named the Kubrawiya.[4] 

Kubra’s main body of works concerns the analysis of the visionary 
experience. He wrote numerous important works discussing the visionary 
experience, including a Sufi commentary on the Quran that he was unable 
to complete due to his death in 618/1221. Kubra died during the Mongol 
invasion and genocide after refusing to leave his city, where he fought in 

hand-to-hand combat against the Mongols. 

Overall, Kubra is remembered as a pioneer of the Sufi tradition and 
explanation of spiritual visionary experiences. Kubra’s work spread 

throughout the Middle East and Central Asia where it flourished for many 
years, until it gradually was taken over by other similar more popular 

ideologies and Sufi leaders. 

Location 

The Najm al-Din Kubra mausoleum is located in the centre of Kunya 
Urgench, just south of the Khan-yab canal. It is built in a pretty little walled 
courtyard with spreading trees located in the centre of a large open area 

just west of the Dash mosque and medresseh, which today houses a small 
local museum. The courtyard also contains the mausoleum of Sultan Ali. 



 

 

Satellite image of the Dash mosque and medresseh on the right and the walled 
courtyard on the left. 

The Najm al-Din Kubra mausoleum lies to the south of the smaller Sultan Ali 
mausoleum. Image courtesy of Google Earth. 

Najm ad-Din Kubra mausoleum 

The mausoleum of Najm ad-Din Kubra is oriented north-south with its 
entrance on the northern side. The building is dominated by a 12 metre 
high portal or pishtaq, whose doors open into a small twin-domed entry 

vestibule, flanked on each side with square rooms. The latter have a single 
domed ceiling and their own separate entry doors on each side of the 

central portal. The entry vestibule leads into the main burial chamber, which 
has squinches in each of the four upper corners and is roofed with a large 
open octagonal drum. The walls are decorated with large arched niches. 

The whole interior is illuminated by small screened windows set in the walls 
as well as in the domes of the roof. 



 

 

The Najm al-Din mausoleum. Note the restored roof domes and two side 
rooms. 

The burial chamber contains the rectangular double sarcophagus of Najm 
al-Din Kubra in its north-western corner, next to a smaller rectangular 

shrine. Legend has it that Kubra was beheaded by the Mongols during the 
conquest of Gurganj and that one sarcophagus contains his body and the 

other his head. From the evidence of old photographs it seems that the 
sarcophagus was originally covered with blue glazed tiles and inscriptions. 
Today all that remains are the words El Mulku-lillah meaning “all things are 

God’s”. 



 

 

The Najm al-Din mausoleum, facing the Sultan Ali mausoleum. 

There are similarities to the mausoleum of the Nakshbandi Sufi khoja Sayid 
‘Ala ad-Din at nearby Khiva. His tomb, which was built around 1340 and 

restored in the 1990s, is decorated with blue, green and turquoise majolica 
tiles. It is one of the oldest buildings in the Ichan qala. 



 

 

 



 

 

The tiled portal of the Najm al-Din Kubra mausoleum. 

The Najm ad-Din Kubra mausoleum was constructed from thin yellow fired 
bricks and the domed roofs are rounded on the outside. The portal is in a 

bad state of disrepair, with much of the brickwork covered in cracked 
cement render. Apparently the monument was partly restored in 1950 

following the collapse of the central dome. Much of the original blue glazed 
tile work on the portal is missing. The two rows of tiles decorated with Kufic 

script along the top of the portal apparently praise Qutlugh Timur, the 
governor of Golden Horde Khorezm from 1321 to 1333, who patronized the 

building of the mausoleum. The facing of the portal around the arched 
entrance was once covered with simple hexagonal tiles, only the top rows 

of which remain. The best preserved tile work is over and around the 
replica wooden entrance door. The original doors are kept inside the 

mausoleum. 



 

 

Drawing of the Najm al-Din mausoleum by I. I. Notkin, 1959. 

Najm al-din Kubra was born in Khiva in 1145, when the Qipchaq armies of 
Khorezm ruled over a large part of western Central Asia. After his basic 
education in Islam he moved to Dizful in western Persia to continue his 

religious studies. After the death of his second teacher he moved to Egypt 
to continue his education and to become a religious teacher. During his 

stay he married the daughter of his own religious instructor. He seems to 
have returned to Khorezm at some time between 1185 and 1190, 

establishing his own school of Sufi mysticism, which became known as the 
Kubra order. 



 

 

Decorative tilework around the main door. 

Najm ad-Din Kubra helped Khorezm become one of the major centres of 
Sufism during the 12th to the 14th centuries. Sufism is a mystical, spiritual 
and emotional branch of Islam, which aims for its adherents to reach God 

through personal meditation and secret recitation. The Sufi movement 
originally developed in Iraq and Syria in the early 9th century before 

spreading into western Central Asia. The movement’s name derives from 
suf, meaning wool, since the Sufis wore simple cloaks made from coarse 
wool. Najm ad-Din Kubra taught his pupils that they must become more 
Godly by personally undertaking a series of ascetic practices involving 

fasting, prayer and silent meditation under the supervision of a master. In 
time the pupil would progress from one spiritual stage to another, each 
symbolized by different colours; black corresponded to the lowest stage 

and green to the highest. 



 

 

Glazed tilework panel on the side of the entrance doorway. 

Najm al-Din Kubra wrote extensively and seven of his books and 24 of his 
poems survive to this day. His most important book was Fawatih al-Jamal 
wa fawatih al-jalal, or the “Aromas of Beauty and Preambles of Majesty”, 

where he recorded his own personal visionary experiences along with 
detailed guidance for students of his Sufi doctrine. In this book he 

described the details of the coloured lights and spots that appear when a 
novice undergoes spiritual training and how even the act of breathing 

expresses obedience to God, since the sound of exhalation and inhalation 
– “ha” – signifies Allah. His brand of Sufism, which became known as the 
Kubrawiyyah Order, was rapidly introduced to Persia, Afghanistan, India 

and China. 



 

At the time of Chinggis Khan’s invasion of Khorezm in 1221, Najm ad-Din 
Kubra was already 75 years old. Legend has it that the Mongols offered 

him the chance to surrender before the siege of Gurganj. He refused and 
fought alongside his fellow Khorezmians, only to be beheaded after its 

conquest. 

His mausoleum was constructed over one hundred years later under the 
orders of Qutlugh Timur (a name meaning “blessed iron”), who had been 
appointed governor of Khorezm by Sultan Uzbeg, the ruler of the Golden 
Horde. Qutlugh Timur happened to be the son of Uzbeg’s maternal aunt. 

It is not clear whether the mausoleum truly does contain the remains of 
Najm ad-Din Kubra. Nevertheless it still remains the most holy place in the 

Kunya Urgench region and attracts many local pilgrims. 

Sultan Ali mausoleum 

Just opposite the Najm ad-Din Kubra mausoleum is a later 16th century 
mausoleum built for Ali Khan, who was commonly called Sultan Ali. He was 

the son of the Khorezmian ruler Avanesh Khan (1535-38) and was 
appointed governor of Urgench (Kunya Urgench, not modern day Urgench) 
by the later Aqatay Khan (1548-1556). Aqatay Khan was one of Avanesh 

Khan’s younger brothers. 



 

 

The Sultan Ali mausoleum. 

Sultan Ali was visited by the English merchant Anthony Jenkinson when he 
travelled through Urgench in 1558. This was a time of an intense power 
struggle between the ruling families of Khorezm. Jenkinson noted that 

although one of them had the name of king or Khan: 

” … he is little obeyed saving in his own dominion, and where he dwelleth: 
for every one will be king of his own portion, and one brother will seeketh 
always to destroy another, having no natural love among them, by reason 

that they are begotten of divers women, and commonly they are the 
children of slaves, either Christian or Gentiles, which the father doeth keep 

as concubines, and every Khan and Sultan hath at least 4 or 5 wives, 
besides young maidens and boys, living most viciously …” 

Urgench was essentially in the middle of a civil war and Jenkinson 
observed that the town had been won and lost four times within the past 

seven years! 



 

The Sultan Ali mausoleum was built in the 1580s. It is a miniature copy of 
the Tura beg Khanum mausoleum, located on the edge of the ruins of 
Urgench just south of Kunya Urgench. However unlike the original, the 

copy has been built in simple yellow fired brick and has no decorative tile 
work whatsoever. This lack of decoration was probably a sign of the times. 

All of Khorezm’s master craftsmen had been long ago enslaved by Amir 
Timur and marched off to build the palaces, mosques and medressehs of 

Samarkand and Shahr-i Sabz. 

Dash mosque and medressah 

The Dash mosque and medresseh is just a minute’s walk away from the 
mausoleums of Najm ad-Din Kubra and Sultan Ali. It was built in 1908 and 
consists of a number of domed cells with doors overlooking a courtyard. 

Today it houses the local Kunya Urgench museum and is well worth a visit 
although there is a small admission charge. The museum contains various 

archaeological finds from the sites of Kunya Urgench, including some 
interesting examples of 12th century and Golden Horde tiles and ceramics 

and information on some of the monumental qalas in the surrounding 
region. Look out for the blue polished vase excavated from the Sultan 

Tekesh mausoleum that contained a horde of 500 silver coins. 



 

 

The horde of silver coins. 
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