THE MERCIFUL MESSENGER OF ALLAH
SEERAH OF THE PROPHET 2 °

Fr*;-'f rl:" il 1'Ffl ¥

'.‘-!{.'*.#_'.' : .f P

tEYRRETEEY o ; '
= rae e YrE R Ren sk ELEER S

Pl e
B



Marfat.com




WoI Jelde |

PMATIIMMD 2

A

THE MERCIFUL MESSENGER OF ALLAH
THE MERCY FORTHE UNIVERSE




pln, g L

ram e e J——— et T

Marfat.com



THE MERCIFUL MESSENGER OF ALLAH
SEERAR OF THE PROPHET ...
CALL RIGHTS RESERVED IN FAVOUR OF THE AUTHOR & PUBTISHTR

MAHEIMMAP 2o

w eF

i a ¥
‘-))/

'hl

\¢

ABDULHAMID QADRI
12 RABI AL-AWWAL, 1431
(25 FEBRUARY 2010

al-galam pubbshers

o™

|.S.B.N 978-969-9358-02-9

AL-QALAM PUBLISHERS
algalampublishers(@gmail.com

Marfat.com



MUHAMPMAD 2

é9

\¢

vOTTOR ABDUL HAMEED QADRI

SN R AL-OALAM PUBLISHERS ( algalampublisherstczgmail.com)
Contact Number : 0321-9458546

S sECHNTDAND EDITED BY AWAIS HAMEED QADRI

M A Printers Umar Park Band Road Lahore.
Contact Number ; 0300-4327563

CEAR February 2013

>

Khan Book Company 3 - Court Street Lower Mall Lahore.
Contact Number : 042-37325463

Darul llam Darbar Market Ganj Bakhsh Road Lahore.
Contact Number : 042-37110341

Oirtaas Office # 2 First Floor Usman Plaza Block 13 B
Gulshan-e-Igbal Karachi (021-34822480

Marfat.com



Marfat.com



WO Jelie A

Yerily, therve has come unto you a Messenger
(rom amongst yourselves. It grieves him to see

vou 11N adgony. He is anxious over you oY YOUY
\f HOHY

-

deliverance; for the Believers he is Comforter,

Kind and Mevciful.

(At-Taubah 128).
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Sreface

\ilons of man-hours have been spent throughout the ages. and this will continue to the end of times, by lovers, sympathizers, critics,
L orans, and the so-called objective arientalists. to write about the life (Seerah) of the Prophet of Islam Hazrat Muhammad Rasulallah 4. Then
W rite another brography? Why should one cead about him? The answer is very simple. Addressing the Holy Prophet a2, Allah % says in the Holy
tjlﬁ;m Ao rell vou the stories of the Messengers, in order (o make your heart firm.”” As is correctly said, 'belief’ lies in the core of the heart. Tobe a
aovfoct heliever one has not only to believe in the prophethood of Muhammad =, but also to emulate his conduct and behavior as the best human
o andta lov e hin more than anybody and anything 1 one's life. Itis, therefore, necessary that we should know, as much as possible, about the life-

Cou erihe Hoh Prophet sz, think about hus glorious work and achievements, and try to follow his sublime example. Knowing details about his
low ane'sheart firm in faith and beltet,

oot e o thrs small hook 1s. however. very limited with no claim whatsoever to scholarship. The only objective 1s to sketch n broad
L character of Prophet Muhammad g to provide the readers, especially the English speaking students, with basic but authentic
v yohiey ements, [nno wav it is intended to be a comprehensive biography, nor should, honestly speaking any endeavour of this
oanen o completeness. Therefore, this work just aims at providing the young students with a basis for further and extended

o advanced vears of their studies. Another aim of the book is to place the biographical sketch of Prophet Muhammad #% in the

<o lands where Islam is Iittle read and hardly understood to enable them understand his mission and achievements 1n

Iraphet = Allah % says in the Qur'an: [ Say: O people! [ am sent to vou all, as the Messenger of Allah, to Whom

ovens and the earth: there is no god but He: it is He that gives both life and death. So believe in Allah and His

S ehet who helieves in Allah and His Words and follow him so that you may be guided. With no school-learning

“ ket was blessed with Divine Knowledge through which he turned out to be the best 'Educator’ for the world. Making

i virues and piety in all walks of life, Allah $& says: Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah s a beautiful and the
. .nduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages much in the praise of Allah.

10
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At another place in the Quran, Allah $ further says: “Now hath come unto you Light from Allah and a plain Scripture.” As Mushms. we al]
deeply love our Prophet 4 as it is through him that Allah has rescued us trom the darkness of Ignorance to the light of the Right Path. Itis thus natural

for Muslims to instill in their hearts deep love and reverence for the Holy Prophet 4, as not only 1s he our guiding light and ideal in all walks of lite.
but in bringing the sublime message of Allah ¥ to us he 1s the savior of our souls.

[t would be great ingratitude on my partif [ fail to express my sincere thanks tomy grand kids hiving in Great Britain whose keen interes o
long telephone calls and questions prompted me to write this small book. My special thanks are for my daughter whose long discussions om0

of the Messenger of Allah &' and assistance made the completion of this work possible. May Allah the Almighty 22 bless herwith b
blessings!

Abdul Hamid Qadri
Medinah AI-Munawwara
12 Rabi al-Awwal, 1431 A.H.

17




-S nfrocuction

\illions are born every day. Of them only
1 tow are destined to be great. The rest lead their
lives and pass away without leaving lasting
memories behind. [f ever we count the great ones
from carly times. we find that only a numbered
few could emerge as great persons in the real
wense of the word. Of them some were renowned
ax ureat rulers. some as conquerors, SoIme as
~ilators or administrators, some as scholars or
- .ophers. and some as opinion leaders; while
~rew ofthem were chosen by God to be His
o and Messengers to mankind who have
- iihe world in one form or another.

Cne Prophets, some were accepted
- hile others were rejected and
~oaiet preached the same divine

sism - the Oneness and Unity of
worship of One God - and
e moral and social code for
. With the passage of time,
-¢ who had heeded the call of
o superstitions and lost sight
a0 Almighty God. Some even

Marfat.com
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started worshipping deities made by their own
hands and some took their prophets as deities,
while others started worshipping planets and
forces of nature, such as the Sun, Moon, clouds
and anything that they thought would benefit
them. Ancient scriptures around the world
mention names of some famous Prophets but a
complete list has never been available. The Bible
mentions only a few, twenty-six of whom have
been mentioned in the Quran as well. Faith 1n
previous prophets and the scriptures 1s
fundamental to the Muslim faith just because the
message of Islam is a continuation of the
monotheistic message preached by earher
prophets.

Many of the prominent Prophets and
Messengers (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon them all) whose tgachings have come down
to us in one form or another, besides preaching
the True Religion of the Creator, did, however,
make a specific mention of a prophecy that the
line of prophets would end with advent ot the
chief of all the prophets whose message would
stay with mankind forever. Such prophecies are
found in the scriptures of almost all the religions,
such as the Bible, the Hindu Vedas and Puranas,




the Buddhist Shastars or the
Zoroastrian Avestas, and even in
the Dead Sea Scrolls of the
community of Qumran that
had hived thousands of
years ago. Each of )
these scriptures had |
made a specific
mention of the
coming of the
Comforter and
the Deliverer of
Mankind, the
most praised one
and the loveliest,
at a particular
point in time: for
example, the

Gospels mentioned (p
Periklytos, and the %

‘Mahamad' and the 'Kalki Avatar’
while the Zoroastrians await the

arrival of 'Mercy for the
entire Universe'.

The religious scenaric
at the tume ot he
birth ot Proasi

P

» Muhanim
o be iy

Old Testament

_ Y by | S
mentioned o ¢ culo

Buddhist scriptures
mentioned 'Maitreya’, the
Hindu books prophesied for

religion thei.
the Jews were o0
one land to another 111 -
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Jdvent of their awaited Messial, Such were the times when in the heart of

yeace and
f.::epaxmll}' after the Babylonians had pulled ther Makkah there appeared the most—awaited
chietftemple to the ground. Christianity had had a Prophet who was born as an orphan 1n the noblest
eck start and  tlourished only after King house of the famous Quraish tribe. This orphan,
Constantine  cembraced and reformed this named Muhammad =, who was born in a remote
olicion. It was weakened by the strife between town geographically cut off from the rest of the
he Catholics and the Eastern Church. Similarly, then civilized world, was destined to lead the
the tire of Yuzdan lit in Zoroastrian temples was world to the straight path of the Unity of
Alicrine. Buddhism had been expelled from Godhead. He succeeded not only in terms of
RN ‘:wfihchcgcmon}f of Brahmans who fell into restoring belief 1n One God, but, through his
opotsuperstitions and nature worship. Greek sublime conduct, has influenced a large segment
Cahers o had tailed to provide an of human beings who cherish to emulate his

wolution to the tlls suffered by humamty. example in all walks of their lives.

v ihe same tme. the descendants of
~nd Ismail e who had built the
o, o worshipping One Tue God.
~»m Makkah by the Yemenite

. weulptured hundreds of 1dols

. the holy Ka'ba. Although n
“arophets had come to guide
iosts, almost six centuries

. hut none had been sent by
e the religion 1 ats pure
b the worship of One

~orld was vearning for
LU,

14
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n ancient times Makkah was a barren
waterless piece of land formed of dry
volcanic lava surrounded by dry but lofty
mountatn ranges. No human being had ever dared
settle there because of hostile terrain and absence
of means of living. It is mentioned in the Torah as
the area in the desert where Hagar (Islamic
Hajar) was left by her husband Abraham (Islamic
Ibrahim ¥&)), upon him be peace, to live with her
son Ishmael (Islamic Ismail %) under divine
will. This happened circa 1850 B.C. After
Ibrahim se8ileft the mother and the child in
desolation Hajar went atop a nearby hill in search
of water. She wailed and desperately ran between
two nearby hills but could not find any sign of
water. Despairingly she returned to her child who
was crying and stamping the ground with his feet.

To her surprise, she found pure drinkable water
gushing out of the rocky eround at his feet. This
miraculous spring came to be known as Zam =
and 1t exists even today. Millions ()fp].nrims who
visit Makkah every year not only drink the <o
and pure water of Zamzam but they take ¢ ?; 5
of 1t back to their countries for their famibo .
friends.

It 15 stated the Oui'an.
weleft Hajar and Ismail = v 10
when Ibrahim %% visited his 1 -
found himself sacrificing hi,
of God. As a Prophet of (5.
his dream by sacrificing h'
name of Allah. However, A1
substituted for [smat] = 1t
Yk butlt a house for wors
Ka'ba and established rituaiv o
valley in which the Ka'aba v
as Bakka, whichi in time cavv o
Makkah. When Ibrahim = oo
building of the Holy Ka'aba. he pia o
2%: "Our Lord! Send amonust thew a vie

15
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of their own, who shall rehearse Thy Signs to Arabia where people came to trade and perform

them and instruct them 1n scripture and wisdom, pilgrimage. It became a city of peace. The
and sanctify them: For Thou art the Exalted 1n descendants of Ismail remained trustees of
Might, the Wise." Ka'aba,the House of Allah.

The OId Testament narrates: “The | o
came from Sinal and dawned over them (o
Scir; He shone forth from Mount Para t0
prophecy refers to the prophethooid
personalitics: Moses e, oo
Muhammad s respectively. Sin

Lawhere the Prophet Moses - b
:." " speak to God and received the -

L . g in Palestine, 1s where Prophic: -

Ismail %5 and his % / ¥ Divine Revelation. In a u;:a Con

descendants were the first 7 the Quran the last testamont i -

arabs to settle there. He married a lady from the when Gabriel (Islamic ./ifi . -

Yemeni tribe of Banu Jurham and they were

blessed with twelve sons, the first of whom was

first revelation to Prophet 1.,

Nebioth and the second one Kedar. While ~‘‘lah2s.Paranisamountary

Nebioth shifted northwards, Kedar and his is mentioned in the Torah as un o

descendants settled and thrived in the northern where Hajar was left by her hust o

Arabia, especially in Makkah. The religious to live with her son Ismail wo. o

importance of Ka'ba made Makkah the center of Zamzam had appeared in 1t. As 1s staicdc
17
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in the Qur'an, Ibrahim & left Hagar and Ismail
%) in the valley of Makkah, which was then an
uninhabited place within the mountain ranges of
Paran. The Quran tells us that the first ever temple
exclusively devoted to the worship ot God was
built at this place. Prophet Muhammad . 1s the
descendant of the great Prophets Ibrahim 4= and
his son Ismail s=&, Muhammad 1s mentioned by
name in the Song of Solomon. The Hebrew word
used there 1s Mahamadiym. The last letters, the
suffix 'IYM' means a plural and 1s used as a mark
of respect, majesty and grandeur. Minus "iym",
the name would have been 'Muhammud' which 1s
translated as "altogether lovely" 1n the
Authorized Version of the Bible. In Arabic
'MUHAMMAD' means '"The Praised One' or 'the
one worthy of Praise' (Peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him)!

19
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A Brief Sketch of the Early Life of the Holy Prophet s

His Forefathers:

he Qureshites, the family of the Messenger

of Allah s, was held in high esteem even

betfore the advent of Islam. Even though
there was no hard and fast type of political set up
in Makkah those, such as a kingdom. yet all
political affairs were looked after by the
influential group of the Qureshites. Thus the
forefathers of the Messenger of Allah . were
considered among the elites of the city. In Muslim
we tind a Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah
+ has said: “Allah purified and chose Kinana out
of all descendants of Ismail and He chose Quraish
from among children of Kinana and He chose
from Quraish, Banu Hashim, and He chose from
amongst Banu Hashim, me.” Therefore, from his
lineage he was the very best of the best of the best.

21

When Mughaira bin Shu'ba - . took the
letter of the Messenger of Allah - to the Sassanid
Emperor, Yazdgard, he said about the Belove
Prophet sz .. Allah sent to us a person whon we
knew well. We know his lincage. we know his
face, we know his birth. his land is the e
sacred of all lands, his ancestors were the .
all ourancestors, his house (houscheld )i
of all our houscholds. his tribe iy (b
tribes, and he himselfasaperson ot

One of the grandfathers ¢t
of Allah » was Qusay. the one vt
the Quraish for a long time
Nadwa (the first public hir
elders to decide matters of i
grandfather, Hashim. wus -
food and water to the piluri,

made trade agreements wiii: -

as well as with the Persia
negotiating safe passage oi o
caravans — a step that lareois
boosting of the trade ties with i
states. Bemng descendants of (-
forefathers held the custodianshn:

Ka'aba. His 1mmediate crandiaihe.




\uttalib. was the one responsible tor digging the
woll of Zamzam to otter water 10 the Arabs. In
wddiiion he was the one to stop Abraha when he
~ame to conquer Makkah.

Abdul Muttalib son of Hashim was head of
the  Hashemite clan of  the Ouraish — the
Joseendants of Prophet Ismail ~esf son of Prophet
(i e and was held in high esteem by all
odonis of Makkah, God had blessed Abdul
- with eleven sons. among them
T hesides four daughters, but he loved
~aduliah more than anybody else. He was

i outstanding features and qualities. It
- arkness his torehead used to shine
o0 light came forth to hght up
et hime When he became young

dies vied with one another to

~ st as he was, he did not agree

‘W the other hand, Abdul

1o for a bride for his son who

-4 chastity. He came to know

ot Wahb. from Banu Zahra

od jorher picty. The people ot
- Jdescendants of Zahra the
Ousa't the great grandfather of

. . -]
| i1
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the Holy Prophet «. He visited the lady's parents
and asked for her hand for his son and the
proposal was readily accepted. Thus Abdullah
married Amina & . According to the custom of the
times, the couple stayed in Amina's house for the
first three days. Thereafter, the couple started

their new life in a small house. The light of
Prophethood on Abdullah’s forehead was
transferred to lady Amina .

Abdullah was a merchant and used to lead
caravans to business centers in and around the
Arabian Peninsula. After a few months of his
marriage, he left for Ghazza with his
merchandise. On the way back, he stayed at
Yathrib (now called Medinah) to visit his
maternal uncles (Banu Najjar). There he fell sick
and his caravan returned without him to inform
his father of his illness. Abdul Muttalib sent his
son Al-Harith to bring him back but when he
reached there he found that Abdullah had died a
month after the departure of the caravan and had
been buried there. Al-Harith brought the sad
news. among others, to Amina s who was then
expecting a child — a child who could never see
his father's care and affection but was destined to

[35( 67




be the Last Messenger of God. Prophet
Muhammad s was born six months after the
death of his father and was thus an orphan — a
gifted orphan whom Allah Y took into His own
care — a fact mentioned in the Quran as “Alam
Yajidka Yateeman fawa! (Did We not find you an
orphan and took care of you?)

The Attack on Makkah:

Makkah had become the hub and center of
trade 1n the area. Besides, people visited this holy
city for pilgrimage which gave it additional
prestige and power. Jealous of this socio-
religious significance of Makkah the then
Abyssinian viceroy for Yemen, namely Abraha
Al-Arsham, built a temple at Sana'a to rival the
Ka'aba at Makkah and started forcing Arabs to
visit 1t for pilgrimage but nobody paid any
attention. Failing to attract the Arabs he decided
to attack Makkah in order to destroy Ka'aba.
Riding on an elephant, he marched with a huge
army which pitched their tents in a valley near
Makkah in the month of Moharram. His soldiers
captured a large number of livestock including

some camels belonging to Abdul Muttalib.
Abraha sent a word to Abdul Muttalib that he had
no tention to fight the Makkans and only
wanted to pull down the House of Allah. the
Ka'aba. When Abdul Muttalib visited him in hi-
camp, he simply asked him to release his s
hundred camels captured by his army. T
he advised Abraha to abandon his plasi ui
otfered him one third of the wealth o) i1
region 1t lic would spare Ka'uba '

turned down that offer.

On return to his kinsmen
briefed them about the o¢vi
mvaders. When asked astow:.
the House of Allah, he siimpi- -
will protect His housc. Ka' v
invasion and destruction. i
invaders could march forv. 0
almost all the army perished
small birds called “Ababect
hovered over their heads and .
them. They swooped down upen i
destroyed them and their clephane
and disappointed, Abraha with o o
number of survivors could not but fice

23
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Yemen where he died of
shame and shock. The year

W, 7Y & :
Y when this event took place
a - < was forever etched 1n the

Makkan history as the Year
of the Elephant. Allah 22
had indeed protected His
House. The enemy perished
and the Makkans were
%+ jubilant. Rasulallah 4 was
o sggilge DO about two months
ik m.g, 3 after that incident. Forty

¥ years later, Allah &
' reminded the Makkans of
 this great event, 1n the

following verses of the

A i AR . Have you not seen
i3Ch/ AR — vour Lord did fo the people of

Jephant?  Did he not make
wicked plans go astrav? And
ion them birds (swallows) in
Vordes to pelt them witl
of hard mud, making them
on leaves.

'''''''
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wWoo Jelde A

The Birth of the Holy Prophet .

Amidst celebrations of this jubilant
occasion of perishing of their enemy, Bani
Hashim were blessed with the birth of a baby who
was to be the Mercy for the entire universe.
Rasulullah s was born 50 days after the day of
destruction of the Abraha elephants, in the early
hours of Monday 12" Rabi-al-Awwal in the year
commonly known as the Year of the Elephant.
Scholars unanimously agree that he was born on a
Monday. Abu Qatada al-Ansari 4 stated that
when the Messenger of Allah s was asked about
why did he fast on every Monday, he replied: This
1s the day on which I was born and the day on
which I was bestowed with prophethood and 1
received the Revelation. According to the
Gregorian calendar it was the 20" April of the
year 570 CE (corresponding to 1" Jaith of 628 the
Indian Bikrimi year — towards the end of the
fortieth year of the reign of Anushirvan of Persia).
It was related by Abdul Muttalib, “During the
time of the birth of Muhammad . .1 was

pertorming the Tawaf around Ka'aba. Tt was
about dawn when I heard '4/luje, Akbar' from the
side of the Ka'aba and after that d messenger
came with the good tidings that Aming had
given birth to a baby boy. Atthe time ofhis bir!,
saw light in every direction.™ On hearive
good news Abdul Muttalib rushed 1o b ..
and took the baby boy into his loving o,
tears ol joy he carried the baby to K -

taking him around it seven times 1),

“Blessed child, T will call vou Al

birth of the baby coincides wiii: -

Ancient House: how blessed i« +

When the Makkans .1
had he named the child
preferring it to the names !
said: “Because [ want hin; 1.
heavens of Allah above and -
people.” The name means ihe
praised. His mother named i,
Both names — Ahmed and ~Ntui
hardly known earlier. On the sovoniis oo _-
Muttalib slaughtered a sheep and a0
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grand celebration for all Makkans to enjoy. It is
not out of place to mention here why Abdul
Muttaltb named his grandson as '"Muhammad'. As
for naming him Muhammad, there is a story
behind it. Abdul Mutallib was once traveling in
al-Sham with three of his companions. Along the
way they met a group of rabbi Jews. The Jews
asked, 'From where did you come?' They replied
'We are from Makkah'. One of the rabbis
exclaimed: From your country a Prophet will
emerge. They asked, '"What is the name of this
Prophet?” He replied 'His name would be
Muhammad'. Until then, this name was not used
by the Arabs. On their return each one of them
decided to name any of their new oftspring as
Muhammad. Abdul Mutallib could not have any
more children, so he wanted to name the first
grandchild that would be born thereafter to any of
his sons as Muhammad. On that auspicious night,
when Abdul Muttalib was performing
circumambulion round Ka'aba, he got the good
news. And when he heard about the way he was
born, circumcised with his umbilical cord cut off,
and supporting his body with his hands,

prostrating and praying, he was overjoyed and
exclaimed: 'By Allah, verily for this son of mine

27

there 1s a very special importance.' He rushed to
the house of Amina & . took the baby into his
hands and before he was even named him he took
him into Ka'aba raising him on his hand-
thanking Allah ¥ for this greatest oIft tor
mankind, for whom Allah ¥= has also <aid i, an
Holy Quran: “Verily Allah has mad.
favour to the Believers by sending 1o 1
Messenger.

[t 1s worth mentionn
extraordinary events had takor 6
of his birth. It is reported that i+
the Ka'ba toppled over: the p
Emperor shook and crachk
palace still show fourt .-
collapsed): the small lake
Into the earth, and the i
Zoroastrians at Istakhraba:
for over a thousand years i« - -
all of a sudden. All these siuii
the arrival of the most av i
awaken the mankind.

According to onc traditivg
a dream during her pregnaney i w e ¢

Martat.com



‘old that she would give birth toavery dignified
poTsons shie Was told to name that child
e o Admad. Shes also reported to
Lo e stated another dream ot hers in which she
o that a beam of hight cmanated from her
hody and spread all over the horizons. With
that hieht she could see the palaces ot the
Oecrdent (the lands of al-Sham. as it was called
Leoording to some ot the narrations from
Juring her pregnancy period she did

on o discomtort of pregnancy  as

i albw ould-be mothers. There are

iy that she felt no pain

\eam. according to another

Crophet Muhammad w2 was

St oo and Masrar (has

lready cut off). He had

wnwels and the Seal of

4 tamped on his back. ts

<o VMuhammad sz was bom

v {rom her mother), first

Llooked at the sky praying
Forgive my Ummah. He

was neat and clean. Hassan Ibn Thabit 4, the
poet of the court of the Messenger of Allah .z at
Medina) stated: One day when | was seven
years old, [ was with or at the place of the Jews
in one of the suburbs of Medina. There was a
R abbi from the Jews sitting high on the top of a
house and calling out 'O Jewish people, today
the star of 'Ahmad' has emerged or appeared.
and it is not supposed to appear except on his
arrival’

‘His Childhood:

For the first few days, besides being
suckled by his mother Amina & , the infant was
suckled by a lady named Thuwaibah al-
Aslamiyah, who was then a slave-girl belonging
to Abu Lahab. an uncle of the Holy Prophet «.
Umm Ayman &, whose name was Barakah
Habashiah, was his baby-sitter. On the eighth
day, Halima Sa'dia & daughter of Abu Dhuayb, a

lady from Bani Sa'ad bin Bakar tribe from Ta"t

area, came. [t was a practice of the Arabs to send
their newborn boys to the countryside to let them

-
_-_." - o - e e




grow up 1n the care of Bedouin wet-nurses in hard
but healthy atmosphere in the mountain valleys.
Halima | accompanied by her husband Harith
and foster child Dhamra , took baby Muhammad
4 to the valley of Banu Sa'd which is about 50
kilometers from Makkah and 60 Kilometers from
Ta'if. Halima % belonged to a poor clan of Banu
Sa'ad. Her husband used to tend herds of
livestock. Halima ** narrated that after she took
the infant into her care she felt that everything
started prospering. Her cattle yielded more milk
and 1ncreased in number. The people of Banu
Sa'ad also felt that their days had changed and the
miracle baby had brought them prosperity and

blessings.

Later in her life when she had embraced
Islam, Halima #:used to cherish the old memories
and recounted the turn of events which unfolded
on her taking over the care of baby Muhammad
and had witnessed that mitraculously the scales of
fortune had turned in their favour. She had
another baby named Dhamra . She te]]s the tale of
her journey to Makkah and back to Bani Sa'ad in
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these words: It was a year ot drought and famine
and we¢ had nothing to cat. I rode on 2 brown she-
ass. We also had with us an old she-camel. By
Allah we could not get even 4 drop of milk .
could not have a wink ot sleep during the it
my child kept crying for milk. Thore <
cnough milk in my breast and evep the .
had nothing to feed him. We (o

pray ter rain and immediate relje

reached Mk kah lookine tor -

Not even a single woman an,.

the Messenger of Allah . 4

told that he was an orphan. ¢!, -

We used to fix our .
we would get from the ¢l
Muhammad, he was an o,
thought: Anorphan' Wha
mother likely to do? Sowe
of that. Every woman wii: ..
suckling and whenwe wepe i
tomy husband: "By Allah. i
along with the other womei v
should go to that orphan and :
said, "There is no harm in GO o ]

AT

i
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Vol et bless us through hin. So | went and
ook i and returned o My place. 1 put him on
v breast and oo my areal surprise | found
~noueh mitk mat He drank to his heart’s content,
d <o did his foster brother and then both ot them
wont o sleep althoughmy baby had not been able
o sleep the previous night. My husband then
wont o the she-camel o milk it and to his
Lo op<hment oo he found plenty of milk init. He

o gaand we drank toour ik and enjoyed a
Coop durmg the night, The next morning,

N wnds By Atdlah Halma =2 cyou must

ot vew have been able to get a
rand 1 oreplied: "By the graee of

“whe also satd: Athis first sight

< hum in my arms in front of his

Cried 1o suckle him trom my

1 would notopen his mouth.

Lt side and he immediately
e ontire suckling period he
~ iy right side from which
< {bn Hisham reported that
“ien | brought the Prophet to
s of his mother, 1y home

Lo place of happiness. [twas
~rovioushy o that, due to my
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weakness. | was unable to feed my son to his full,
but through the blessings of the Prophet being n
our care. | was able to feed him and my son to
their fill with ease.”

She used to take the infant to Makkah
cvery six months to have his mother, grandfather
and uncles meet him. Prophet Muhammad
stayed with his wet nurse until he was five or s1x
years old and was then brought to Makka and
handed over to his mother. Halima's husband was
Harith bin Abdul 'Uzza. The couple’s children,
Bashir., Unaysa and Juzama bint al-Harith
(popular name Shayma), WEIC the Prophet’s
foster siblings. Shayma used to take care of the
Holy Prophet 2 and called him by the epithet
“Qureshi brother”. Hg had other foster brothers
and sisters also: Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith bin
Abdul-Muttalib, the Prophet's cousin and Hamza
bin 'Abdul-Muttalib, the Prophet's uncle, were
also suckled by the same two Wwet nurses
Thuwaibah and Halima Sa'adia @, who had
suckled the Messenger of Allah 2.

Abdul Muttalib used to send his sons. by
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turn, to the valley to carry provisions to Halima's calm although his face looked a bit pale. In her

family and make sure of the well-being of the later years when Halima — had entered the fold of
child. In later years the Holy Prophet = used to Islam, she used to narrate that upon askmg abouy
tell his companions %: “I am the purest Arab what had happened. he had told that Al of
amongst you. I am a Quraishi who was nursed by sudden two forms clad in white robes b
a lady of Banu Sa'ad”. The memories of those appeared to him. One asked the other s i1 0
days were so sweet that the Holy Prophet ... boy? And the second rephed: Yes it ot i
always mentioned her with respect. Whenever them that the (wo heavenly form- (v

she visited him he used to offer her gifts. Once, chest and took his heart out and o1

after his marriage to Khadija @, Halima & came the anget i ithack in his chost i

to Makkah looking for some help as her valley has alluded to this incident: =11

was facing a draught, she returned home with your chest for you?” Thiy i

camels laden with food and forty heads of sheep. taken as a parable which <

had opened Muhammuad®, i

| | quite young so that )
While he was in the care of Sayyeda enlichten it

Halima # , sometimes the blessed child
Muhammad 2 used to accompany his foster-

brother Bashir to the nearby pastures and valleys This incident happo:

tor grazing their sheep. One day when he was his age after which Halnn

looking after the flock outdoor, his foster-brother to his mother. Hardlv 00

came screaming that something had happened to company of his motherto by 1

his 'Qureshi brother' as all the Sa'ad; brothers and decided to take him to Yoo

sisters used to call him with deep affection. lay buried. Umm Aviman .

Halima and her husband rushed to the valley them. They stayed there for a0

where Muhammad . was standing in perfect and then decided to return 1o “iaic,,..
31
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ok L Sanveda Amina = tell siek and passed his care. He was so kind and careful that he

o near the viltage of Abwa. While she was always kept him beside him. Being the tribal
Sroathine her st Lnina o looked at her child chief and the custodian of the Ka'aba he was held
d sads AL Tving thangs perish. All things new in high esteem. A splendid couch was always laid
cot old, Al things Jbundance diminish. All for him in the shadow of Ka'aba and no one, not
Mines ercat disappear. Certainly 1 too will die, oven his sons. could sit beside him. When
but Lw il alwayvs be remembered. because Heave Muhammad s happened to come there, the kind
e world my sonasa benefactor of the future.” orandfather always let him sit beside him on that
o aresence ofafew people of the village, the couch. But the period of his guardianship could
U hammad osad goodbye to his mother not last long and 1in the eighth year of the
o burial on the top of a hill. Umm Prophet's age the grandfather also passed away.

e broughthmto Makkah. Orphaned On his deathbed he passed the responsibility for

~oah oi his mother, Muhammad s was his guardianship to Abu Talib who was the real

© o Vakka by Umim Ayman and brother of Abdullah the father of the Messenger
oo ol his grandfather Abd al- of Allah 2 (i.e. from both father and mother side).

~ o nhammad s revistted Abwa
o e Emieration (628 AD)

s orave. Tidving the grave Although Abu Talib himself had a large
L hands. he shed tears as he family to support, yet he shouldered his
on and ;;p,mlf;usgion of his responsibility with devotion and love and took
Ccted by s grief, the utmost care of his ward. On the death of his father
inot hold hack their tears Abu Talib became the custodian of Ka'aba. This

position carried great honour and the people used

to come to him for prayers at times of difficulties.

Once when there was a severe drought in Makkah

srandfather took him under people approached him to pray for rains. He took

32
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Muhammad = and seated him beside the door of
the Ka'aba and raised the child's face towards the
heaven. He believed that only a prayer by this
aifted child could bring in the downpour ot rain.
He was right; in a moment the sky was overcast
and heavy rains came . Abu Talib was a great
poet too. This miraculous event made him utter a
few stanzas in praise of his nephew, the opening
verse of which was:

What a beautiful white face this child has.

Which, when raised towards the skies,
brings in showers of blessings;

Surely, he will take care of widows and
look after the orphans.

Being a merchant Abu Talib had to lead
trade caravans to the north in the summer scason
and to the south 1n the winter. History records that
on one of these journeys, Muhammad . who
was then twelve years old, pressed his uncle to
accompany with him. Abu Talib could not resist
the request of his beloved nephew and seated him
on his camel. This was his first travel out of

Makkah. On the way the caravans used 1o have
stopovers at places where water and food could
be found. On such a stopover, necar a Christian
church on the flanks of Jabel ¢d-Druv. the priest
named Bohaira, saw young Muhammad .. and
invited the caravan to a luncheon. Caravans b
been stopping there since ages but the pricst G
never invited anyone to have meals with hie ©
that time. the members of the caravae
Ivited o a sumptuous lunch. Fvervbo !

the party cxecept Muhammad '

insisted that the one left behmd

chict guest and inststed that e

the youth came, the priest

questions and was astonishon

answcers. He then requesic o

mark on his back betwoeos

On scemg the “scal ol it

exclaimed: heitiswho hivoo

Scriptures and said that o

him and deny his message aiv

him. He advised Abu [alitv ©

Muhammad . back tor fearoi

the onward trip. The advice «

Abu Talib sent him home wiih o0

Near the remains of that Churcli oo e
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Coune Muhammad o had stood for a while his
L:l*-uip‘htmtr-; that 2ot inmrintcd on the clift-top
rculoush, exist oeven  today and bear
osmam (o the tact that young Muhammad w.
had eraced thatvalley.

s _UNH(”:

\ature had eroomed this handsome youth
~onprieht shv, modest quiet. thoughttul.
N nd hiumane to the utimost dugrec 1‘ighl
Coemnme. As announced i the Quran.
i rahen him o His own care and
Cohim rem imperfections. As a youth
~onts ond reserved. He kept himselt
~vees ol s which were common

< {he license and freedom that

+onin those days had no place

~could not find a single fault

o owith this youth, He

onvs and farrs that could be

moany sense. Modesty.

~ truthfulness remained

s character. The Quran

~onthe highest eitadel of the

o, Nobody could raise his
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finger on his truthfulness as he had led a prous and
righteous life among the Mekkans as mentioned
in the Quran. At another place, 1t mentions that he
was the most truthful. Never did he bow to any
1dol.

He had such a strong social standing that
the people called him *“the True” and “the
Trustworthy”. Even his arch-enemies conceded
these qualities as is shown by the speech ot Abu
Suiian in the court of the Byzantine emperor. His
guardian-and-uncle Abu Talib, while he was on
his death-bed. stated: “Muhammad 2z is Al-Amin
(Trusty) of the Quraish, and Al-Siddique (the
True) of the Arabs, and he unites in his person all
the virtues.” His first wife, Khadija & who had
spent fifteen years with him at the time of the first
revelation said to him:3*You are kind and loving
to your kinsfolk, kind to your neighbours,
charitable to the poor, faithful to your word, and
always a defender of truth and justice...” His
other wife A'isha # who spent almost ten years
with him, said: “The Prophet 2z was more modest
than a virgin in her closet.” She further said, “His
character is the Quranitselt.”




While he was 1n the care of his uncle Abu
Talib, the family gave him due love and atfection.
On his part he too had great regard for the wite of
Abu Talib, Fatima daughter of Asad . and
respected her just as his real mother. Fatima took
oreat care of Muhammad 2. caring for him more
than her own children. The Prophet o never
forgot the goodness of his aunt when he grew up.
He would visit her in her house in Madina and
would sometimes sleep there n the afternoons.
He was very much grieved when she passed away
and used his own shirt for her shroud and
personally led her funeral prayer. When speaking
of his sadness to those around him, he showed his
great sense of loyalty with the following words:
"I was a child who was in need of her custody. She
would feed me even if her children were hungry.
She would leave her children and comb my hair.
She was like my mother." Abu Talib 1s reported
to have said: It was the habit of my family that we
would not take the name of anything upon
partaking ot the food. However, 1t was the habit
of Muhammad .z to start food with the recitation
of “Bismillah™ and end with “Alhamdo Lillah™. 1
have not seen that Muhammad 2 ever spoke
anything untruthful, or back-bited or played or

u_:a —
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joked with other children in his childhood.”

He used to do all chores of the house as did
the other family members, and sometimes he
cven tended the flock of his uncle in the Qararecs
platcau at a stone's throw from Ka'aba, in .
youth he had become a merchant. e used o400
the trade caravans to far-oft internationad v
such as Syria m the north and Yenien it

The Makkans were prooe o
dealing i ali sorts of goods. The
to have herds of hve-stocks v
sheep. Abdullah the tather o

Allah . was also a trader. i1
natural inchimation 1o
mentioned above. as a e

the flocks of his uncle i

helped him in his tradiaye

cloth and gram and undeio:

north and south in the cong:

trade caravans. Many trod
undertook trade journcy s, ned
south, 1.¢. the Ocaident and =
traditions also mention that he o+
Habasha in the westand Hajar oo oo




1 oeneral consensus among his biographers that
ho led an honest lite and remained aloof from the
wronedong.

Q:s bin Sa'tb, one of the Makkan traders,

Jated that he had many commercial dealings
with the Messenver of Allah = and he always
round i him the most trustworthy and honest
nartner. He said: "When he set out on i journey. |
won'd hand o him some transactions to be done
o hehalt Atter the journey he would not visit
until he had told me about the
cons omoaoway that would make me
e contrast when [setout on my travels
S ome transactions to perform, upon

2 ould only ask whether T was

B A spanits. unhike other people,
Cocd me on issues relating to

l- 1 - \.
’kﬁ'LJ.ﬁ“"L

- on the side ot the poor and
~ohion to the down-trodden.
i »old his merchandise to a
oaned Aas bin Wail but the
~ov o him back. The Zabids
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approached various leaders to help him but

nobody dared come forward. Hc then made an

appecal to thc¢ Makkans 1 general. Prophet

Muhammad z: lobbied for him and a gathering of
chiettains succecded i making Aas pay his dues.

Thus 1n his youth the Prophet < played a key role
in reviving an institution known as Hilf al-Fudhul
(Pledge of Virtues) under which the participants
pledged to maintain peace among various tribes;
to assist all those whom wrong was done; to
protect travelers from Bedouin attacks; to help
the poor and the needy and to protect the weak
from the strong. The Hilf al-Fudhul was drawn up
under the auspices of Zubayr bin Abd al-
Muttalib, Prophet Muhammad's uncle, and under
the leadership of Jud'an at-Taymi, the richest,
oldest and the most influential tribal leader in
Makka. In his later years, the Holy Prophet 25
talked about this alliance, praising it, and said: "1
was present in Abd Allah bin Judan's house when
they concluded a pact so excellent that [ would
not change my part in it even for a herd of red
camels: if | was asked now, in Islam, to take part




init, [ would gladly agree.”

In 605 CE the Quraish decided to re-build
the holy Ka'aba as it had been damaged by a fire.
After the building was ready, they had to put the
Black Stone' (Hajr al-Aswad) in its place. This is
a stone which had descended upon the earth at the
time of descent of Adam and has always been
held in high esteem. When the building was under
construction it was temporarily put in a safe
custody: but when the building was ready 1t was
necessary to restore 1t. To put it back with ones
hands was indeed a matter of great honour. All the
chieftains vied with one another to have that
honour and a dispute ensued. As the dispute could
lead to a big tribal scuffle, on the advice of one of
the chieftains. Umayyah bin Mughirah, they
decided that anybody who would enter the Haram
the next morning would be the umpire and decide
who would have that honour. Next morning
Prophet Muhammad .5 came first and everybody

heaved a sigh of relief as all of them held him in
high esteem.

~_They requested him to help them sort out
their differences. The Prophet s spread his shawl
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with the Black Stone in its centre and asked cach
tribal chicf to hold an edge of that shawl to 1 fi up
the Black Stone to the height where it was meant
to be placed. Then he placed the Stone with his
own blessed hands. Everybody was satisficd. e
wisdom thus averted a big fight and
appreciation of all.

1‘:1'{ } " -}

Zaid bin Haritha = was a slaw o RN
Rasulullah .. by his wife Khadrgg
Zaid's father Haritha came to Makli,
his son, and having come (o ke
freed slave living with the
approached himto let him o b
readilly agreed and said thay
without any ransom. But /i
in the person of the Prophet .
figure, more loving than anv r.o. -
to part with him. Secing thi.. .
him to the courtyard of the ho.
adopted him as his son.

Once, a business triend i<k od o
for him on the roadside. He did nei o
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sromised and thought that Muhammad s would
e vone away. After three days when he
Hkmmhml (o pass throngh the same place. he was
Leronished to find that he was still standing there
waiting for hm with no sign of anger on his facce.
He weais s polite as ever. That person could not
it foel ashamed and apologized. He was amazed
that i an daee when nobody cared for his words,
Ccataliah o waited for such a long period and

oo s DY Lmj__"_L‘i'L‘LL

o pame hud become a house-hold word
honosty and trustworthiness. Pcople

S Sadrg tthe Truthtul) and Ameern
e Trustworthy), Later on, when

L teave his native town, he lett

o oson of Abu Talib . under

~ o deliver the trusts to the

woposed trust in hime The

~hieous character bears no

_ohitin helping the poor, the

—_

1
'
-\.i|
r Ia -
w L

o~ onthe threshold of youth and
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wanted to work for his living, he decided to look
1 fier the business of a rich Qureshi widow named
K hadijah &+ .He used to convoy her caravans of
merchandise. Under this business arrangement
he traveled to Syria accompanied by her slave
Maysarah and one of her relatives, Khuzaima bin
Hakcem. On one of such business trips his
caravan made a stopover near the same church
where the priest Bohaira had invited the caravan
of his uncle Abi Talib to a luncheon in his
childhood. During the stopover, he relaxed under
the shade of a tree. Bohaira told Maysarah that
hitherto no one but a prophet had relaxed under
that tree. He pointed out that the radiant aura
around his face and the specks of clouds hovering
over him during synshine were s1gns which
clearly indicated that Muhammad : was the
awaited and last of the Prophets.

That business trip proved very successful:
the caravan returned with a lot of merchandise
and profit. As per the agreement, young
Muhammad :z turned in all the accounts of his
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business trip and handed Khadija ¢ her full share
honestly. As for himself, he gave away most of his
dividend to the needy keeping little for himself
and the tamily of Abu Talib. In all transactions.
with deep interest and great astonishment
Khadija & used to observe in him a dignity that
she had never seen in anybody else. He undertook
many trips on her behalf. Every trip brought huge
profits and more pleasant surprises for Khadi ja.sy,
that endeared him to her. She observed that his
personality was imposing, his talk mspired
respect, his modesty had a grandeur that
commanded obedience, and his bewitching eyes
made the heart of the beholder melt not to dare
Stare at him.

His Fivst Marriage and Fam 1y Life:

Rasulallah .2 was twenty five by then.
Khadijasrwas forty and had been widowed twice.
Due to her riches many of the Quraishi chieftains
had proposed to her but al failed to win her
consent. Her slave, Maysarah, had informed her
of what the priest had Spoken of him during his
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trip. She was moved by his description of what he
had been told and decided to marry him. She used
to contide in one of her friends named Nafrsa and
sent him a proposal of marrtage through her A
lirst he hesitated but later he aceepted 1he
proposal and talked to his uncle Abi Jalih ot
also gave his consent.

Ihe weddig took place m b
the status of Khadijah -and was a0
chite and all the relativ es of (he o
Abu Talib recited the weddimge Ko
marrtage the groom shified o
bride which was more negres «
own home - where he coo.
Emioration. Khad ja-was o
She never had a rival in b o
death, was his sole hefon .o
blessed this couple with o o,
sons. His eldest daughter o
second Rugiva -, the thivd ¢ -0
the fourth one was Farimai, -

Abu al-QOasim as one of hie «

Qasim. All his sons died in i
daughters witnessed Islam oad wo-o o

tirst adherents. After his Marrnage de oy




1o the north and south and had

MRILRRIRARIE
blished imseliasa syccesstul trader.

[l
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s business flourished and the® -:-a_a’-'éf‘*-- ﬁ ' /
~ daily life eased, Rasulallah b"*’ £y
going to a cave retreat where he gfSut,
most of his time praying and remembg
Creator. He would spend the wholé/j
Ramadhan n seclusion. He would easpy R
water supply and stay in the cave f WEEKS!
retreat is known as Cave of Hira afid is sifija 3
the top of a famous mountain in Makkah RnBwn
as the Mountain of Light (Jab! Noor). Sométirhes
his cousin Aliz:would carry supplies ¢o the
cavern and sometimes a slave of Khadij ahie u

carry the stuff. Off and on he would come ¢ nto
visit his family and sometimes’ dljah ang 4.~

tarte ‘

Al would take the children tp the fog
to meet him. After a penotf of tipfe
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the form of the Holy Quran being the final Ibrahim - and the other prophets carlier. 1o
testament for all mankind. orbid the people from worshipprng 1ol and
false dernes, and 1o warn thom of
When the phenomcnon of  revelation accountability on the Dayv ot adomont T ooy
started. first of all he talked to his wife who. natural for such a call to cause o stronr
convinced of the truth of the divine message. among the people who behreved oo
became the first person to be a Mushim. But alter a miscellany of man-made vod 11
some time when Allah ¥ ordained him (o and rituals which the Moessepoo
announce the Message to his kins he startec criticrzing were then o
preaching it publicly. The first few who acceptec P
his message were: his wife and daughters, his
cousin Al1 =, his friend Abu Bakr = and Zayd bin To st v b
Haritha .=. They embraccd Islam by testifving: Quresh to the Mot ¢
There 1s no deity/god except Allah and pcople ol the Qurarsli 11
Muhammad 18 the Messenger of Allah.”™ The there was o bana o
oround had been broken and foundation laid: the mountain. wouttkd vor |
orand edifice of Islam, complete with all the responded: O cow-
articles of faith standing on five firm pillars. took above suspicron. Wi
some twenty three years to rise on the ruins of lic. Then he saad: > lan
polytheism. COMING 10 vou beje
overtakes vou! Hoe ooy
Announcement of His Prophethood: Muttalib, O sons of
' Zuhra. and O sons of 1o
His mission was to restore the worship of me His Apostic to v o
the One True God, the Creator and Sustainer of there 15 no God beside-
the Universes — as had been taught by Prophet though vou fell aslee;
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Tirouch you woke up. Forall your deeds you will
e o wvive a full account and you shall be
suni<hed or rewarded according to your deeds. |
o dovou no good 1 this world nor give you a
Jhare i the life hereafter until you beheve that
“Allahis One!

On hearinge this, the crowd dispersed. One
moone evervbody left except his cousim Al
e was hardlv o ten vears old. He spoke out:
o oeerof Allah o Twall support you and be
oot those who fight you, Except Al s,

e had fallen on deaf ears and even his
Cohedand wentaway. The only one who

~ o vough thick and thing till his death,

ol cnardian Abu Talib, Except a

ol allb the Mekkans were set

Lo was the tirst adult from

Cod

L1

~atted to his prophethood.
o Adfan, Talha, Zubair bin
ot Aasud, Sa'ad bin Abi
o al-darrah. Saced bin Zaid

1 Awl o came ito the told
~ollowed by Argam. Bilal.
CooodAmimar e

14

With only a handful of followers, he broke
the ground and started preaching publicly. The
Makkans turned hostile and the small community
of believers had to bear the brunt of that violent
reaction. Not only the Prophet .z but the whole
Muslim community that consisted of only a few
souls at that time faced severe hatred and
persecution. People would pelt stones on them,
and some even would stoop so low as to plant
thorns in the way where the Prophet sz was likely
to walk barefoot. while some would throw filth
and rotten tripe of slain animals at him when he
was in prostration around the Ka'aba. In the
beginning, for fear ot harassment his followers
used to say their prayers secretly in hills and dales
around Makkah until the third year of the call
when Argam embraced Islam and offered his
spacious house to become the first center of
preaching. There the small community would
sather quietly and listen to the divine message
from the Messenger ;. At first the response was
slow but because the call was attractive and
appealing to the good human conscience, 1t
started gaining momentum and by and by it
attracted a good number of followers.



Except for a few rich persons, most of the
following was trom the poor or the slave class
even though they were more severely persecuted
by the opponents. As Islam 1s race-blind and
status-blind, from the very beginning 1ts doors
were open to the rich and the poor, the master and
the slave, the white and the black alike. Islam
elevated the Ethiopian Bilal, the Roman Suhaib
and the Persian Salman and the Yemeni Zaid to
such a social height that they could sit side by side
with Quraishi chieftains enjoying equal respect
and status, not only 1n congregations but in all
walks of life. Islam had introduced a brave new
world of social justice and opened new vistas of
human equality. Against the prevalent prejudices.,
the Quran had laid down quite a different
standard tor human dignity. Gone were the social
advantages of wealth, power, race and colour to
intimidate less fortunate peoples. Islam promoted
a fairer system of social justice. The holy Quran
declared: “O mankind, We have created you male
and female, divided you into tribes and clans so

that you know each other. To Allah the most

honoured amongst you is the most pious one.”

The Quran propounded that all men are equal in
the sight of the Creator which rendered
supceriority of lincage meaningless. For the first
time cquality of all human beings. irrespective of
thewr race, colour, lincage. sex and social statn-
was declared in clear-cut terms. Widows. orplie o
and women 1n general were given nabor
rights.

(i past while the birth <
much cclebrated. the amval of o
considered a bad omen nothimy
stigma. The pre-Islamic Arabe o
daughters altve. They did e
their kids to their chiel 1do:
was nstalled n the Ka'abs
this act of barbarity. The o
thus a total breakaway o
yore. The master and the 2o
ruled were all made equali
other. As time marched e
conttnucd to receive  norg
unfolded further articles ol the -
was not limited only to relicr
rituals but also sct out i det!
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complete code of life for the Believers. A big
“wolution and a new world order was n the
Stine that would grant equal rights and liberties
o alls the orphan, the widow,  the slave and all
e downtrodden.  All humans are equal 1n the
stehtofAllah 2.

[l was not a hollow slogan just to win
com erts. but the concept was transparently put
nio practee inall walks of lite. The result was
duat . neresations, especially at prayer times,
Looaronniont arcas were reserved for anybody.

~ 4 a sl e could lead the prayers. A person on
Swest rune ot existence stood next to the

Uhe Yasadid were open to all Muslims

Sacks aad whites. high and low, young

Cconeiovated together. It is a fact that 1s

e cepout the world to this day and
> oracticed forall times to come.

< c-nots were all equal from the

~ovtal respect. While 1t was

rovant pagans of Makkah, it

e down-trodden. The selfish
aliothelr vested interests, but
suwl-hearted were drawn to this
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While social justice was an important
factor, the primary mission of the Prophet » was
to establish the worship of One True God — a
belief that had struck at the very roots of the
worship of three hundred and sixty 1dols installed
in and around the Ka'aba. The Arabs had been
bowing to those false and man-made deities for
centuries and were not ready to give up their age-
old beliefs and adopt altogether a new taith.
Muhammad = had lived among them for forty
years —and had led a life of piety and truthfulness.
They knew him very well, some had even kinship
and some had trade relations with him;
everybody knew how upright he was, but the 1dea
that one day he was to be recognized as a Prophet
of Allah was something that was not easily
acceptable. They argued: how could a person
who had lived amongst them and shared their
weal and woe as a common man, who had no
schooling and could not read nor write, be able to
receive revelations as a Prophet. To them
Muhammad =2 was introducing something new
that was alien to their social values, destructive to
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their religion and harmful to their economic
interests. Their anger knew no bounds on seing
their own slaves drawn towards the Prophet s by
his doctrines of human equality and worship of
One True God. Since centuries people had been
visiting Ka'aba and paying homage to thosc false
deities. Trade caravans used to pass through
Makkah and stayed there for months giving a
boost to their cultural and trade activities. On the
face of 1t, accepting the new religion amounted to
an irreparable loss to their economy and status.
So only a few came forward and embraced Islam
while the rest turned hostile to the Messenger 2.
and his followers.

The Arabs were strong believers 1n
baseless superstitions and were scared of
retaliation from their 1dols. Therefore, when the
Prophet s spoke against their behiefs some of
them branded him as a lunatic, some as a
magician, some as a soothsayer, some as a poet,
and some even went to the extent of thinking that
he was under the spell of a ghost or a jinnie. They
took the Quranic verses as magic spells and
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abstained from listening to its recitation. They
called the renowned magicians to confront him
and some even sought help from healers and wise
men of their time to find a cure for him,

The Makkans wanted him to perform
miracles. Once Habib bin Malik a wise man firon
Yemen visited Makkah. The elders of the Ourro ot
asked for his help. He met the Prophiet - oo
top m a big gathering and asked iy i
asunder the Moon into two parts i e
prophet. As a lcarned person, Habr

magic spells would not affect the i

bodies. Rasulallah . pomnted hi

the Moon and 1t was sphi o

saw that astounding miracle -

embraced Islam, but ¢xcepn o

others just walked awau < ..

accomplished magician. St o

been made against many piropi.

Quranic verses refuted all s

baseless.

Similarly thu't, Woely Iy
when the people asked him 1o - o
miracles which were done to then o



WoI Jelie A

Biocraphers have compiled volumes on the
Miracles wrotght by hime As a matter of fact his
ntire ite was full of such phenomena. Had no
ueh imerdent oceurred. even then he would st
e been the Messenger of Allaho Yet as the
carlier prophets had done similar feats. he too did
ey miracles. Abu Huraira narrated that the
\loseeneer of Allah said: There was no Prophet
smone the Prophets but was given miracles
socatiee of which people had belief, but what |
~oheen aiven s the Divine Revelation which
C has revedled o me. So T ohope that my

Corew il be more than those of any other

oo the Doy of Resurrection,

st ihe coming events and could
~rl amals e therr languages.
~ormals bowed therr heads in
Carrated Unats bin Amr: A
shban b Aus o osard, T was

o osuddentvoa wolt caught a
atitcthe wolf). The wolt sat
~oosed mes saving, "Who wall

-~ Beepywhen vouare busy and
cter 1?7 Do ovou forbid me the

= M lah has provided me?" Ahban
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added, "I clapped my hands and said, 'By Allah, |
have never seen anything more interesting and
wonderful than this!" On that, the wolf said,
'There is something more (interesting and)
wonderful than this; that is, Allah's Messenger
mviting people to Allah (1.e. Islam)." "Unais bin
'‘Amr added, "Then Ahban went to Allah's
Messenger s -and informed him what happened
and embraced Islam.”

The most wonderful and living and
cverlasting miracle is the Holy Quran itself. Its
divine style (which the Arabic scholars name as
'al-Usloob al-Hakeem ") and the contents couched
in perfect Arabic are incomparable and
inimitable. It has clearly stated that no one can
imitate its style which is a living challenge for all
times! Allah has chaldenged the human genius to
produce the like of it saying: And 1if you are n
doubt concerning that which We have sent down
to Our slave. then produce a Surah (chapter) of
the like thereof and call your witnesses
(supporters and helpers) besides Allah, it you are
truthful!  Many efforts were made by non-
Muslims to compose something similar to the
verses of the Quran. but they could not produce



cven a few hines that could match its literary
majesty and beauty. Even the critics have to state
that although the Quran 1s not prose 1t still
maintains a majestic tflow of the best prose; it is
not poetry, yet it has a very subtle rhythm. Its style
1S not human; 1t 1s so unique that it can only be
called purely divine style. Many eloquent Arab
poets and men of letters, who met the Prophet .x
and listened to some of the verses of the Quran as
he recited them, had to admit: 'This 1s not the
word ot a human being! (Ma Hadha Li Qawl al-
Bashar)'. No book 1n the world can be memorized
as easily as the Quran. Even the children of five or
s1Ix years of age are able to memorize it
completely. Is 1t not a standing miracle of the
Prophet 27

49
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Indeed in the ‘Messenger of
Allah you have the best

precept and example for

him who [looks unto Allah
and the Last Day and
remembers Allah much.

_J (Al-Ahzab: 21)



wWoo Jelde A

sSuch were the tests and trials faced by the
belicvers who maintained their faith and patiently
waited for the tide to turn. Abu Bakr - used to buy
such slaves and set them free in the name of
Allah, but even as tfree men they were not spared.

The Persecution and the Fivst Fmigration: [t was at such a juncture that Allah &= revealed the
tollowing verse:

he friends of yesterday had turned into

foes putting the believers to severe tests | Fhere has conme 1o v

and trials. As some of the first Muslims Messcneer fromamongst vou .
were slaves, they were easy prey for their painful (o fim are the /Izm'(/_a'/;;;;-:a
masters to punish them openly. They were ‘\;W‘f"" e is carf i ol vou to
beaten, dragged on the streets and tortured. The ‘ fgf cC ‘/‘:m‘/{ 5 crevo fent i
master of Bilal < tied his neck and often placed thosewho belicve.
large rocks on his chest and the children of
Makkah dragged him upon the scorching rocky
surface of the streets, but he did not give up and
kept proclaiming: Ahadun Ahad! (God 1s One
without any partnership). Similarly, many others
were severely punished: Ammar's mother
Sumayya # was so much tortured that she passed

The cruclties ol the
unabated. They tried ali o
nothing could decter the 1
followers from the right pais
made to climinate him. but o
As the tame of the Prophi
worshippers became more aned @

away during the savage torture. Another slave, They scooped so Tow as 1o i

who was a blacksmith, was tortured with the One day in the precinets of s

same red-hot tools that he used in his furnace by some pagans assembled and plod

his cruel mistress who was a wicked woman. quarrel with him. As soon a-~ <o o
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sntered the area, one of them asked: Are you the
sne w ho insults the gods of our forefathers?” "Aye,
| am that person’” was the fearless answer. One of
diem stepped torward and caught hold of the
collar of his mantle and twisting 1t roughly round
his neck he tried to strangle him. Abu Bakr i who
happened to be there rushed and tervened,
<aving: Would vou kill a man who proclaims that
Allah s One? The pagan released the Prophet »5
bt attacked Abu Bakr = and plucked his beard.
On another occasion some persons placed filthy
© e oon s head while he was prostrating in
cots, His voungest daughter, Fatimah ., came
o oand removed the filth and cleaned his

1.
I
e

—odhead. But he remained calm and tearless.

srophet 5o used to visit Ka'aba 1n
it they could do no harm to him
o hewr own follies and tailures.
odup to face them, they turned
cohed. Onee an outsider from
Sl some camels to Abu Jahl

him back. The stranger stood
coterving tor help, but nobody
avainst that tyrant. Some
Lontoof making a fun of the
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Prophet 2z and told the stranger to seek his help.
The stranger knocked at the door of the Prophet .z
and rcquested to intervene. On his request the
Prophct . went to the house of Abu Jahl and
knocked at his door.

Who s 1t? Asked Abu Jahl.
Muhammad! Answered the Prophet .

The mischief mongers kept watching the
scene from afar. Abu Jahl came out trembling and
pale-faced. “Could you give this poor person his
money?”” asked the Prophet .. Abu Jahl was so
awe-stricken that he went into his house and
brought the money to give to the stranger. The
stranger thanked the Prophet 2z and walked away.
Such was the commanding personality of the
Prophet 2 that even hjs worst enemies would turn
pale in front of him.

The Social Boycott:

As mentioned earlier, the Muslims were
subjected to torture, but when this failed to desist
them from their faith, a severe social and
economic boycott was imposed on them. Their
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movements were restricted to a narrow strip in
the vicinity of the House of Allah where nothing
but the wrnit of hunger and starvation ran supreme.
The Makkans were prohibited to have any
contact or sympathy with them. This was the
worst trial for the small community of the
Believers. They were not allowed to trade with
locals and no outside trader was allowed to scll
any needs of life to them. The Prophet ..
remained besieged along with his family and
followers. Abu Talib's support stood the test of
time. As always, he continued to defend his
nephew with full support and devotion.

The Makkans tried all types of tricks and
incentives to make him give up his preaching.
Once they sent one of their leaders — Utba bin
Rabia — to lure him to their side. He said:
Nephew! You are one of us in rank and lineage.
but you have brought us something very grave
that has caused a split in our ranks. On behalf of
my people I make you three offers hoping that
one of these would be acceptable to you. He
continued: If the aim of your call is wealth. we
can collect all whatever you ask to make you the
richest of us all. If it is honour, we are ready to

make you rule over ourselves, nothing shall be
done without your command. If you aspire to be
a king, we are ready to make you our king. It that
which comes to you is a phantom or 4 ghost that
you have no power to ward off we are ready to
call a doctor for your treatment. In response 1o
th()SC Oﬁ‘CI’S Rasulallah b leSl read out A Dot ‘)
the Chapter Sajdah from the Holy Quran w fe

a call tojustice, charity, kindness and il -
truth that Allah 1s One. Utba was 1aho,:

the beauty ol the divine words and

the Quraish and advised ther

Prophet .. to himself. But his ads

cars: they decided to keep up e

Stumilarly, once Abu o«
the Makkans would harm i+
from falsitying theiridols @
of Allah . that they had i
of Makkah and were caver
most becautiful woman i
provided he gave up his caib @
Ouncle! Evenifthey pui the S,
and the Moon mmy leftto malke
mission, | shall neverdo so. b vl -
either 1t will please God to mudks 0
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will perishim the struggle.

Fired of all these hardships. the believers
needed some reliet. The Prophet altowed some
S his followers to emigrate to Ahvssiud (modern
qame I thiopia). [owas ruled by ajust king Negus.

camed Ashama. who would not turn them away.

11 the tirst attempted Higra eleven male and five
omale companions sought retuge from the

Viakkoan persecution m the Kingdom of Aksum

Cdern day Fthiopiay in the month of Rajab of
Chetore Higra (sometimes 613-14 CL).
Lhown as the First Emigration to
4 1 Abyesinia). The Qureshites tried 1o
o but belore they could reach there

C iy sailed away. However, after a
Lowans spread a rumour that most

Coad embraced Islam and many

+ mierants satled back. Thus

-~ ree months only to tind out

~had not halted. Theretore.,

-1 to return to Abyssinia and

. From among those who

Lwseda Saudabint Zama'ags —

< :hand had passed away In

cent is known as the first
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migration to Abyssinia. Later on, a bigger group

of 83 men and 18 women emigrated to Abyssinia.

This is called the Second Emigration to that
country. Some companions took part in both the
migrations. The second group of Emigrants was
headed by Ja'afar bin Abi Talib .s:. As soon as the
Makkans came to know, they sent their envoys
there to pressurize Negus to repatriate them. They
had taken a precious presents for the King to oaln
his favour. Negus summoned the emigrants 10
listen to their point of view. The Prophet's cousin
_ Ja'afar bin Abu Talib - — the leader of the first
group of emigrants, made the following speech in
the royal court:

“0 king! We were an ignorant people.
siven to idolatry. We used to eat corpses even of
animals that had died a natural death; we used to
do all sorts of disgraceful things. We did not
fulfill our obligations to our relations, and 111-
treated our neighbours. The strong among us
would thrive at the expense of the weak, till at last
God raised this Prophet for our reformation. His
lincage, his righteousness, his integrity and his
virtue are well-known to us. He called us to the
worship of God, and bade us to give up idolatry



and stone-worship. He enjoined upon us to speak
the truth, to make good our trusts, to have regard
for our kith and kins, and to do good to our
neighbours. He taught us to shun ¢verything foul
and to avoid bloodshed. He forbade all sorts of
indecent things. such as telling lies and
misappropriating orphans' belongings. So we
believed in him, followed him and acted upon his
teachings. Thereupon our people turned against
us and tried to subject us to tortures, thinking that
we might give up our faith and revert to idolatry.
When however their cruelties exceeded all

bounds we have come to seek asylum in your
country.”

Negus asked them if they had any example
of the revelations sent to Rasulallah .. One of the
emigrants recited Surah Marvam i the Royal
Court. The king was moved by this as were many
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others present. He proclaimed how close the new
message was to his beliefs as a Christian. He then
granted asylum to the believers. This was the first
major international recognition of the Muslins
who gained asylum on grounds of their faith. The
Emigrants were the first fore-runners of the L.
groups of preachers.  Some scholars do bl
that their preachings had had a deep w1 -
the later mass conversion of that £ e
Islam. the aroup of companions b

Ja'atar Tayvar mcluded comyp

Uthman b. Aftan . (alons

Ruqayya = daughter of the Vo

b. Abt Waqas.-.. Mus'ab bin ¢+

b. Jahash . etc.




\losl of them had returned immediately upon
Laneration of the Messenger ot Allah s to
\odina However sone had staved back. Many
Coars Laer when the whole of Arabian Peninsula
had come under the domination ol" the Holy
rophet .. delegation was sent by the Negus to
mim. The Prophet - welcomed them warmly and
sorsomaihy served meals 1o them saying: They
W ere vood o my people.

CUcarofb Norrows:

Lo three vears the nuserable period of
Cnont was over and the stege came 10 an
s oo this period hunger. discase and

S Tad Al tadled to demoralize the
o they turned out to be more
cvor. Truth wiumpbed and

o sizh ofrelief. Butalas! Their

o hved. as the Prophet 2 had

o another. Immediately after
Ciest his wife passed away

Code him favewell. Both of

1 in the face of hardships.

That vear is known as the

. the hife of Rasulaldah =
reading of the Message
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The Message Reeps on spreading:

One day Umar bin Khattab was resting
against the wall of the Ka'aba. Somebody told
him that Hamza, the youngest uncle of the
Prophet ::, had become the thirty-ninth person to

enter the fold of Islam. Umar was outraged and
burst out in a fury: By the idol Hubal, T will not
let the number of these people reach the figure ot
forty. Holding a sword in his hand he marched
towards the house of Arqam.zwhere he thought
the Prophet . was present. On his way, a friend
ntervened and said: Where are you going with
this unsheathed sword in your hand? Umar
retorted: To eliminate the trouble once and for all!
| want to kill Muhammad = today. His friend
taunted him by saying, “First take care of Fatima
your beloved sister and her husband Sa'id as both
have embraced Islam”. Umar felt the pinch of the
insult and changed his direction towards the
house of his sister and brother-in-law. Standing at
their door he heard that one of them was reciting
the Quran. He knocked at the door and called
~loud for his sister. He was shouting in arage. The
inmates ecot scared and hid the paper that
contained some verses of the Quran which they



were reciting. Then timdly his sister opened the Seeing him coming to the house of A F.
door. He asked a straighttorward question: What some inmates scaringly whispere
1s 1t that you were rcading?  No answer! Both
were stlent.

Cleas D!
Ther scare was well-founded. 11 FePUaton
preceded him. But the Messeneer of Mk i
them to let him m: he walked in with 1

Inarage, Umar started beating his brother-

in-law. His sister tried to intervene but he pushed hanging on his side. In-acommanding.
her aside. She tell down and was wounded but Prophet oasked himy: Umare! fo00
stood up as resolute as ever. Umar's eyes fell on vetcome to acknowledge the ol

her forehead which was streaming with blood. [t bClres o the Unityv of

occurred to him: Isn't it the same Fatima, my dear Dumblouae o D woe b

sister? With the flash of this question, he could With 2 Sehse o6 retinos e o

not but teel ashamed!

while he recited the S
worthy of worship except !
1s His Prophet! Thus Umo

The moment of decision had approached.
Umar pondered for a while and said to himself:

What is it that makes them so resolute? Then he fold o Istam. The -t
asked them to show him the verses that they had cmbraced Islam and 1

been reading. These were the opening verses of proved to be one of the

the Chapter 7ahia! Umar was spell-bound by the Faith.

recitation. The beauty of the Quranic verses had

overpowered him. He was shaken to the depths of Years later when
his heart and made up his mind to embrace Islam. 2 asthe second Caliph noo
He headed towards the House of Argam where he [ am a slave of Muhanmiao
thought the Prophet .; could be found. fecel ashamed ot myv past wine s

buried alive my own lithe oo

-
™1




hands. s entry to Islam was no less than a big
ilestone. A bright future and a major role
swaited hinm the vears tocome.

Tiie Holy Propfict z Vistts Tatf:

Tired of the atrocities, the Holy Prophet .
Jecided to visit Taif to present Islam to the people
of Buny Thagif. He was aware of the age-old
i eral relations between Quraish and Banu
e that were based upon mutual commercial

i~ But he hoped that reason would prevail

e people of Tart, He went there

opanied by Zaid bin Hantha s and met

+ . ofiqins of that tribe to preach Islam.

- eachings fell over deaf ears and all
- od bim. Also. they incited the street
~oves on him. As a result, he was
o an extent that his feet and

-1 his blood.

. awhile on a small hill in the

i a varden and prayed for
- psecutors. Itis narrated 1n the
r.hangel Gabriel approached
o1 his consent to destroy the
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whole of Taif for what they had done to him. The
Prophet of Mercy s simply said: They know not
what they are doing. I hope one day these people
will realize and shall become good Mushims.
Overhearing this prayer, the owner of the garden
sent a bunch of grapes through one of his slaves
named Addas. Before having the grapes, the Holy
Prophet s uttered: In the name of Allah. The
slave boy who was a Christian was astonished to
hear the name of Allah, as nobody in Tait had ever
uttered such words.

The Prophet = told Addas: You belong to
Nenva the area of the Prophet Younas son of
Matta (Jonah son of Matthew). Surprised to hear
this, Addas asked him: How do you know ot
Prophet Younas or his ancestry. The Prophet =
said: “Yes, I know: we the prophets are brethren.
He was a prophet and I am a prophet too.” Addas
kneeled down and kissed his forehead, hands and
feet and entered the fold of Islam. The Holy
Prophet « advised him to keep his conversion
secret till a suitable time. During that trip Addas
was the first and the only person to embrace Islam
from Taif. Years later when the people of Taif
made a treaty with the Prophet of Islam s, Addas
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# was 1n the forefront leading the group of Taif's
Muslims visiting Medina.

Rasulallah, the Prophet of Mercy 4., left
Taif full of grief, yet he did not lose hope. While
leaving, he kept praying to Almighty Allah: 'O
Allah, forgive my people. They know not what
they are doing'.

39

Martat.com



\

Glorified be He
Who carried His
servant by night

from the Inviolable

Place of Worship
to the Far Distant
Place of Worship
the neighbourhood
whereof We have
blessed, that We
might show him of
Our signs! Lo! He,
only He, is the

Hearer, the Seer.



Haram to the Masjid al-Agsa  the
neighbourhood of which We have blessed
to show him Our signs! Lo! e is the
Hearer; the Seer:

The Ascension (ISP’(Z. '/j\/[e'rqj) OV ILHQJOLH"HGV The heavenlyjoumey took p]ElCC at o 1o
to Heavens: when he was feeling severe pangs of orict e
loneliness due to demise of two of hi.

he Journey to Heavens (Isra'/ Me'raj) is supporters: his beloved _wifl‘: l_<.lmvdi_i;_=,:_-:a-;-.;
one of the greatest miracles of the Holy patmn a1 usnclr:rA;)u Talb. hm;.} (vi a
Prophet 2 when Allah 3% the Almighty away. one atter all_]()th.c;: 50{)1‘1 j‘?_l:'[i.:i' iy
took him to His Holy Presence. Defying the laws social boycott. His visit to Tarl'to
of nature and breaking all the material barriers, much of a success and scvere iy
the Prophet ., with his corporeal body, was taken him return to Makkah disheair
beyond the limits of time and space into the juncture that Allah sent Archan
Divine presence. Traveling at a speed far faster him to the heavenly journc -
than the speed of light he surpassed all Presence to show him '
dimensions of existence. This heavenly journey ghmpses nto the bright fuin:.
1S such a miraculous phenomenon that human that heavenly journey he it
intellect, in spite of all its present day Prophets as Ibrahim. Mosce
adlwl.fancements, IS not yet able to comprehend. ISZ)I!IZSSIHng‘OfA“ahf%C “pt(?“ lh‘ff‘” '
Allah the Alm QT - wn glimpses of beautics ot b
ghty says this in the Quran horrors of the Hell. Allah Ahmici.
Glorified is He who carried His without any intermediarn

;_ servant by night from the Masiid  ol. comlprehend tl:le divine scheme o -
¥ Y & f aSﬂd al better perspective. He went to the to
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where even Gabriel cannot  reach and was
honored with the vision of God's "Light’ free trom
amy dimensions.

Having seen a myriad of divine signs he
was 1n a better posttion to move forward with
more vigour. Those who did not believe in him
denied this event just because they were unable to
comprehend such a phenomenon, but those, who
belioy ed inevery word of his, believed notonly 1n
hut atter know ing a few details of this heavenly
orney became more resolute in their faith.

CCovenantsof Slgabaft:

. me went by the Holy Prophet « used
- -oosonal markets and fairs, such as
- onter between Makkah and Tait

- of the Arabs assembled for

i -ooial activities) where he could

. of God to large gatherings. As
Srew to a close, he met a group

~rom Yathrib who accepted the

+.t im at a secure place called

- /iina valley. The group was
<ader of the Aws tribe. The
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Messenger « handed him the Quranic revelations
and asked him to invite the people of Yathrib to
[slam. On their return home, one of the
companions, Mus'ab bin Umair 4, accompanied
them to teach the basics of Islam.

Next year (622 CE) another group of
seventy-five persons (including two women)
from Yathrib came for pilgrimage. After the
pilgrimage they met the Prophet « at the same
place, i.e. Agabah, and swore allegiance to him
affirming that, if he agreed to go to Yathrib, they
would defend him against his enemies just as they
defended their own families. They extended a
sincere invitation to the Holy Prophet = to
emigrate to Yathrib. The event was witnessed by
Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib .2 — an uncle of the
Prophet s who had succeeded Abu Talib as
custodian of the Ka'aba. He explained to them the
seriousness of the pledge and what it stood for.
They re-affirmed their pledge to stand by the
Prophet s through thick and thin. Says Ubadah
bin Al-Samit # who was one of them: “We
pledged to obey the Apostle x4 standing firm with
him under all circumstances, and promised that
we would not wrong anybody, would always
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speak the truth, and that in the cause ofj
Allah we would fear none.” This was a
solemn pledge and later events proved' .
that they stood with their words in "SI

letter and spirit.  Both these Pledges -
arcknownas Covenants of Aqabah.  EREITY o g

Emigration to Medinah:

Emigration to Abyssinia had®m}
been undertaken twice. But the Holy &4
Prophet s had a longing for Yathrib
which later on came to be known as
Medinatun Nabi (the City of the
Prophet ). Ever since the Me'raj, he
had known that the final emigration
would be to Yathrib, but as for the {¥
timing of the move, he awaited divine ¥
guldance to take the initiative.
Ultimately, when he was allowed, he
told his followers that the time had ' | . _
come to wind up at Makkah and set out | g
to Yathrib. The Holy Prophet s told his ) ‘
followers: “Your place of emigration T
has been shown to me. I have seen a
saline land, a plain where date-palms

L e mal o T e
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srow in plenty and i s situated between two lava
Lorrains (Harras).” Soon all believers were ready
o mos e lean ine their hearths and homes behind.
1 the ~tart of 623 CI the Muslims 1 groups of
Ao and threes started shippig away. under the
~on or of darkness of the mghts. Tt was only Umar
hin K hattab - who left Makkah in broad day [1ght
dter saving his prayers and making Tuwdaf.
Braving all the odds, the Prophet z had decided
st Makkah along with two of his friends:
o~ Dighr o and Ali o . When the caravans of

L nils started pouring mto Yathrib. a tent city

Lot oup Inoan open arca at Al-Usha n the

<hip of Quha. There the emigrants used to

> arrival ot thetr beloved Prophet 2.

.+ ahier hand. the Makkans closely
. oh ot events. They realized that
- Jdisappearing one by one. On

- tlolv Prophet -2 had planned to

o~ had already plotted to

- With drawn-up blood-thirsty

o~ of all the hostile clans

- house 1o strike at hum as soon
Lonstructed Al tostay inhis

0 deliver all the trusts to therr
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owners and then follow him. At midmght the
Holy Prophet -z opened the door and threw a
handful of dust towards those who stood outside.
Blinded by this miracle they could not sec him
going out. From his house he moved on to the
house of Abu Bakr -+ who was already waiting
for him. He rested there for a while and then both
set out. Fuhaira — a freed slave of Abu Bakr.s: —
was to lead them to destination. At the day-break,
the Makkans were shocked to discover that the
Prophet = had already left and the one lying in his
place was his cousin Ali <. Their plan stood
foiled. The Quran mentions this incidentas:

"And when the disbelievers plotted
against you to imprison you, or to kill you,
or to banish vou (from your home) they
were plotting and Allah too was plotting,
and Allah is the Best of planners.

While reading this event, one must
appreciate that even when his life was at great
risk. he cared much to deliver the trusts that the
people had kept with him. He instructed Ali to
stay behind and hand over the valuables to their
owners. For three days and nights, he and Abu
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Bakré preferred to stay in a cave atop a nearby
mountain, known as Thaur. The Quraish
despatched many search parties to track him. One
of the search parties in fact did get very close to
the cave which scared Abu Bakrs:, but the
Messenger ot Allah 4g said: Do not worry, Allah 1s
with us. The holy Quran has immortalized this
moment in the following words:

s

When  the dishbelievers diove
him out andd the second of the two in the
cave said: do not grieve, for Allah is
with us. So Allah sent down His peace
upon him and supported him
soldiers you could not see and let the
word of the deniers go under and the
word of Allah the highest Allal 1 o
the highestwisdom, of invirecibic il

,,,,
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When a search party reached near the cave
they found it covered by twigs of a wild tree
covered with a spider's web. Besides, some
pigeons had also built their nests on the mouth of
the cave. The trackers saw some pigeons sitting
on their cggs. It seemed as if nobody had ever
entered the cave since ages. So the search party
went away. During this period, Asma the
daughter of Abu Bakr . used to provide fresh
milk and foodstuff. After a stay of three days n
that cave they decided to set out for Yathrib. The
Messenger of Allah 2 bid farewell to his native
city, saying: Much though had I desired to stay in
this beloved city yet its people have made me
leave it. O Allah. now take me to the city that You
love most! They came down from the mountain
and set out on a long journey. They were still
being pursued by gropps of trackers/informers. A
reward of one hundred camels had been offered to
anyone who would bring the Prophet =z dead or
alive. One of the trackers, named Suraga bin
Jush'am. was in fact able to spot them around
Badr. but due to a miracle of the Prophet  he
failed to come near them. When he approached
them, the hoofs of his horse went deep into the
rocky terrain as if it were a heap of sand. He fell

o _ B
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down but rode his horse again to get nearer to
them, but the same thing happened again. Having
been knocked down miraculously, he felt himself
powerless and realized that it was impossible for
him to do any harm to the Holy Prophet .. He
promised to go back and not to disclose his
whereabouts to the the pagans. In return the
Prophet . promised that when the Muslims
would conquer Persia, he would be offered the
golden bangles worn by the Sassanid emperor — a
commitment that was fulfilled by Umar.s. when

Persian Empire was conquered during his
caliphate.

T'he three travelers continued their journey
on a zigzag route. On the way they spotted a few
tents — the camp of a Bedouin and his wife Umm
Ma'bad. She was then all by herself as the
husband had gone out with his herd. The travelers
wanted to relax for a while and quench their
thirst. Water was so scarce in the desert that the
lady was hesitant to offer some. The Prophet ..
asked if she could allow him to milk one of her
goats. When she agreed the Prophet i went near
the goat and said: In the name of Allah. He then
asked for a bowl which was provided. He started
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milking the goat which had apparently no S1gns of
milk. The lady stood watching agasp. What 4
miracle! Her eyes could not believe it! Soon the
bowl was full of milk which the Prophet . gave
her to drink. He milked the goat again and EAREE
the bowl to Abu Bakr .= and then to Fuliaira 1
was the last one to drink. Then he milked
second goat and left the lady with bowi. o
milk.

Alter they eoft the Tady iond
on his return as to what she o
curtously asked her: who wes -
who did such miracles? She i
man who came here with v
face was luminous like
expression was serene. Whoo
was a strange dignitv 1 L
words were like sprinkicd
obeyed every word ot his and i
to whatever he spoke.™

In the meantime. the oy

journey on the lava-ridden oo

reached Quba (which was at thar i
town of Yathrib) on Mondav the |



Awwal (28" June 622 CE). The people o f Yathrib After that the Jumu'a congregational prayer was

W oleomed him with open arms. A big plattorm instituted as a permanent weekly feature and an
ad been raised as a stage for a grand reception. article of faith. To commemorate the first Jumu'a
The Prophet of Islam = stayed with Kulthum bin prayer, that housg/courtyard was converted into a
Hidame«. A large crowd of people flocked there Masjid which 1s even now a famous place
to catch a glimpse of the Holy Prophet .. He laad frequented by the VISItors to Medinah and 1s
he foundations of a mosque which came to be known as Jumu'a Masjid in the Quba’ area.
known as Masjid al-Quba”having the honour of
heing the first mosque where the behievers could After saying his Jumu'a prayer, the Prophet
«iv their pravers with full freedom. The tribal s resumed his onward journey. People ot all ages
ety attended his audience and announced lined up along the streets. The Ladies and
Ciroranee 1o hime He honoured the township ot children climbed upon the rooftops and,
0 for five davs with his stay and then decided according to a tradition narrated by Anas bin
o e over to the centre of Medinah where the Malik | the streets of Medinah were resounding
o ad planned a very warm reception of the with a singular chanting: 'Here comes the
vied Prophetof Allah . Messenger of Allah w!" Also, groups of small
oirls sang welcome songs in his honour. The
ooaan left Quba' amidst  loud residents dressed in their best attires and armed
i-n-Akbar. Hardly a distance of with shining swords and spears waited on
~overed when the tribal chief of roadsides as a protocol to the distinguwished guest.
- i the Prophet 2 to grace his He had stayed for five days at Quba and on Friday
o a while. It was the area of the 2" of July he decided to move on to the main
. naternal uncles ot Abdullah city. When the caravan passed over the heights of
aliah s, He relaxed there for Al-Wada' — which was a narrow pass In the
“nw a Friday Rasulallah 2 led the mountain of Sa/‘a, the children of Medinah gave
oy 111 the courtyard of that house. him a warm welcome greeting and singing the
65
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following song on tabor (D uff) beat:

The full moon has risen over us

From the heights of Al-Wada'!

We ought to be grateful to Allah

For having sent to us the Prophet

O the one sent to us for our guidance

You have come with the commands to be
obeyed

You have come and graced Medinah with
your arrival

Welcome, O (you) the best of all the
Prophets!

The Abyssinians danced and performed
their celebratory martial art of sword-wielding
Riding his camel (a she-camel which was named
Qaswa’), he passed through the crowd waving
his hands to the jubilant Yathribites. Tribal chiefs
competed with one another to have the honour to
play host to him. He would simply smile and say:




held the nose-string ot the ride (as a mark of A Quick Look at the History of Yathrib:
ovpect to the distinguished guest). At times | |
O olanced towards Teft and right as it ‘Now a word about ancient history of
copped fonvard to ascertain the destination. At ;(a_th“b! sltLl%tEd.alnld uneven terrain of lava
ormations Yathrib consisted of many small
villages belonging to various ftribes. It was
populated by Arabs — mainly of Aws and Khazraj
clans. But before their arrival, a group of Jews
had alrcady settled in that region around the 6th
century BC following the destruction of their
temple at the hands of Babylonians. Another
reason why they had chosen to migrate to this
land was that they were awaiting the arrival of the

last the caravan reached a plaim near a courtyard

ol datos,

Il ~he-camel knelt down and squatted 1n
oot the house of Aby Avvub Ansariz and the
Coober honoured him by being his guest. Soon

o land was bought for twenty Dinars
condanions were lad for building  the

~ Nosque with two small rooms for holy Prophet .z whose advent had been foretold
sty This Masjid got renowned in their books. They had adopted Arabic norms
~ot Rasulallah o0 Everybody and language. The Jewish population consisted
~oise that bulding and Rasulallah of three tribes: Banu Qainuga, Banu Quraidha
< odoan s eltort alike. The and Banu Nadhir. They had occupied fertile
o+ obeat sixomonths. Then the valleys. Each of their clans lived mm a big
o~ tamily from Makkah and compound. They had made a good place for
Ctirere. Lateron, as time went themselves among the local Arabs through
~wther Jadies, rooms built agriculture and trade. They were good artisans:
CNoaman . were presented goldsmiths and blacksmiths and were renowned

copertod of ten years he had for producing jewelry, ironwork and weaponry.

iwon the castern side of the
The Arabs were mostly farmers and used to
7¢
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grow dates and grain. Yathrib was a city that become a cherished destination for the belicvers.

longed for the Prophet s because for centuries Even though Mecca had been conquered o ew
the people of various races had spoken of it to be years later, yet ncither the Prophet . nor his
the final dwelling place of the Last Prophet. Now companions = ever returned 1o live there, T he
the time had come, the long awaited Prophet people at Medinah loved him and were reads i
had been ordained and everybody looked forward give their lives to relp him. Theretore. they «
as to when he would grace that city. The Arabs called Ansars (the Helpers). They wowed
had taken a lead over the Jews in offering their by him through thick and thin. Thev irew
services to the Prophet 5. When he graced this cimigrants like their real brothers el o
soil by his emigration, he found much peace and therr possessions and means of Ty cin
favourable response from the Arabs. From then among them. This unique bon
on he chose that city to be his residence for all created between the emivrant Mo
times to come. After the Emigration, Yathrib was of the Aws and Khazraj Arabs o0 -
renamed as A/-Medina-tun-Nabi (the City of the known 1n the history of Islae
Prophet .), the City of Love, the City of Sacrifice those who came to Medina ali-
and the City of Sanctity (4/-Haram) at par with and were n need of support
the Haram of Makkah. in the Masjid Nabawi as a0

to such homeless Compari1
The Fruits of Migration: called'Ashab al-Suffa"

At first the Emigration was thought by Said Abdullah b. Sulie
some to be a means of avoiding torture, suffering, Rabbi: When the Messenoor -,
belittlement and social boycotts. But Medinah entered Medina, the people rih.
embraced and absorbed all the emigrants with the was among them. When | oo
compassion of a motherland. While the longing examined it, [ realized that it was o
for the native town of Mecca never ceased, had lhar — ra‘[her. 1t was the tace of thie 't
71
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\fesseneers' The first thing that | heard hum say
was: People! Spread peace and salutations, and
reed one another. and maintaimn your family ties,
and prayat night when others are asleep....and
vouwill enter Paradise inpeace.

Although much of the life ot the Prophet
had passed in Makkah, yet there is no denying the
Sret that Medinah has the honour to be the soil
where most important chapters of his Prophetic
Ceor were completed. Much of the Quran was
oaed and implemented  during Medinan

] Above all. it was the soil where the tirst
e republic was formed.

st thing that the Prophet « did at
W form a bond of brotherhood
~aers. Fach Emigrant was made a

1 the 'Supporters’ (Ansars).
Cmnerants was declared the
©-Aws or Khazray Ansars, who

+ ~upport and succour. Under
Saternity, the 'Supporters’ not

v waih shelter but also shared

s oflivelihood, such as date-

.l arrival. the two major Arab
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tribes (Aws and Khazraj) were often at war with

each other and such was their enmity that men of
one tribe dared not enter the area of the other. A
never-ending feud had consumed much of their

manpower. But the Prophet » injected in them a

spirit of brotherhood that made them one

community, which after assimilating 1n 1ts fold
members of other converting clans, races and
colours, welded the divergent peoples into one
nation — the Ummah. This brotherhood, unique in
the history of mankind, transcended tribal
kinships and loyalties and being race-blind and
status-blind it welded the various cross-sections
and groups of people into one brotherhood. This
bond of brotherhood was based not on kinship or
blood but rather on faith which linked them
together in weal and woe. Islam is not specific to
Arabs, but provides guidance to all the races,
classes and peoples for all times. All are equal 1n
the eves of Islam. The only yard-stick to judge a
person remains his or her piety.

Setting up the first City-State:

As stated above, it was very important to
weld the divergent factions living at Medinah







Aduslim and non-Muslim citizens) into a sigle
1 on so that an imdependent eity-state could be
crmed o ensure the rule of law. Rasulallah
yted vartous leaders ot all segments (Muslim
Arabs, non-Muslim Arabs and the Jews) and
tressed upon them the need for forming such a
pluralistie commonwealth. He made a covenant
Wit elders of all tribes laving down rights and
Ahlieations of all the citizens of that city state, the
Tt Islamie Republic. The Covenant aimed at
~onoine about a political order out of chaos and

L

Cl

fo-

oreby ranstorming its political. religious
Cvie lite. 1t succeeded in establishing
oty by transforming the warring tribes
Cnd Jews into a peacetul state/republic
he Holv Prophet - under the
W lluh =) The life and property of
Vigstim or Jew. was protected by
~o B lam,

L

covenant all citizens were

1 the eves of the law, albert
o be applied to the respective
~os o of Mushims were to be
~iothe Quran and the verdict of
ile those of the Jews were to be
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decided according to their law — the Torah. Both
communities were to be autonomous in their own
affairs, but for the sake of security and sohidarity,
military and foreign affairs were agreed to remain
with the central command. It was also agreed that
an attack upon Medinah would be considered an
attack on all, to fight which all resources would
be pooled together to put up a joint defence — the
expenses, however, to be borne by each segment.
This great document which has been rightly
acknowledged to be the first written constitution
in the whole world laid down broader outlines for
peace, justice and human freedom and autonomy.
Before Emigration, there existed class hatred not
only among the Arabs but also among the Jewish
tribes. From amongst the Jewish groups, Banu
Qainuga were held in high esteem due to their
monopoly on the ma;ket., but the Banu Quraidha,
who were by profession tanners, were considered
inferior to other Jewish tribes. Even the blood
money for any member of Banu Qainuqa killed
by somebody was half the amount of what was
paid for any member of Banu Qainuqa or Banu
Nadhir. With the signing of the Charter of
Medina, every one of them was entitled to equal
rights. This charter that consisted of 53 articles

Marfat.com
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was mutually agreed upon and signed by all
parties.

The strong social bond, ethnic autonomy,
political unity, and above all, unswerving loyalty
to the state, were the main pillars upon which
stood the edifice of the said Constitution of
Medina, which was agreed upon between all the
communities: the Arabs and non-Arabs and the
Muslims and non-Muslims. A signed copy of this
covenant was displayed at a central place in
Medinah for general information and adherence.
History will bear witness forever of the
excellence of the Charter of Medinah for 1t was
the first ever written constitution in the world to
guarantee the nights and co-existence of the
inhabitants of a state regardless of their colour,
creed or race — a pluralistic Islamic concept sadly
missing in modern times.

mi
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The Wars (Ghazwas):

Ithough the Mushims had migrated trom

their homeland, yet there was no let or

respite in the hostilities of the Makkan
disbelievers that continued unabated as ever. The
Makkans sent many threats to hypocrites and the
Jews to repatriate the Prophet .. and his
companions & or be ready to face scrious
consequences. This threatening posture escalated
the tensions and added fuel to the fire. There was
a strong and well-founded apprehension that if no
immediate steps were taken the Jews and the
hypocrites would succumb to the threats and
strengthen their hands to strangle the Muslim
Republic in its infancy. As head of the State. the
Messenger of Allah 2 could not ignore such a
grave threat.

In spite of all sorts of persecutions, sults

any of the believers pick up a quarrel what 10
speak of takmg up arms in retaliation. Howey or
when tyranny became extremely unbearable. £
he allowed some of his followers to Chgrate i
Ethiopia and then to Medina, Allah had il
allowed Muslims 1o take up wrms 16 Lo
themselves. The command 10 1o

lyranny was clear:

S ndvvere it not for il
of somc byomcans  of o
monasteries, the remples
and synagosues and vic i
the name of Allalh iy oo
would have been pulled

|".l-r

Anothercommandran s b

CEight in o the e
who o fight against
[rAnsSaress. Al
(Fansgressors.”

Emigration itselfvwasa oo
unarmed and silent camparon 1o
[t was the first phase ol the 1o

and social boycotts, never did the Prophet s nor towards acting upon Allah's comn oo




ruvoele. The Makkan threats were clear enough
- qopal the coming storm. An all-out war was
beme mmposed on the Muslims, but as the war-
octalists sy, war s not waged at a moment's
totce. 1t calls for deep  thinkig. thorough
nlanning. proper preparations and mobilization
of manpower and the necessary logistics and
srovisions, besides a number of  diplomatic
oy os. The main objective of the Prophet s was
o ~satecuard not only the territorial integrity of
Coeon v formed commonwealth of Medinah but
o create an enviromment under which
<o could Tive moa state of “perfect and
Caceeo 0 ever there was a war that
o pertoet peace’s it was the war that
~whi by the holy Prophet . over the

Svears' stavat Medina,

~ visited chiets of many

d entered into friendly

1 dinlomatic move that

4 them 1n case of an armed
oowere made with Ban
S Juhavna in the north

1 the west. which ensured
o case of foreign mvasion.

78

Thereby the
Mushim
detachments L,

could pass through their territories
safely.but the enemy forces were barred
from passing through a great part of that
tribalbelt. These pacts secured the tribal belt
around Medina.

As for the fighters in the cause of Allah. the
whole of the Muslim Ummah — the Emigrants
and the Supporters — were at the beck and call of
their beloved Master = . However, as for the
material resources, they were scant and meager.
About 150 Muslim souls had emigrated trom
Makkah and out of them, with the exception of
Abu Bakr - and Uthman b. Affan <, no one had
any means of his own worth the name. After
facing a long drawn’persecution at the hands of
the non-believers for almost 13 years, everybody
was forced to part with his home. belongings and
arms, and emigrate to Medinah empty-handed.
The Makkans had seized all their properties. Not
only that but they also barred the Muslims from
visiting Makkah for Umrah. Sa'ad b. Muaz.:
visited Makkah and wanted to complete Umrah
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rituals but Abu Jahl stood n his way and did not
let him pertorm the rituals until the repatriation of
the Mushm emigrants by the Medinans. Sa'ad =
also made clear to Abu Jahl that if the Makkans
barred the Medinans to enter Makkah for Umrah
purposes, the Medinans would be forced to
blockade the Makkan trade routes.

It was against this backdrop that the
Muslims unanimously rose to the occasion and
decided to face Allah's enemies: first near
Medinah (Badr), then in the outskirts of Medinah
(Uhud) and then in the very heart of Medinah
(Banu Nadhir, Khandag and Banu Quraidha,
etc.) and, finally, when the Muslims had proven
their mettle in all those fields, they set upon larger
strikes on the strongholds of enemy or its

collaborators which were situated far away from

Medinah (such as Khyber, Makkah, and Tabuk.
etc.).

He was not only the Prophet of Allah = but
also the head of the 'Commonwealth' — an ideal
Head of State who was setting examples and
precedents in all walks of life to be followed by
the believers for all times to come. Therefore. as
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supreme commander he could 1ll-afford to under-
estimate or 1gnore the threats and then be taken
unawares. He thercfore, adopted a systematic
defence strategy to be implemented in phases. In
the first instance, he sent exploratory
detachments of smaller strengths varyinge from 26
to 60 heads under the command oi I
companions = with the sole purpose of vaili
mformation. Besides intelligence vworl -

of such cxpeditions was also to puived

under Musiiny influence to ensin

loyalty and support of the b

Medinah that had entered it

recently but were still not Ml

time, such expeditions were o

believers for the upcomine o

The secondround ot
assertive i nature and w;: - -
enemy know that Medinah
state as Makkah and a pov.or
Mushm parties started shodeon
caravans passing by Medma,
had strict instructions not (o <
but restrain to making themsefvo
caravans so that the lcadevs ar = v o



e that Meodmah had become a state m its
v cieht oand appreciate the new political

Lies How ey e the purblind Makkans did not
aav iy heed o those sienals, Their caravans
Sore mtereepted with ninmal confrontation
w1t ne bloodshed. In due course of time,
Lo oy or some of the expeditions did result n
Lol shirmtishes which paved the way for full-

1
A S

oo onegeements. Thus. the enemy  was
Sodn phases,
o othe VMedinan pertod the Messenger

-

sitier himselt commanded  or
S oeiveseven military expeditions.
~commanded the Muslim armies in
s ofwhich fighting took place
11 addition, he despatched

Smadl nolitary detachments

S artous compantons. Nine

“ihe lite ot the Prophet .. at
Chnaald™ i astate of ware It

Caton o say that a constant

cad prevarled at Medinah

1 There were seven major
Flhandag. Khyber, Fath

. l"*-,
0 Tabuk, Of these the
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Muslims won the first (the Battle of Badr, March,

624). lost the second (the Battle of Uhud, March,

625). and outlasted the third by making the

invaders flee away disappointed (The Battle of
the Trench and the Siege of Medina, April, 627).

In March. 628, a treaty was signed between the

two sides. which recognized the Muslims as a
new force in Arabia and gave them {reedom to
move unmolested throughout Arabia. The
Meccan allies breached the treaty a year later
which paved the way for the fall of Makkah. At
several places the Holy Quran has mentioned
those battles (Ghazwat). For instance, A/-Anfal
was revealed about Badr, while the last part of
Aal-e-Imran was about Uhud. The beginning of
Al-Ah=ab was revealed about the battles of
Khandaq. Quraidha and Khyber. Al-Hashr was
revealed about Banu Nadhir, 4/-Fath about Al-
Hudabiya and the battle of Khyber. The conquest
of Makkah was mentioned indirectly in A/-Fath’
and directly in An-Nasr.

The Prophet :» won decisively n two
battles. Badr and Hunain. In the case of Makkah,
the Makkans virtually surrendered leading to a
total victory without fighting. As the actual goal




_'.‘
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ot the Prophet w2 was not to destroy or kill the
enemy, he never tried to do so. Peace was his
mission. The Treaty of Hudabiya testifies to his
desire and commitment to peace. He conquered
Makkah without shedding a drop of blood. Had
he wished 1t, he was at full liberty to put the
Makkans to sword. But the Prophet of Mercy ...
vanquished them not by sword but won their
hearts by a general clemency.

In almost all the battles, traditional
weaponry was used: archery and swords as attack
weapons and helmets, armours and shields as
protective weapons. However, in one of the
battles Manjaniqg (catapult) was also used durin o
the siege of Taif. In order to protect Medinah from
the cavalry of the invaders, an almost 7-kilometer
long and 20-feet wide trench was dug on the front
lines during the Battle of Khandag. There was no
regular army at that time. Every Muslim was at
the beck and call of the Prophet .. and offered
himself to fight in the cause of Islam as and when
needed. It was customary for any Arab to have in
his house a number of swords and other weapons

— these weapons were inherited generation after
generation and they took pride in it.
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He always preferred to cngage the enemy
outside the city, be it Badr or Meding. which
clearly shows that he was laying down ihe
doctrine and cthics of war to protect the civilians,.
the innocent lives as well the environmen: TG
the ravages of war, whiclk in the modern woarf
s known as the collateral dam: geo e
number ot casualties on the enemi <1 v
more than 250 whereas the number
martyrs did not exceed 150, Onpe 1
mind that these casualties were o
battle, but had happened in 0 o
spread over a span of ten veurs.

The First Battle al ‘Badi-

T'he State of Medinat o
independent entity with 1s o+
defined arca of jurisdicin::
expeditions were aimed at avaer
and making the Makkans undos
political scenario. Like anyv other 1o
too had every right to securc its w1
integrity.  The Makkans alwin -




suesume the Mushimes 1 their new homeland. his caravan to avoid encounter and sent word to

0 took 1t asoao growing threat Lo therr Makkans to drop the plan of combat. The
;J:T‘.‘.HN{IJI1‘01|1L":-;1:~411m.~41ﬂltlhcit‘ll‘ndcCHI‘EWHHS arrogant  Makkans proud of their matenal
~odltnd Tol ihcnurthp;mmhhmughMulinu. strength refused to return and kept marching

towards Medinah and finding that the Muslims
were staying near Badr they pitched their tents
therc across the valley.

0 e24 CLowhen Abu Sufian was returning
oy S ith his caravan, he spotted a group of
Ve, He diverted his route and escaped. But

o oqought that the Muslims would pursue hin On the morning of Friday, the 17th of
Cecesaee to Makkah on wineh Abu Jahl Ramadan 2 AH the two armies drew closer to
sy of 1000 men and 200 horses and cach other. First one-to-one duals occurred

g Adeding Rasulallah o deaided to followed by full-fledged combat and fierce

fighting. This battle has been unique in a sense
that there was a strong imbalance among the two
armics in terms of warriors and weapons. The
nonbelievers were fully equipped while the
believers were ill-equipped to such an extent that

oy on thenr way with a much smaller
L companions. with no cavalry
Doy had onby 3 horses and 70
ey were riding turn by turn,

~octie Mushm army marched some had even no stvord to fight with. On top of
~hine Badr tabout 140 mules it. they were fasting. Yet the lions of Medinah
codavs tme. Rasulallah proved their mettle in the battlefield.
oeco e had two choiees:
s caravan or to wait for The Quran bears testimony that first three

thousand and then five thousand angels aided the
Muslims to vanquish their foes. Invisible to the
human cyes, the angels landed on a mountain.

135167

o eneaue them there. When
onow that Mushm torees
o he diverted the course of
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which stands like a sand dunc anudst the hard
rocky terrain even today. and 1s known as Jab/ ar-
Rahmah (the Mountam of Mercy). In
encounter almost all the chieftams of the Quraish
taking part in that battle were killed. They lost 70
of their stalwarts while the Muslim casualtics
were almost 1/5". Abu Jahl was also among those
who had fallen. Among others, the father-in-law,
a brothers-in-law and one of tha, sons (Hanzala)
of Abu Sufian were also killed. Seventy more
were made captives, among them were Abbas the
uncle and Abu'al Aas the son-in-law of the
Prophet :z. In spite of their prowess, the Makkans
faced a bitter deteat with seventy ot them falling
captives i the hands of the Muslims. The
captives were well and generously treated by the
Mushims; those who could not pay ransom but
knew how to read and write were allowed to
redeem themselves by teaching the boys of
Medinah to write.

The news of the Prophet's victory spread
far and wide not only among the nelghbourmg
tribes but also across the Red Sea. Rasulallah .
sent a specital message to King Negus o
announce to the Muslims who had taken asylum

Marfat.com
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N Abyssinia that God had given them  (he
promiscd victory and that whenever they return
they would find satety and peace in the iy of
Mecedina. At the same time. the victor
strengthened the resolve ol the believers i
the tide on the non-believers, This was o i
pomtin the history ot Medimah. Yot
apparent defeat of the Quraish. the 0
st far from bemng secure. Alile

were ciircne ol the state ver the

not less thai a ihorm in 111.;«[- (|

that the defeat ot the Malkians o

sertous fallout with the \’ii NIE

hand in the pohtics of the Pea

Jewish  leaders. l.hus,_,lmt? |

Makkah secretlyv to svimes.

osses at Badr and started

amuch biggerattack.

, [Tl ag}'l‘w,"

When Abu Sutian o
could sce the impact ot the
was i mourning. The Jew- oo
and tried to mstigate then
planning to attack Medimah v
Within a year they were able o
bigger and stronger army. Al soi .
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wore announced to gear up their war machmery.
ey wanted to take revenge and wash the stains
ol hmmlm Their war plalmux thought that tor

N

4 punin e strike a surprise attack would be

pm ser to chiminate the Muslims.

Tiie Rattie of Uhud:

"
LI |
. 1

o vear's tme they were agamn on the

el tonwards Medimah w ith an army of 3,000 ot
. :mm

DY
!

“00 were mail-clad warriors. When their
¢ out. Abbas the uncle of the Prophet .

e
i aoword. By the time the message arrived.,
COohans had alrcady reached the suburbs ot

and cncamped o Dhee al-Hulaifa.
summoned his companions & to
Aotence plan. First he ordered to
oeabout the strength of invaders.

wnt to the area i the guise ot

Conded teedback on the strength
Convaders.,
- Uhe harvesting season was not

> the mvaders let loose their

Libonds to rob whatever they
ot the trees and shrubs to pitch
~ulaltah o wanted to put up

[t was the month of
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defence from within the city, but on the advice of
some of his companions ., he consented to march
out and engage the enemy four miles away from
the city in the foot of the Mount of Uhud.

Medinah had a sleepless night and a sort of
cmergency prevailed as the enemy was just at the
door. On a short notice a force of 1,000 warriors
was ready to fight and drive away the invaders.
On the way to the battletield, however, 300
hypocrites defected. Thus only 700 foot-soidiers,
with only two horses remained with the Prophet
.=, The Jews, who were committed under the
Charter of Medinah to put up a joint defence 1n
case of an attack, also backed out. The Prophet .
was facing three crises: firstly a sudden attack,
secondly the defeetion by the hypocrites. and
thirdly the betrayal by the Jews. There was no
time to re-draw the battle plans as the enemy had
already encamped on the plains in the south-west
of the mount of Uhud.

After saying the Fajr prayers in an open
area when it was still dark, Rasulallah .z led his



army and stationed them in a secure area amidst
the zigzag passes ot Uhud trom where they werc
to join the battlefield in small groups as and when
needed. Rasulallah sz deployed fifty archers on a
small hill, under the command of Ibn Jubayr - . to
shoot at the nvaders and keep volleying them
with arrows to thwart their advance. They were
mstructed not to leave that post. He ordered:
When the cavalry of the nonbelievers tries to
outflank us repulse them with showers of vour
arrows. Whether the enemy should be above or
below us, remain steadfast at your posts and
whatever befalls us do not come down from the
hilltop.

On the other side, under the command of
Abu Sufian, Khalid ibn Walid was in charge of
their cavalry. He did his best to mount one attack
after another, but in the face of the volleys of
arrows he could not do much. The enemy thus
suffered a setback and was put to route. their lady
soldiers ran hither and thither screaming. The
balance of victory looked clearly in favour of the
believers. Their eight standard-bears were killed
one after another, leaving nobody to raise their
flag. It fell on the ground close to a heap of their

dead bodies, and the Makkans did not darc come

torward to raise it. The Muslims had reached the
cnemy camps and for a while 1t Tooked as il e

war would soon be over with the Dattlofeh
remaming in the hands of the belicver.
misled the archers on the mountair P
came down the hill to join that advioe

par excotivnee. took the opporting
whole-hearted <urprise attach
Killing them in & sweepine
Muslims i disarrayv. the fire,
faded into a serious setbach

Quran:

Already had 1
His Promise swhon by
destroved your Joos
failed you, and o
about the order and
the Prophet had broeodi:
of thai forsehichyvou fon. .

A severe battle tollow
stalwarts started falling one

T

domg they lett their posts unattendod b0
Walid who was a strateoic CNPort e
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woas marty red near the archery post. Then Mus'ab

U who had a great resemblance to the
Prophet also fell and a rumour spread that the
Prophet  too had laid his hife. This gaveasevere

Slow (o the resolve of the Muslims in putting up a
sroper detence. As the battleground was very
wide. the warriors had to thin out to engage the
sneiy . Those who were around the Prophet
Couchtvalianty, Altand a few others surrounded
S Prophet with their bodies as human shields
Lo the <hower of arrows. Seventy of the
o tad their hives while hundreds  got
Lod Ihe Prophet o too was injured: his
4 protusehvs He lost two ot his teeth.
Crnara, an Ansart heroine. with a goat-
Sach. tlew atong the ranks of the
Cors. pouring  water i therr
Chom. Atone stage, she seized a
—wth manly vigour around the

vl badly wounded.

qok the Prophet w2 to a safe
e busied themselves with
e rest chhmbed up and
rvowith arrows. When the
. Muxlims had regrouped and
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were strategically better off due to the higher
terrain where it was hard to beat them, after many
failed attempts and losing many of his warriors,
Abu Sufian announced the end to the combat
crying out that the final reund would take place at
Badr after a year.

The death toll was high. Seventy of the
faithful had laid their lives, while the enemy had
suffered twenty-seven casualtiecs. When the
cnemy was still pursuing the believers on the
slopes of the mountain, the Makkan female
warriors. like vampires, were taking revenge
from the dead bodies of martyrs. Hinda. the wite
of Abu Sufian, ripped open the stomach of
Hamza.=. the uncle of the Prophet .z, smearing
his dead body by mutilating his ears and nose, and
in a savage frenzy ofsrevenge she swallowed his
liver. Such was the ethical standard of the enemy.

The Prophet .z relaxed tfora while inacave
in Uhud. where his daughter Fatimah z: came to
see him. When she saw him bleeding, she burnt a
piece of a mat and applied its ashes to the wound.
The dressing put a stop te the bleeding. After that
the believers came down the hills and the Prophet
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of Allah s led the prayers while seated due to the
Injuries. Thm he took a round of the battlefield
and ordered the bunal of the martyrs. Although
the blow was severe, yet it could not break the
courage of the bt.]lwus.. as the very next day
seventy of them were went as far as Hamira al-
Asad to pursue the fleeing enemy. The following
verse of the holy Quran plowdes the best critiquc
tor the event:

If ve have received a blow, the
(disbelieving) people have received a blow
the like thereof. These are (only) the ups
and downs which We cause to follow one
another for mankind, to the end that Allah
may know those who believe and mav
choose switnesses from among vou; and
Allah loves not the wrong-doers.

The enemy had fled the scene with an
inconclusive outcome. From the military
standpoint 'the strategic aim of the Makkans was
nothing less than the destruction of the Muqllm
community and the removal of Muhammad -
from the position of influence from Medina. ThlS
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alm they completely failed to achieve.! It was 4
non-win, no-lose' situation ending in a sort of g
draw. However, the combat did ]’)l()‘»ldt_ Many
lessons-learnt' to the Muslims. the first and
foremost being the importance of d]\u]}lmt ia
obedience to the commander. Had the beli.
obeyed the orders of the Pmphc Lo Ictor
apparent in the beginning could not b o
mto a niechtmare. A critical ana xu :h=_-

reveals tit the role of the 1-::;-.-
commander remamed supreme of
operations. With L[mmllu;x Cou;

manage the crises and o '
such a way that the cnemv I
flee away with onlv d...__
combat at Badr in the o
boast that they failed to ko

HU b

Sometime before il
the Prophet .. had
hostilities of the non-be |1L
some of his fanmuly affuirs. i
daughter Fatimal - to nis oo
Tahb.:. The 1-m,ddmg COTCINOI
of the time. The dowry of his noi

h{j] l
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onaisted of o mattress, a pillow stuttfed with

e her, a0 goat-skin lor water and a few

Woos

e ares, sonie perfume and a pair of silver

e attie of the Tronch R andag)

Ihe Batde of Uhud remained mmclusive.

oo Nakhans knew that the NMuslhims would
oo e the fest toomvade Nakkah, Hlowever,

Lo sure thatowith Medmah under Muslim
et trade routes to North and Fastwere
vl Therefore. they kept up therr war

Cooore in constant contacts with the
Cvakohah to drumoup a much greater
Chrecer attack. At the same time.
wiwith the Jewish community

Gt asstured them that 1t they
ey would not only betray
~d also mountan attack from

~1 A Rhab. the leader of the
Cistted Makkah along with
Ctosessure them full Jewish

Shwo vears to muster a great
Crodrawma warriors from ten

oo irtbes who ficlded -1—000

(oot-soldiers. 300 horsemen and around 1,000 to
| 500 camel nders.

Mcdinah was protected by a long
mountain range in the south while on the eastern
and western sides there was uncven hard-to-cross
rugged lava terrain. Thus the city was sate on
three sides. The only vulnerable side was on the
north where there was no natural obstacle. As
before, the Prophet - got the intelligence that a
huge army was about to march. He consulted his
companions = and on the advice of Salman
Farsiz he decided to dig a huge trench —too wide
for any horse to jump over and too deep for any
invader to cross it without paying its price. Such a
defence line was a strategy that the Arabs had
Never Sec.

>

The Makkans., armed to their teeth.
depended much on their cavalry. In the month of
March 627 CE. with ten thousand men Abu
Sufian set out on another adventure to crush
Medina. He had been able to drum up support
from various Bedouin tribes, such as Barni
Kinana, Ghatfan and various tribes of Tinama
and Nujd. That is why this campaign is also called



Al-Ahzab (the Confederates). As against this. Riding their war-proven horses  the
with merely 3,000 companions < at his disposal. imvading confederates rode as fast as thev could
Rasulallah s ordered the digging of'the defensive :
trench; himselt joming his companions = in the
hard work. The rocky terrain of Medinah made it
all the more hard for the believers to crush the

to take the Muslims unawares. However. a wide
and deep trench around the Mount of Sais
awaited them to give them the worst SUNPIT

rocks to dig the wide trench. Atone stage Salman They had never dreamt that tha_: Prophet . won
Farst == encountered a very hard rock difficult to use an altogether novel tactic. Many of -
break. Herequested the Prophet .z to come to his stalwarts and riders fell into the deep and

help. The Prophet .z picked up the shovel and hit trench never o rise again as the

the rock. A bright lightning sparked from the rock swarmed them with vollevs of arrow

which was broken into two pieces. He hit it the
second time and another glittering flash of light
sparked. On the third hit the whole rock was
broken mto pieces with a similar lightning spark.

from across the yawning ditel
several daring attacks in the
nights but. to their dismay. cooi

[n his prophetic tone, Rasulallah -z explained that the ditch well guarded by tho
with the first hit and the light of the spark, he was who repulsed every attac!
shown the palaces of Yemen, with the second attack failed they tried woo
lightening of the spark he had seen the royal pitch up their tents iar o,
palaces of the Sham and the western kingdoms. arrows and lay sicge to the i

while with the third flash of lightening he was
shown the palaces of the east (Iran). No doubt it
was an uphill task but the faith and determination
of the believers was insurmountable. In just a few

days the mission impossible was an
accomplished reality.

The mitial enemy pian «
sudden and severe attack o
could at the most last two or 50
against this, they had to pich oo
mount a siege for more than a foria
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o the promised move by the Jews from the rear,
ol the enemy away trom Medina, with a
C o d vannmye tench hving i between,
L oaiod e communicanon and contact with
1o dow sh collaborators with the result that

e ofall therrreadiness. the Jews fatled o keep

1
1

o nromise. Inthe begimnimg when some ot the

Vice s leaders famong them were: Sa'ad bin
| d S ad bin Ubadal ) visited the
ders o remind them of thewr

Loder the Charter ol Medimmah for

e detence. they just laughed at
redoour saving: "Who s this

C 0 of whom vou are speaking?

s between himand us. ™ They

Lo breach of the trust m

Charter ol Medmah It was

S seee prolonged and at
Soaite ants o break imto the
ey complexes (where
e housed with mimimal
ey at the front) were
| ¢ mmmates, the Jews
nomiliany assistance to the

e T el

9

nvaders. The Jews of Khyber did, however, send
some camel-loads of grain to assist the invaders
which fell into the hands of the Muslims and
could not reach the encmy. The Jews thus stood
exposed and having read the writ on the walls,
they were fortifying themselves to face the
consequences of their breach of the covenant.

The provisions of Makkans started
depleting. Their men and animals were on the
verge of starving. The confederacy stood on the
verge of collapse. The superior diplomatic moves
of the Prophet - had outwitted their plans. The
morale of the enemy forces started sinking day by
day and the confederates became weary of the
adventure. As they were aware of the superiority
of the Muslim infantry, they had relied much on
their cavalry battalien of 600 horses, but the
defence line of the trench foiled all their war
plans. There was, theretore, no major combat
except the feats of archery from across the trench.
At the most it proved to be a war of nerves and
wits and an exercise in futility on the part ot the
encmy. Moreover. the winter was severely cold
and their tent-city was ill equipped to ward oft the

biting chill of the freezing winter.
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The Prophet = prayed to Allah and the
same night a severe storm dashed in to uproot
their tents leaving them at the mercy of the
lashing winds. Its warriors were screaming in the
dead ot the night. In such a fiasco. Abu Sufian
was the first to pack up and mount on the
horseback telling others to follow him suite. With
all their plans talling to the ground. they had no
option but to flee from the battlefield dejected
and humbled. After this horrible debacle, the
1dol-worshippers of Makkah gave up for good
any misadventure again. The Prophet ... declared.
to the great solace of the Muslims, that the
Makkans would never dare march on Medinah
agaimn. He was right! The Battle ot Ditch proved to
be their last military adventure on Medina.

The Treaty of Hudaybia:

After this the Muslims dealt with the
Jewish conspirators. Some having been banished
and others eliminated, the nominal Jewish
presence in Medinah was neutralized easing up
the situation to a great extent. The believers

9]

consolidated their position and the Prophet
paid grcater attention 1o the  administratis o
matters. In 628 CL the Mcessenger of Allal
decided to visit Makkah for Tesser pilori o
(Umralt). As it is prohibited to carry e ) o4
holy arca. Rasulallah .. decided o walt 40
holy city unarmed amid his worst oo o

was accompanied by almost 1600 Con ey

Lo perform Cmralr wearime the ot

SVIMDO Eora peace inttiativ e ril

of war. He inde a stopover a7
outskirts ol Makkuh.

When the news peachso
thought that the Musim 0
city. and sent several peo
Mas'ud. 1o contirm the
arrival. To allav thew 0
Usman bm Attan . . o
them that he had no ~uob
made an offer to Usmar
kins he was tree to make /0
do so until the Prophet o0
[gnoring all diplomauce pios
put him mto a prison. iine i
created misgivings i the hearie




w ho thought that he mueht have
<o 111 of them took an oath on the hands of the

IHUP]IL

been murdered:

ander the shadow ot a tree to avenge

his Blood. come what mayv. That oath 1s known as

:’J'u‘]l of i ol '/\“K/f“ T H
[ <man

hm’/m{m Oath). However,
Was SO0N lLIL..lHLd and he returned to

the camp sately,

~
LY

‘*;”‘IHHHL.
b the tollowing directions:

When the non-believers became  pretty

o that the purpose was just to perform Umirah,

~onl thelr emissaries o negotiate a sort of
subail bin Amrcame with a flag of
“Ofter peace
mnad on the condition that he turns
L oar because never could we put up with
e Arabs who wall mamtain that he

i spite ot all that we had said or

around the same ume, he may

o holy sanctuary as it pleases

Clact. they were not ready to

~ Makkah freely. but at the
~convineed that some sort of
1obe tound with the nising star
~centre. For face saving they
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were not willing to let the Muslims enter Makkah
there and then, but did seem willing to put an end
to hostilities should the Mushims go back at that
time. They agreed that the Prophet .z and his
followers would be allowed free access to
Makkah for threc days tor pilgrimage 1n the
following year, and in return they were eager to
stgn a sort of no-war pact. Although the terms

WCEIC

not equitable, yet Rasulallah .z accepted

their proposal and a treaty was signed, the major
points of which were:

!d

4

War should cease for ten years.Other tribes
and individuals should be free to ally
themselves with either party;

Minors going from Makkah to Medinah
without consent of their guardians should
be sent back but any Mushim returning to
the Quraish would not be sent back.

The Prophet -2 and his followers would not
enter Makkah that year, but would be free
to visit the holy city in the coming year for
three days with the minimum of normal
weapons considered necessary tor
pilgrims.
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On the face of it, the terms did not seem
much tavourable, but it did establish beyond any
doubt that Medinah had been recognized as a
geo-political entity. According to the terms of the
treaty, the neighbouring Arab tribes were free to
form alliances with either party. Once such
allhances were made known, it was agreed by
both parties that the same terms would be
apphcable to the allies. The Prophet = stayed at
Hudabiya for some days and returned. As per the
treaty, Rasulallah = visited Makkah along with
his companions for Umirah in 629 CE.

Inviting the then Impevial Powers to Islam:

Atter entering into a truce with Quraish the
situation was relatively calm and peaceful. The
Prophet -z paid more attention to strengthening
the foundations of the State. By that time. the
tribal belt around Medinah had also
acknowledged his leadership by entering into the
fold of Islam. The state of Medinah had thus won
full recognition within the Peninsula. At that
stage, Rasulallah .2 wrote personal letters to the
emperors of the then imperial powers such as
Heraclius the Caesar of Rome. Negus of
Abyssinia, Chosroes of Persia and Magauqas of

Egyptand some important rulers of Arab states in
the cast. This initiative was aimed at announcing
the status of Medinah as a new political entity i
its own right, mviting them at the same time 1o the
fold of Islam with Muhammad heme ihe
Messenger of Allah for all mankind, Not i
addressees  reciprocated tavourable. v
Negus. Maqgauqgas and  Heraclins oo,
protocol and honour to the ambis o

the Ghassam princes. in utier
miernabional norms and protocot.

the Mushim envoy. The Chosroo -

to tear the fetter of the Propher 10

cnvoy back. When the new

Prophet ... he observed: Thi-

Chosroes be torn mto picee

happened shortly thereatior

The Con quest of 'K VDo

Besides the aboyve RISTAEE
equal attentron to cnsure o
and provide peace and scontic
getting an antellicence lead 1
northern areas were conniving v
Taif to launch a joint attack. v
expedition towards Fadak area, 17 -



Contirmed the news because @ group of Banu
L was found o have (allen prey to the
Towish trap. Adter having confirmed reports,
2aaulallab L decided to Taunch a pre-cmptive
drihe at Khvber which was a stronghold of the
Tow~ and had become a centre of CONSPITacics
or sinee the banishment of Jews of Nadhir and
Oeoiga and execution of the Quraidha tribes.
o Panishod Jews had mostly settled m and
Cooond K ber, Thus all tactions of the Jews were
~ocuewath the hostle Bedouin elements,

e Makhans had been neutralized by the
Coanand were not willing to jump INto
T but o hostotother tribes who still
Cwards Isiam were on the lookout
ety The Khyberites were in
Stements and. given time. therr

- eathered further momentum.

e prepared anarmy ot 1,400

~oched on to Khyber n the

~ Hiyra year (629 CL).

. lush ureen tields, Khyber

oot 80 kilometers in the north

core the Jews lived in big
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compounds and forts. Their chief named Marhab
lived in a huge fort atop a hill that was not easily
accessible. They had ample provisions to live by
with no shortage of arms to fight with.

An invitation either to embrace Islam or to
pay tribute to the State of Medinah was turned
down by the Khyberites. Their elders opted for a
pitched battle which took place. Khyber had
many fortresses which fell to the lot of the
Muslims one by one. But the strongest fort was
that of Qamus situated on the top of a hill. On the
first day Abu Bakr: and the second day Umar.z.
commanded the attack on that stronghold but the
Jews remained holed up in that fort. On the third
day Ali-= commanded the attack. The Jews were
forced to come out in the open area where a hand-
to-hand fight took place. Ali killed Marhab and
conquered the fort that was considered
nvincible. This fort still exists on the hill as an
archacological site. After fourteen centuries, 1ts
remains still tell the tale of its grandeur and
strength. The Jews surrendered and begged for
peace. Khyber was conquered on 24th of Rajab 1n
the 7" Hijra year (629 CE). Their lands and

immovable properties were secured to them and
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they were given full freedom to practice their
religion. On agreeing to pay onc half of the
produce 1n recognition ot the Muslim rule. a
peace agreement was signed with them. A fter that
another stronghold ot the Jews, namely Fadak.
also fell to the lot of Muslims without fighting
and a similar peace scttlement was made with
them.

After conquering Khyber and. in the wake
of the treaty of Hudaibia, Rasulallah ... sct out to
Makkah to perform Umrah in the company of a
number of his companions. The Quraish
evacuated the holy city for three days to let the
Muslims perform their rituals freely. After three
days the Muslims left Makkah. This peaceful
visit resulted in converting some of the important
Quraishi figures who. vyears later. played an
important role in the expansion of Islam. Khalid
bin Walid and Amr bin al-Aas were among the

Makkans who came into the fold of Islam at that
fime.

The Northern Front:

| With the downfall of the Jews the northern
side was secure to a great extent, but farther up 1n

the north there was situated a small Argh
Christian kingdom of Ghassanids. which under
the suzerainty of the Romans. used to be 1 buffor
state between  the Romans and  the  Aralbs
Bedouins. In the cight year of Hijra Proph.
Muhammad sent a letters to the heads o o
surroundimg states and. among them, o 1
covernor of Busra through his emissarc 11
Umarr . When Haris - arrived o1 AR

Muta he wirs Killed by Shrahbeo!
commanders  of the Bvrzamio:

Breaching the international diplon

the Ghassanids had killed ihe Vi

had caused great resentment .

Muslims making the situat -

this situation. some hypo.o+

joined hands with the ¢+

plotting against the Muslii -
wellaware of these intricns
some Arab tribes 1 the o
border. The role of the v
However. emboldencd by theii
act and contrary to all mtomuai.
protocols, the Ghassanids went o -
killed fiftcen Muslims near 7o 70,7

Al-Ghifari = the head of the tean: -
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while the battle was still raging, a thousand
kilometers away at Medina, the Prophet of Islam
. stood on his pulpit in Masjid an-Nabaw1 and
caid: “Zaid = held the banner and was Kkilled.
Sorortoration. Prophet \Muhammad o decided to Then the banner was carried by Ju'afar < who
Cord 1 strone arny of 3,000 men m August 629 was also killed and then it was carried by
1 ) ' Abdullah bin Rawahah = who was also killed.
Then the banner was carried by a Sword from
Allah (Khalid ibn Walid ) and the opening (the
conquest) would occur on his hands. This took
olace in Jamadi Awal & AH. As a result of the
defeat of the Romans many tribes of the Northern
areas entered the fold of Islam.

o ther upn the nortl, the Christian gm'cynm'lut‘
o workimge divectly ander the Roman mpire
other emissary ol the Prophet 2.
Merelore, tooarrest the stuation from further

' 1 .
N .LJ

e Christians came forward with an army

S o persons. Caesar Also directed his
Cheodor oo qoin them with another
Ay consisting of Bedouin
v e near Ma'an (today this
4 the 2000 companions - waited
Corsecrarmy. With the ratto ot 1:33
ceohtrelentlesslve Tt was a {leree
aual setbacks to the Mushms.

g - lad his Tife and then

o and then Abdullalr bin

Crored The Mushims decided

Seoi W s lemporary as soon

S T

Besides a great number ot the common
folks. one of the generals of Caesar also
smbraced Islam. The emperor, who had defeated
‘he lranians some ,years ago, felt too much
humiliated. As a seasoned emperor with a huge
experience of men and matters, he was very well

Cornmand ot KNhalid bin
Coredihe told of Islamonly a
Jeother vigorous attack was
Lo ihe enemy  flee. The

reading the writ on the wall. However, to avenge
he debacle and to arrest the rising tide of Islam,
the Romans started making further preparations.
There used to be some Christians at Medina,

though in minority. Along with the hypocrites
amidst the Muslims, they also sent the Romans

i the hands of the Mushms.
A place to mention here that
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their assurances that they would stand by them in
case of an attack. The hypocrites of Medinah had
built a pseudo-mosque (Masjid Zarar) in the
Quba' area where they used to hold secret
assemblies. Caesar fell into their trap and
counting much on the support of Ghassani and
Kindi Christians who had assured him that they
were ready to die for their Roman masters. he
decided to launch another attack.

When the Prophet = got an intelligence
lead, he asked his followers to rise up to the
occasion — a challenge to face the biggest of the
then 1mperial powers. Medinah was already
facing a drought that year and there was severe
shortage of provisions. Yet the insurmountable
beliet 1n Allah and His Prophet .2 made the
companions = rise to the occasion and they
started pooling up their resources. Thousands of
volunteers, burning with the desire of sacrificing
their lives in the cause of Allah, rallied and
enlisted in large numbers for conveyance and
weaponry. Vying with one another, cverybody
contributed whole-heartedly to the campaign.
Abdul Rahman bin Auf = and Uthman e
provided 1.000 camels along with provisions and
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weaponry. Umar . brought half of his
belongings to the fore. But Abu Bakr - surpassed
everyone and gave away whatever he then
possessed in the cause of Allah. In the scorchine
sun of the desert summer, in the 9" Hijra vear
thirty thousand lions of Medinah set out on .
campaign to fight many times bigger and .

cquipped army of the Roman Empire.

Fhe Prophet o did not cross i1+
terrtory and remaining within (i
Arabian Penisula he decided 1o v
engage the aggressors there A
was mnformed that the forces
alltes had retreated by
withdrawing from the S
stopover at Tabuk forestalice
who, having learnt a lessoy .
fatlure, did not dare risk anoie
the steppes overlying the wre
The Prophet = remained s
twenty days and took the oppor
several Bedouin tribes Tivine i o}
Some of them embraced Islam wh .
neutralized and thus became a butior b
two powers — the Romans and ithe -




hese sieps notonly secured
o 1o enhancing the political status o

\edima
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e borders but also
f the state of
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3. Toabrogate the Hudaibia Treaty.

Rejecting the first two options. the Quraish
chose to abrogate the Treaty itself They declared
the no-war pact null and void without werghime
the consequences of their hasty decision. ©ater on
The Conquest of Mecca: when they realized their folly, Abu Sufian visin .
Medimah to make a compromise but 1t w0

- . . late: the damage done could not BT
ccording to the Treaty of Hudaybia the Rasulallah  was out of Medinah o i

Arab tribes were free to form alliances Abu Sutian sought the help of moan
with any of the two parties to the treaty. figures to arrange « patch-up. bir
Accordingly. Bani Bakr opted to join the Quraish succeed. Rasulallah - was lofi
while Ban1 Khuza'ah had become allies of the to listen to the call of his a4y
Muslims. Shortly afterwards, some people of punish the Makkans for their
Banu Bakr attacked Banu Khuza'a and killed He ordered the Muslim.
some of their people while they were in the holy arrancements. A valiant L.
sanctuary of the Ka'aba. The Khuza'a leaders immediately responded 1o ¢
imvoked the Muslim's assistance. Under the terms Ramadhan in 8" Hijra vear. i
of the Treaty, therefore, the Prophet - contacted army towards Makkah, A\ie:
the Quraish and offered them three alternatives: days the Mushim armv cnen

. r o 2 % W b LR N & "* - r}}
I. To pay blood money to Banu Khuza'a for Zahran, avalley near Makhah
the nnocent victims who were killed: or

Rasulallah .o sent his uncie
diplomatic mission to Makkuli |
Sufian and advised him that the & o

2. To terminate their alliance with Banu Bakr
as a punishment, or otherwise
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Quraish was 1o surrender. After long
qecotiations. Abu Sufian consented and, shy of
Soine the tmid Makkans in the dark ot the night,

came o the camp ot the Prophet .. and
proclamed  his conversion to Islam. The
tollowing dav. the Day ot the Opening (Fat'h),
Witnessed the march of the triumphant Muslims
throueh the streets of vanquished Makkah on to
e holy Ka'aba with no resistance whatsoever.
Realizing their mability to give battle with any
~oape of victory. the Makkans m large numbers
oo wurrendering themselves to the Prophet's

hL‘

-

oo which proved infimately greater than many
o betore or sinee. Although, the scared
Cos were expecting severe punishment

ov had been doing i the past, yet the
4+ Allah L. the Mercy for All
L oeral clemeney. The city that had
- ud an alternate home 1n a distant
~oguered without an injury or a
~of his arch enemies. The
e general amnesty marked the
~raten. The Makkans embraced
nd were extremely happy. In the
4w jubllant companions i, the
niored the sanctuary of the holy

Marfat.com
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Ka'aba. One by one the false deities, the 1dols, the
icons of Satan, were smashed and sanctity
restored to the House of Allah. While doing that,
the Prophet » was reciting the verse: “Say the
Truth has come and the falschood gone; no doubt
the falsehood is doomed to vanish.”

The defeated Makkans crowded the
sanctuary, with every eye fixed on the Prophet .
to sec how he would decide their fate. The
Prophet of Mercy « broke the silence by reciting
the following verses:

") human beings! We have indeed
created vou of a male and a female and
made vou into nations and tribes so that
vou may know one another. Surely the most
honorable of vou with God is the one
among vou who is the most pious. Surely,
God is Knowing, Aware.

Then he delivered the following address:

"There is no god but Allah. He has no
associate. He has made good His promise
that He had held to His slave and helped
him defeat all the confederates. Bear in
mind that every claim, be it of blood or



property. stands null and void today except brothers: “There is no reproach against

that of the custody of the holy sanctuary ou today: God will forgive. He is the most
Ka'aba, and of supplying water to the erciful and the most Compassionate.™
pilgrims. Bear in mind that for anyone slain
unjustly the blood money is a hundred And he added:  'No more responsibibity
camels. O people of the Quraish! Surcly burdens you today. 'Idhhabui.. wa antm o
God has removed from you all arrogance (ulagaa — Walk away. as you are free o oo ()
of the times of ignorance as well as all pride throbbing hearts of the Makkans were woar -
1IN your ancestry, because all have these words of magnanimity. He then i
descended from Adam, and Adam was face to the Helpers (Ansars) of Medin:
made of clay." Turning to the crowds, the God torbid that I should Teave voir
Prophet .z said in a voice full of live shall T hive oo and there shali
compassion and magnanimity:

0 people of Quraish! What do you As soon as the Ka'ubiy

idols, Bilal - was ordered 1

think I will do with you?”
Y the holy Ka'aba to annoui

Suhail ibn Amr, who had repeatedly Makkans and the Medinan-
fought against the Prophet ;. replied on yesterday -- stood side by 1
behalf of them all: around the holy Ka'aba. a1 ;.

with Rasulallah . {000

'We think that you will treat us well,

noble brother, son of a noble brother. congregation. He had accowipi: -
P .

mission. Allah's worship had I
A radiant smile flashed across his face and. in a pristine pure form. The honour
spirit of gratitude to Almighty Allah, he said: Makkah stood restored and ¢ o

‘ . 1l k ., 1 A T
"I shall speak to you as Yusuf (Joseph - known as Makkat-al Mikarian

Peace be upon him) spoke unto his
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Tie Rattice of Hunaotand the Siege of Taif:

e Prophet o stayved a NMakkah ftor two

W oohs and atter appomting Abu Sufian - as a
con ernor, he decided to go back to Medinah, On
hie o back he had to pass through a farge arca
of il where various clans ot Bawnu Hawazin
B Saad. Ban Zahran and Banie Thagif)y held
dretr swav, With Makkah falling to the lot of the
\uslims. there was no choice for such tribes but
ey o be et peace with Mustims or to keep up
Cothties with no chance ot success. Those
~ o ore jealous of the inereasing power of the
car of Islam and opted for the sccond
Caction. Les to be at odds with Musiims.
ommand of Malik bin Aut. these
waconsiderable strength in Awras

SN Takkah, When Rasulallah -z

Chies, he decided to contront

Cowoa 12,000 strong Mushm

noh them back. The ten

2 Aedmah were jomed by

. from the new-converts of

m torees left Makkah n
When they were  passing
pass inthe valley of Hunain,

\

[

.
L
N

1¢2
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a group of cnemy archers attacked the advance
cuards from the mountains causing panic and
contusion. The Muslims ran hither and thither to
stave off the volleys of arrows. However, on
orders of the Prophet ..., Abbas - shouted at the
top of his voice and called the Mushims to rally
around the Prophet :z. When the Mushms heard
the call, they rushed to the spot and a fierce hand-
to-hand battle followed that put the enemy to

route.

Many c¢lans of Banu Hawazin surrendered
at a place called Ja'arana. A lot of booty fell in the
hands of the Muslims. But the magnanimity of
the Prophet 2z can be seen by his generosity to the
vanquished. All the booty was given away to
them. Virtually all of Banu Sa'ad had come nto
the fold of Islam. It yas at this place that Halima
Sadia = . the wet nurse of the Prophet -z and her
daughter, Shayma = his foster sister — met him,
He grected them with utmost compassion and
affection and freed all their prisoners as a gesture
of goodwill towards Banu Sa'ad.

However. the hard-hearted enemy tighters
fled the battlefield to continue hostilities. but they
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were followed up to . hras valley where a more
fierce combat took place. The enemy could not
tace the wrath of the lions of Medinah and
retreated to the nearby walled city of Taif only to
be tollowed by the pursuing Muslim torces. The
enemy then preferred to lock up in the Taif fort. It
was tor the first time that the Muslims made usce
of Manjanigs (catapults) to sling stones to make
them come out of their stronghold into the open
battletield. but to no success. The Prophet ..
besieged the city for two weeks. As the situation
remained inconclusive, he preferred to lift the
stege and set out to Medinah. After some time.,
however, the Taif chief, Urwa, visited Medinah
and embraced Islam. On his return. he was
murdered by some mischief-mongers, but soon
thereafier a sense of reason prevailed upon them
and the city elders sent another delegation to
Medinah to sign a peace treaty. The delegation
was wellrecerved and all of them embraced Islam
and thus the entire area of Taif became Muslim.
The Prophet . sent a party under Abu Sufyan -
and Mughira - to destroy various idols in Taif.
Another party was sent under the command of Al;
b. Talib = to Qudaid (Mushallal valley) where he
preached Islam and succeeded in converting the

13

Bedouin tribes. He smashed the famous ido] of

Manat.
The First Hajj

After the conquest of Makkah 11
Mushms were free  to perform  pilorin .
Makkah was recady to receive the prlorime o
all corners of the Peninsula, Althouely b i
of Allaiv bhad been cleansed  of |
polythersm. vet the fifth prilar o0
remainced to be established. In i
Hyra (631 CE) Hajj was made i
pillar of Islam. for those who . .

Prophet of Allah ... allowed 1+
perform Hajy under the 1o
Stddiq e Ttwas the firse o
therc appeared great enthg, v
perform it. In the past the o it
yearwere known as months o 0.
the Quraishites used to announ.
were to start. That vear it was
in the ecleventh month 707
Rasulallah .. sent a large numb.

Makkah to perform Hajj. Atier it
the Muslims

from Mecedina,
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\{akkah from the next yvear onwards.
plamns ol \Mina, Al |
L ommandment that starting from the comimg year
po pacan would be lowed to enter the holy
arocinciz ol fokhat al Mukarramal.

Repentanee (Ae-Taubah)  was revealed.
1 asulallah | |
od announce the revelation harring the pagans

despatched Al = 10 follow them

i non-Mushms trom cntering the sacred ety Of
In the
announced the new

e of Delegations:

Phe g corenonies  were  over with
o L broughtin s train complete sway
L dmost all the Arabian Peninsula. 1t
ul the stake holders mn the Arabian
e event had stamped sole

~rule of Medinah in the whole

seople from all corners ot

4 in great numbers 10 Medinah
oiolam. The tribes so far outside

v sent their delegations 1o

_2.ance to the Holly Prophet of

0 also formally come under

o oand Al was sent there as

.+ The only pocket that remained
Caence of Islam was the area of

1C4

Najran in the south-cast. Their leadership did
visit Medinah but instead of embracing [slam
they preferred to pay tribute and accept the
suzerainty of the Islamic state and stick to their
religion. They Prophet signed a treaty with
them and aliowed them to follow their own
religion as 'People of the Book' without any
coerclon.

[ eaders of various other tribes, from far
and near, poured into Medinah to embrace Islam
and on their return they were accompanied by
companions ot the Prophet = 10 teach Islamic
principles to the new converts. When dispatching
these teachers, the Prophet = always instructed
them: 'Deal gently with the people, and be not
harsh: cheer them, and do not look down upon
them . You will meeg with many believers in the
Holy Scriptures, who will ask you: 'What 1s the
key to heaven?' Answer them 1t is to bear witness

to the divine truth and to do good.’

More about hiis Miracles:

As already briefly stated elsewhere earlier,
the Messenger of Allah s performed a number of




miracles during his prophetic career. The greatest
of his miracles is the Holy Quran itself which is
his living miracle. Its 'Divine Style' is unlike any
human styles of writing and is inimitable in cvery
respect — its Imguistic perfection and beauty in
which brevity, rhetoric and cloquence mingle
together to convey the Divine Message, and.
above all, 1ts scientific disclosures and
prophecies make it a standing miracle of the Holy
Prophet .2 to last till the 'Last Day'. While this
super miracle alone is enough to provide
adléquate proof of his prophethood, the
Messenger of Allah .z did perform quite a
number of other miracles during the course of
prophetic mission.

Of many of the miracles wrought by him,
his Night Journey, or Ascension to Heavens and
Sphitting of the Moon have been mentioned in the
Holy Quran also. Once, holding some pebbles in
their hands, the non-believers asked him about
what they were hiding. The Messenger of Allah .
just gave them a pleasant smile as the pebbles had
started reciting the Shahadah (a declaration of his
prophethood) leaving the non-believers dumb-
founded. At times, he would move huge trees
without uprooting them, and cause a small

1¢S5

amount of food suffice for feeding thousands of
his Companions. Narrated Abdullah b. Masud - -
“We used to consider miracles as Blessings of
Allah &, but you pcople consider them to be g
warning. Once we were with Allah's Apostle . on
a journey, and we ran short of water. He «aid
‘Bring the water remaining with vou o Th
pcople brought a utensil contaming a e v o
He placed his hand in it and said. 7o oy
blessed wawr and the Blessing v
Allah &= " 1 sav water flowing £
tips of Allah's Apostle . and o o

to hear the morsels and or ¢
gloriftying Allah J=. when som.

mecals with him.

-L
T
L

[t somebody approsci.
for rains during the periods o
pray and the downpour of i
immediately. Whenever lie o
Arabian sun. a speck of cloud e
a sudden to hover in the skic. -
shade from the severity of the
narrated in many Hadith books 1
his Companions (Usaid b. Hudhair
b. Ubadah ) departed from him

Marfat.com



Joudy nieht, he ordered his walking stick to gom
Sont ot them. Thus they were led by his stick
el shone Tke a lamp (gomg m front of them)
Lohine the way tll they reached a point where
thetr paths were to separate in the Quba arca nto
o different directions: that light spht up mnto
o and remained so il they reached ther

rospective homes.

The Messeneer of Allah 2 used to deliver
Cemons while standing beside a trunk of a
i o the Muaspd Nabawi, When some of

Srsantons made a wooden pulpit for his

e and he started using it the dead and

S e date palm started erying and the
went to it rubbed his hand over it

R REY
L

et of Aldlah o also foretold
conts that had vet to oceur —
= already taken place while

il oecur towards the end of

1€°6




e camel, he recited, "Labbailk’ Allaliimma
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SRR BRI S sharecka lak" signitying. "Here | am at Thy
| service, here Tam, O' Lord, here I am 1o declare
'Tiie__ffarewe['[".'Pilgrimage: that there is no partner with Thee. Al Praise and
| blessings belong to Thee and all SOVeretent
asulallah == was in the sixty-third year of Thine. l”am hcrq at Thy service. and Thog b e
his life when in the tenth year of Hijra partner.™ All his Companions SRNIRIEES
(corresponding to 633 CE) he decided to same loudive Te entered the iy 0
perform Hajj which in history of Islam gocs by a1_1d.,_as he rode . he praved: "] ot
the name of Hajjatul Wa'da (Farewell dignity and glory. the honour v

Pilgrimage). By then his mission had been Your House: and greatly incica .

accomplished for all intents and purposss. A d!f%.“'.‘yz [{1ety:_g0()nir1css. and et
complete code of life had been laid down and visitit for Hajy or Umrah!™ ¢+
delivered in the form of the holy Quran and the Hajjah. IF made Javaf ol
perspna] precept of the hO]y PrOphet 2 (SI-HH?CI}?)_ (WO R_(!k as of pl‘:il}-"Cl' at ih.
Having reached the culminating point in his (Mugam-c-Ihrahim = )
prophetic career, he was looking forward to bid

tarewell to his faithful followers. On the §thot Dh-al-i7-.
lett with his Companions {foi 4
Towards the end of the month of Dhu al- night there, and on the b
(Qa'da the Prophet 2 left for holy Makkah 1n the (Morning Prayer), he proceed:
company of his 114,000 companions . All his Arafah where he made a stop-ove:
family members also accompanied him. He put day. With his personal example e v
on fhram at Dhu al-Hulaifa. As he rode his she- various rituals of Hajj which is the 1105

1¢'7
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l<lam. On the day of Hagy i the plains of Arafal
he delivered his last address to the pilgrims
cwmmarizmg the central points of his illumined
wachines. The lastsermon s known as Khutbatul
0o (Farewell Address). Wrapped in sublime
cloguence. the prophetie sermon 1s a declaration
of human rights and a charter for the rights of
womentolk, slaves and the downtrodden. The
Prophet . dwelt on mutual rights and
sbheations: human equahty. fundamental human
“ohis, right to Tives right to cconomic security.
ol to mierit and right to justice as well as the
S ot women and the rights of slaves. Divine
on had been pertected with the revelation
©rectied 1o the large gathering: This day
~ecred vour religion for you and
o fivour unto vou. and have chosen

Vas religron,

rmonof the Holy Prophet :

o ext of the Farewell Address
~ophet at Mount Aratat:
s due to Allah, so we praise
ko Fiis pardon and we turn to

him. We seek refuge with Allah from the
evils of ourselves and from the evil
consequences of our deeds. Whom Allah
cutdes aright there 1s none to lead him
astray; and there is none to guide him
aright whom Allah leads astray. 1 bear
witness that there is no God but Allah, the
One, having no partner with Him. His 1s
the sovereign and to Him 1s due all praise.
He grants life and causes death and 1s
Powerful over everything.

There is no God but Allah, the One; He
fulfilled His promise and granted victory
to His bondsman, and He alone routed the
confederates (of the enemies of Islam).

O' People! Listen to my words, for I do
not know whether we shall ever meet again
and perform Hajj after this year.

Allah says, O' people We created you
from one male and one female and made
you into clans and tribes, so that you know
each other. Verily in the sight of Allah, the
most honoured amongst you is the one who
is most God-fearing. There is no superiority



for an Arab over a non-Arab and for a non-
Arab over an Arab, nor for the white over the
black nor tor the black over the white except
In piety.

All mankind 1s the progeny of Adam and
Adam was formed of clay. Behold! ev Cry
claim whether that ot blood or property, is
under my teet except that of the custody of
the Ka'ba and supplying of water to the
pilgrims, O' people of Quraish, don't appear
(on the Day of Judgment) with the burden of
this world around your necks, whereas other
people may appear (before the Lord) with
the rewards of the hereafter. In that case I
shall not help you.

Behold! All practices of the days of
1ignorance are now under my feet. The blood
revenges of the days of ignorance are
remitted. The first clalm on blood I abolish
1S that of Ibn Rabi'ah bin Harith who was
brought up in the tribe of Sa'ad and whom
the Hudhails had killed. All interest and
usurious dues accruing from the times of
ignorance stand wiped out. And the first

amount of interest that [ remit 1s that which
was duc to Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib ..
Vertly it1s remitted entirely.

O" people! Verily your blood. vour
property and your honour arc sacred and
inviolable until you appear before vour
Lord, as the sacred inviolability of this <
of yours. this month of yours and thi
town (ot yours). Verily you will <oon 1
your Lord and you will be held o
forall your actions.

O" people! Verilv vou h.:a_u;f: -
rights over your women i
have certain rights over vea
upon them to honour cor
not to commit acts ot i
they do. you are autlicr .
separate them from vou: o
them, but not severely et
then clothe and teed ther oo
[t 1S not permissible for o e
anything from the wealith of b
anyone but with his consernt.

Treat the women kindlv, s
your helpers and not in a position o

Martat.com



e aftairs themselves. Fear Allah
concerning women, for verily you have
ken them on the security ot Allah and have
made their persons lawtul unto you by
words ot Adlah.

O people! Allah. the Almighty and
I alted. has ordained to everyone his due
Jrare (of inheritance). Henee there 1S 1NO
aoed (ot special) testament for an hetr.

e child belongs to the marriage-bed
dthe vielator ofwedlock shall be stoned.
o Reckoning ot their (deeds) rests with
S Hle who atributes his ancestry (o
Chan his father or claims his clientship
1100 his master. the curse ot Allahas

must be repard. all borrowed
- be returned. gifts should be
—nd aosurety must make good
oesred.

Sy one committing a crime 18
<10 but himselt. Neither the
Consible for the crime of his
o tather tor the crime of his

e

child.

Nothing ot his brother is lawtul for a
Muslim except what he himselt gives
willingly. So do not wrong yourselves. O
Pcople! Every Muslim is the brother of
cvery other Muslim, and all the Mushms
form one brotherhood. And your slaves; see
that you feed them with such food as you eat

yourselves, and clothe them with the similar
clothes that you wear.

Take heed not to go astray after me and
do not strike one another's necks. He who
has any trust with him, must return 1t to 1ts
OWner,

O' people! Listen and obey, even though
a mangled Abyssinian slave 1s appointed
your chief, provided he executes the
commands in Book of Allah.

O' people! No Prophet would be raised
after me and no new Ummah (would be
formed) after you. Verily I have left amongst
you that which will never lead you astray.

the Book of Allah, which if you hold fast
you shall never go astray.



And beware of transgressing the limits
set 1n the matters of rcligion, for it is
transgression ot religion that destroyed
many people betore you.

Verily, Satan 1s disappointed at ever

being worshipped in this land of yours. but
he will be pleased by your obedience to him
In matters that you may think insignificant:
so beware of him in your matters of religion:
1t 1S 1n the small matters that Satan leads
astray and small matters adds up.

Behold! Worship your Lord: offer
prayers five times a day: observe fasting in
the month of Ramadhan: pay Zakah (poor
due) on your belongings; and perform
pilgrimage to the House of Allah and obey

your rulers and you will be admitted to the
Paradise of your Lord.

Let him that is present, convey it unto
him who is absent, for many people to

whom the message is conveyed may be
more mindful of it than the audience.

And 1f you were asked about me, what
would you say?"
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They answered, "We bear witness that
you have conveyed the trust and discharged
your mission of Prophethood and looked
afterour welfare.”

Thereupon Allah's Messenger . Tilied b
right hand forefinger towards the sky and thx
poimnting towards people said:

"O' Lord: Bear witness unio i €0
Bear witness unto it "

With the Prophet's I
model. the fifth pillar o
established which completed i1
Islam. Earlier when the chapio,
was revealed at Medina. it wiae o
the Prophet .. that his mi. o
accomplishment and that he <l
in praising the Lord: “When Al
triumph has come and you see peeni
religion of Allah in troops (group
the praises of your Lord and scek o
Him. Lo! He is ever ready to show 1101
the revelation of the verse at the 1.
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Crew el Address TToday Wo have completed tor
Cou vour religion and allowed Islam as your
elreton made afinal declaration that his mission
had been successtully completed. Everybody
ovpected that his departure Was imminent. Count
Jown had started. The clock of the 30" verse of
the  Suralt al-Zumar (Surah Number 39 —
S Moanvitgn o verily, you are 1o die) was
telme and bringing the appointed hour nearer
RN REO |
L Dy of the Prophet s
ardl two months had gone by after the
s Roasulallah o tell sick. He contimued fo
e L Her one of the prayer SessIions,
orartrs of Uhud and addressed:

~lave among the slaves of
< 11e has ottered the choice
i and that which s wiath
o has chosen that which is

iz this Abu Bakr - burstinto
~..ood that the beloved Prophet 2
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was talking about himself and that the choice
signaled his imminent departure. Thereafter he
visited the graveyard of the martyrs at Uhud, and
a stage was made for him to deliver his sermon.
Among other things, he said:

[ go before you and be your witness.
Your meeting with me will be on the bank
of river Kawthar. I fear not for you that
you will commit polytheism after me but ]
do fear for you that you will rival one
another in worldly gains.

This proved to be his last public appearance
outside the holy city.

3
[n the last three years after the conquest of

Makkah. he consolidated most of the Arabian
Peninsula under Islam. In March, 32 CE, he
returned to Mecca one last time to perform the
Farewell Pilgrimage when tens of thousands of
Muslims had joined him. His health was
deteriorating fast. On his return to Medinah he
continued to lead the prayers for almost two



months. His earthly mission had been
accomplished and he was looking forward to the
verdict of Allah. He fell sick and complained of
severe headache. In one of his last lectures. he
made 1t clear to the audience, I go before you,
and [ am your witness. Your meeting with me is at
the Pool.™ He chose to stay in bed in the
apartment of Sayyeda A'isha #:, from which he
used to make his appearance/audience to his
followers. However, soon he felt too weak to lead
the prayers and, therefore, appointed Abu Bakr
to lead the prayers. Every day his sickness
became more and more serious.

His Last and Farewell Smile:

Under his mstructions Abu Bakr & was
leading the prayers. On Monday when the
Believers lined up for their prayers, the
Messenger of Allah 3, lifted up the curtain of his
apartment and, despite the seriousness of his
Illness, he smiled at the sight. He felt contended
that his mission had been achieved. Anas bin
Malik -4 notes that everybody was del; ghted and
excited at the sight of the Beloved Prophet . .
Abu Bakr 4 wanted to step back thinking that the
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Beloved Messenger of Allah . might like to lead
the prayers, but he gestured with his hand for
them to continue with their prayer and then with g
pleasant smile he went back into his apartment.
He left this worldly life that very day. He bade
tarewell to his beloved Ummah with 4 Darting
smile.

tHe died onthe Monday evening o,
of Rabi ul-vwwal (according to soiy: -
Rabi al-Awwal (June 632 CEjat b -
threc. In the words of Martin BT
dehivered his message in this w. .
to fill it in the Hereafter, where b -
to be, for them and for other-
limitations of life on carth. t};.

Key of Paradise, the Sii.
Happiness of God™. Thenev <

hard upon the companions = .. .

even refused to believe that e b

On his deathbed. he looked youti..

In his forties and his face was o
Prophet : was buried at the same S

had breathed his last on ithe
(Wednesday) as everybody at Medinai: -




e elimpse of lam in his memory before his which had started twenty-three years earhier came

Cdiant Gace disappeared trom them for good. to an end on the passing away of Prophet
People. voung and old. ladies and gentlemen., Muhammad s . By then all tenets of Islam had
Tasters and slaves, all had the opportunity 1o been revealed and fully explained to the

adherents. The great edifice of Islam had been

e a olimpse of their beloved Pro yhet . In . . . .
have b glimpes ; raised on the following five pillars of faith:

ol groups people kep! cntering the blessed
1 1o offer ureetings (Durood) and Salam on The Articles Of_’f{litﬁ'

b

Islam is a faith as simple and easy as all whatt
entails can be summed in its five tenets or articles
of faith. At the same time it is so elaborate that the
divine book “the Holy Quran” and the entire life
of the Messenger of Allah «2 becomes a complete
suide for expounding not only these primary
tenets but also it guides the follower on the path to
complete submission to the Creator, Allah 3.
Primarily, 'Islam' stands for peace and to achieve
this 'perfect peace’ one is required to worship One
True Allah 3 and obey His Beloved Messenger
s. The grand edifice of Islam stands only on 'Five
Pillars'. As a minimum, a Muslim is obliged to do

\ogsirah Sharif with a green dome over
L e south-castern corner ot the blessed
s Nubawd. is his eternal resting place,
S upsited by miltions and milhons of his
Dayvomoand day out, thousands of

< s sacred place to pay homage to
rophet . and send greetings (o

e than fourteen centuries sinee

~.ed away. but the religion that

© e way of life that he had

o over the hearts and lives of

3 billion souls of the human

the following:
Jivine message having been 1) The Creed (Shahadah): To enter the fold
Jirety, the process of revelation of Islam, the prime requirement is to
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2)

3)

4)

.ti

announce one's belief in the Unity of
Godhead (pure monotheism) and the
prophethoog of Muhammad . by saying:
“There 1s no god but Allah and Muhammad
1s His Prophet.” This means unswerving
belief in the Unity of Allah ¥, Unique in
His Unity with no partners whatsoever. At
the same time, one has to believe in the
prophethood of the Messenger of Allah
as tﬁe last of the Prophets and believe that

the Holy Quran is the final testament
revealed by Allah 3.

Prayer: It1s obligatory fora Muslim to say
the prescribed prayers five times a day
tacing the Ka'aba (upon rising; at noon: in
mid-afternoon; after sunset: and before
retiring). The Worshipger must recite the
Quranic verses in Arabic (the first Surak
along with other verses of the holy Quran).

Almsgiving (Zakah): Islam requires its
adherents to pay 2.5% of their savings
every year to help the poor.

Fasting (in Ramadhan): All major
Muslims are required to fast from dawn to
sunset for the whole month of Ramadhan
(the ninth month of the Islamic Hijri

Marfat.com
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S)

endured through ages and
taith/teachings has lost nonc ofit. |
hundred years of his death. his .
of life had spread from the .
Arabia to
inhabited world. As for toda..
rightly observed that at the i
Millenntum by far the nmo
spreading religion of the dav 1w i+

Calendar). The sick and the traveler and
the ladies during their impurity have 4
concession not to fast but will have 1o
make up the missed days by fasting the
number of days thus missed later on.

The Pilgrimage: The Pilgrimace
Makkah is obligatory on everv major apd
sanc Mushm at least once m his o 1.
lifetime, 1t he/she has the neceswr .

ol travel

The chartsma of his pere
the

the farthest

U
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touched silk or any soft fabric cqual to the
softness of his palm., and I never smelled a scent
more pleasing than his." His body was clean and
his scent beautiful. Whether or not he had used
scent his skin always had a lovely fragrance 16 s
.. , S [ someone shook hands or conversed Wit e
His Complexion ancf?emonallty. or showed his fricndship or affection, he .
smell that sweet fragrance all the e loi

t 1s narrated that the Beloved Holy Prophet s he laid hlcs_scc_i hand on a‘cl“xh_ NI ITONTE I
had a very handsome complexion: in a well- could bc d;;mngLusI}QLi from otk
formed body all his limbs were in perfect that clean scent. Said :labn' by
proportion. His neck was slender and pure as Whenever the Holy Propher +
silver. With a strong build, he was of a middle when someone passed by 1_71“?_
height, with broad shoulders and wide chest. He they could recognize that th.
bore the Seal of Prophethood on his back between had passed that Way becais: 3
his two shoulder blades. He had thick and slightly swecet fragrance of his bless.
curly hair that sometimes fell to his shoulders. On
hatr-cut his hair reached to his ear-lobes. His Describing the beawr, -
hands and fingers were thick and fleshy and his Allah =2 in his famous 0
skin was softer than silk. He had curved eyebrows Thabit & wrote:

both close together; he had a long nose and an

oval face. He was neither light nor dark. but My eyes have not seou v
somewhere between the two, white like a red

: | beautiful than you;
rose. His teeth were white a pearls, and And no [ady ltas gl.'grgfrf;;r R

sometimes light gleamed from his front teeth as man better than you;
he spoke. Stated Anas b. Malik . "I never

i
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Vorilyv, O Messenger of Allah, you hrave
heon created free fromall I uman faults;

Tlhiere Iy no exaggeration 1 saying
that vou have been created in the best
enise aecording to what you wished.

U mmec-Ma'abad =< . a Bedoui lady. whom
Do Messengerof Allah 2 had metm the course of

hieTourney o Medina, gave her first LMPressions
Lo VMesseneer of Allah . to her husband. She
] wan o man. pure and clean, with a
e ee and fine figure. He was not
oy askimny body, norwas he overly small
o and neck. He was graceful and
~prensely black eyves and thick eye-
.~ huskiness in his voice. and his
s beard was thick and his
ol arched and joined together.
s grave and dignified, and
~ rose up and overcame him.
S most beautiful of men and
nd close-up. he was the
st

aoken. sweet of speech and
i and clear. but not tritling.
Loine of cascading pearls, to the
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point and measured so that none got bored over

the length of his speech; no eye challenged him

due to his brevity. The Messenger of Allah 2 was

the greatest of the Arabs 1n oratory and beauty of
speech. He is reported to have said: 'l am the

greatest orator among the Arabs.! When he

laughed, it was as if his blessed mouth gave off
rays like that of soft lightning. If he came out of
his apartment s in the darkness of the night with a
smile on his face, glittering light emitted from his
blessed face with an aura of light around it like the
full moon in the misty night. Narrates Ka'ab b.
Malik <. “When the Messenger of Allah s was
pleased his face would light up like a section of
the Moon.” When he came out in the Sun, a speck
of cloud appeared miraculously and hovered
above to provide him with a shade. A lady
Companion who had performed Pilerimage with
the Messenger of Allah .z was asked to describe
the countenance of the Holy Prophet « on which
she said: “His face was like a full moon! 1 saw
neither before nor after him anyone like him.”

His step was quick, elastic and firm, 'as one
who steps down from a high place’; n furning he
turned his whole body; and his whole gait and
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presence were full of dignity. Narrated Hassan &
the grandson of the Messenger of Allah »: When
he walked, he lifted his legs with vigour, leaned,
slightly forward and placed his feet softly on the
ground. He walked at a quick pace and took a
rather long step. He did not take small steps.
When he walked it seemed as if he was
descending to a lower place. When he looked at
something, he turned his whole body towards it.
He always looked down. His blessed glance was
focused more to the ground than towards the sky.
His noble habit was to look at something with a
slight glance. He greeted first to whomsoever he
met."

A lady companion Qaylah bint
Makhramah 3 stated: “I saw the Messenger of
Allah 4 in the mosque (in a very humble posture)
sitting; but due to his awe-1nspiring personality, |
started trembling.” He was cxtremely polite and
affectionate, yet none would dare speak loudly in
his assembly as Allah has prohibited the
Believers to speak loudly in front of him failing
which all the good deeds will g0 waste.

He seldom laughed, but whenever he
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smiled his smile was wmning. A fond beholder of
him could not but utter: 'Youu would have said. 4
sun rising'. A companion said about him: [ saw
him at full moon, first I looked gt the moon and
then at his face: he was brighter and v
beautiful than the moon. He commuanded
respect from his followers that none conld
him: all of them used to how thepr b
extreme obedience and respect.

His conimanding personar
smile, imposing voice, polite
speech, graceful dignity of hi A
courage, lofty ideas and hi
endurance and above all t
righteousness, all had end.
he came into contact wi
seeing him would be consur
his companions gathered o
they would bow down thei,
dare stare at him. They looked
perched around him so iha
pigeons would sit on their b
respected him in accordance wiili i
greatly honored his relatives o
however, treat them better thar



Jesor ine. He treated his servants well. Whatever
he wore or ate he would aive them to wear and
o0 Anas boNabk e one of his servants, states:
Ton oy cars was | around the Prophet . but he never
<id us much as wfi utts (minor dressing-down)
(o mie, Hewas generous, compassionate. merciful
and forginvmg. brave and mild. In eating and

Jroaaine he contented himself with the poorest

L .

dovree aid retramed from lavishness.

. dross conerally consisted of a shirt, a
1 sheet thrown round  his
oo turban on his head. On rare
~ sould put on costly robes
- toreign emissaries in the later
slanket or shaw! had several

v few spare clothes, but he

lean. He wanted others also

“toon clothes. Onee he saw a

v clothes and remarked:

- wash them.” On another

L oia person in dirty clothes
~neome. Upon getting a reply

e observed: “When Allah has

.. - s gt
. | | = i -‘I h.‘.
' - s - L] L
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blessed you with His bounty, your appearance
<hould reflect it.” He used to observe:
“Cleanliness is a part of faith.”

Although he liked white colour of his
dress. yet he did wear other colours also.
Recapitulating his memories of the days when the
trench was being dug for the defence of Medina
during the Ghazwa of Khandag, Al-Bara' bin
A7ib = stated: “T have never seen someone with
long hair and red clothing more handsome than
Rasulallah . His hair reached his shoulders.”
Narrated Ubaid bin Khalid -4: [ was once going 1n
one of the streets of Madina. I heard a person
from behind saying: 'Wear your trousers higher
because it avoids physical and spiritual
impurities.' When | turned to sce who was talking
[ saw that it was the Messenger of Allah 2.

His Food

The Beloved of Allah = led the most
austere life and liked simple food. His favourite
Cutrition was dates and bread made of barley.
Generally he liked dried dates — he liked Anbar,
Barni and Ajwa dates the most. Of the fresh dates

- —-r-r-q'-.-"' -

- '
L e mpw y——



he liked to have them with cucumbers. He liked
cold and sweet water. The Holy Prophet -, said:
besides milk there is nothing clsc that serves the
purpose of both milk and water. Narrated A'isha .
“The drink most liked by the Rasulallah - was
that which was sweetand cold.”

He never condemned the food. He used to
eat what he liked and did not eat what he did not
like, but he did not like the hot foods. Meat was
his favourite curry; he loved the meat of the
torequarter. He ate camel beef and sheep/goat
mutton and also liked the meat of hunted birds.
Salma bin Akwa = used to go on hunting in the
far-flung areas of Wad; Aqeeq: he sometimes
presented the Messenger of Allah .= the meat of
hunted birds, rabbits and sometimes fresh fish.
Among foods, he liked mutton. broth. pumpkins,
sweet things, honey, dates, milk. cream. melons,

grapes and cucumbers. He ate watermelon with
fresh dates. He was fond of honey and olive oil.

He prescribed manners for eating and
drinking. Anything that he took for drinking or
eating, he would start with the name of Allah
pronouncing Bismillah and concluded it with
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praising Allah. Healways ate and drank using his

right hand.

His Sublime and Syweel Manners

The Holy Quran says about his subiig

character:

By the grace of Allah VO i o0

loveards the people: if vou had ¢
and tl-tempcred thev seould
dispersed from rousid abou B

h__.

= has said: Allah 32 has sent
that I may demonstrate per.
refinement of manner-
behaviour.

Talking about himseitri-.

The best proofoihis i
absolute sincerity is to be fou:.;
first followers were these wive
no weakness of character coulv
But none of them could ever i+
him. Not only that they stood wii
thick and thin and obeved him ke -
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s testified to has sublime character. Lven his
remies could not ratse finger on his
Sharactor | ol huran Jdoscribes  his
L ihose wordss Norih ven s an the
o el ol i bt of varneis e was
CndL CompassIonate. carng. generous and meck.
Sat ot the same tme he was strolg. brave.
Slogenl wise and msighttul. He was a great
Lo oreantser leader, thinker. visionary. and
S0 wos aoman ol action with staunch and
et st and devotion to Allah.

oY ~

Coctd wand up me the naddle of the
Cs pravers, He would pray Lor S0
o would swellt When his wives
why he worshipped Allah so
~ponse was: Tshall oot be a

e Lord?” Umar . reported
ceophet . did noteven have

0 his hunger! Similarly.

~ peported that onee when

i irom his steep. the marks

. made out of date palm

~od o sleep. were etched on

said to hime: TMVay my

o ransomed for vou! Why did
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you not fet us preparc something (softer) for you
irom which you could protect yourself”” He
smiled and replied: “Thave nothing to do with this
world. T am in this world like a rider who stops
ander the shade of the tree for a while and. after
taking rest. resumes his journey again, leaving
the tree behind.”™

The Prophet o used to say: "Verily, Thave
heen ordained o teach the best ot the morals’”.
Saad b Hisham . asked Savveda Aisha=-about
the Prophet's manners. She answered that his
anners were mirror of the Holy Quran. She later
larificd that a tree is recognized by the taste ofits
fuits, Similarly a man is known by his manners
nd knowledee. From the Qurlan you can Know
(bout the nature and manners of the Prophet 2.
The Noble OQur'an hasdesignated him Ralimat (-
1= ameon (the Blessing and the Merey tor the
satire universe). and the history testifies that he
was truly a symbol of Divine merey.

Savs Ali b Abi Talib .0 "He was never
vulgar nor did he ever condone vulgarity, and he
was not one to shout in the market place. He did
not repay evil with evil: rather, he would forgive
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and overlook. He never in his lite struck anything
with his hand except when he v s fighting in the
name of Allah. He never struck a servant nor a
matd, and I never saw him taking revenge for an

mjustice done to him, exceptifthe prohibitions of
Allah were transgressed; for if the prohibitions of

Allah were transgressed he was among the
strongest of them n anger. [t never happenced that
he was given a choice between two matters but he
did not choose the simpler of the two. If he
entered mto his home he was a man like any
other; cleaning his own garment. milking his own
goat, and serving himself.”

He would not rise nor sit down without
praise to Allah J&. If he visited a gathering he
would sit wherever the group ended (and not at
their head) and he encouraged the same. He
would give all those sitting with him their just duc
[to the extent that] they would each feel that none
was more important to him than them. If someonc
were to sit with him or come in search of a favor
he would be patient with them until they (the
guest) would be the one to leave.
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Whocever came to him with ¢ Fequest was
never turned away except with that which they
had asked for or with a kind word. |l
cheerfulness and good manners cncompassed
them all such that he became like a father (o therr
and  they all became cqual o el F
catherings were those of Lknow !
humbleness, patience. and mtearin
there would be no raising of vore. -
of respesi and reverence. oo
respect and reserence pard b
arrogant. He would st with
persons saymg that righicon-
criterion of one's superiorits
mvartably invited peopl.
servants or the poorest hog
him ot his scanty meals.

When he shook e o
not withdraw his hand-
withdrew his. Similaris. he o
face from anyone ull that v -
the other side. And he wis
forward his knees i front o oo
was sitting. He used to call his oo
their surnames with honor and he o

e o LT



curname to those who had none.

Gitied with prophetic knowledge,  the
div e liehtand mighty capabilities of wisdom he
had o refined delicacy of techngs. To  his
followers he was most indulgent and scarcely
~ver rebuked his servant. In the words ot the
Quran: he is Comforter and Mercitul to the
Bolievers, To his family he was most
Lrectionate: and he loved all children  not only
-« cun erandkids but all the children that ever

Soro him

o visited the sick. followed every bier he
Conted oven aslave's invitation to meals
iy own clothes and shoes. Sayyeda
~He always jomed m household
1 times mend his clothes, repair
~cen the floor. He would milk,
~ommals and do the household
could not hesttate to do the
1o, particularly of orphans
when there was no male
eoof a companion who had
odona Sarmva, he used to go to

ik his cattle for the family.
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He did not like that anybody should stand
in his honour, but he would himself stand up
when any dignitary came to him. He had stood up
to receive the respectable lady, Halima the wet-
nurse who had rearcd him in infancy, and had
spread his own sheet for her. His foster-brother
was also given similar treatment. He did not hate
the poor for their poverty nor fear the kings for
their mighty power. He used to call the people,
high or low towards the Creator. Allah &
bestowed upon him all the qualities and good
administration.

He accepted sports and pastimes as lawful,
played with his wives and held races with them.
He even sent his wives in the company of his
slaves to Wadi Ageeq for enjoying outdoor
atmosphere. He liked to play with his grandsons
and the children of his companions i and used to
kiss them and hug them to his blessed chest.
While saying prayers, if he heard a child cry, he
would hasten to conclude, so as to allow the
mother to go and console her child, for he knew
how mothers suffer when they hear their children

Cry.
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He treated the slaves and the servants with
kindness. 4bu Dharrs heard the Prophet .z
declare: These servants are your brothers. placed
under your authority by Allah $&. Whosoever is
master over his brother must give him the same
food as he eats and the similar apparel as he
wears. That 1s why when slavery was in VOgue
and was considered an important part of socio-
economic fabric of the society, the Messenger of
Allah » encouraged granting of freedom to
slaves and gave them the same rights as their
masters.

Under the Quranic injunctions, freeing of
the slaves was declared to be the best action of 2
man. These incentives made his C ompanions buy
slaves in thousands and free them in the cause of
Allah ¥. Abdul Rahman bin Auf < is said to
have bought seventy thousand slaves at various
times and set them free. It was the blessings of
the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad s that
later on when Islamic empire spread from east to
west, we see that slave dynasties ruled for a long
time the vast empires stretching from the farthest
reaches of India to the African Sahara. He ordered
his followers to respect the servants and labourers
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and mstructed them to pay their duces before the
drying of the sweat of their labour from their
foreheads. He stood up tor the rights of the
neglected and the downtrodden and showed the
utmost respect even to ordinary men and women
He enforced the Quranic principal: Verily
most honoured amongst you in the cves of Al
Is he who is most god-fearing!

summing up the narration.
Ahadith, Imam Ghazal; says: Ui
was the most patient among men
best judge, and he who pardonrc.
the most charitable man. He .
night hoarding a single .
Whenever any excess mone:
he did not then get anyone 1.
he did not return home ! h. T
and the needy. He did not store .
year the provision of his famiis
Allah ¥ was pleased to give b
one fifth of what casily came (o},
and wheat. What remained in ove. -
give in charity. He used to give QWi
him who begged of him of anythinig. ooy
his stored up provisions.



Dy oW DY VA TOUS A THES:

In view ot ns multi-taceted  virtues.,
qualities and coles. the Prophet of Islam . l:m&;
heon addressed by various names all of which
retlect one or another ot his attributes. The name
\uhamnad means "Praiseworthy™ which
Locurs four times o the [Holv Quran. The Holy
v addresses himom the second person not by

oo bt by the appetlatiois and designations

o ophot (Ve Moessenger (Rasul
e S God o thd . Harbinger of Good
0 Vubasshiv oy, Warner (Nazip
Viodbakdkir ). One who calls

et persontfied (Noor ..),
o Lamp CSerajan Muneer ).
~omes addressed him o by
o hisstate atthe ume of the
Coerred 1o as the Enwrapped
~ithe nme of this revelaton
otowith o shawl: and the
a2y as heowas

it quilt. The  Quran

- rophets but singles out our
<o Ainhammad oas the "Last of

Marfat.com

the Prophets (Khatam-an-Nabivveen :z )" The
Quran also names Muhammad . as Ahmad .
(the most praiseworthy).

The Prophet . is reported to have said: ™l
have various names: [ am Muhammad, and I am
Ahmad. and 1 am A4l-Mahi with whom Allah &
obliterates disbelief, and I am A/-fHashir at whose
feet people will be gathered (on the day of
Judement). and [ am A/-"AgiD the Last One”". The
most famous among these names arc:
Muhanmmad ... (the Most Praised One), 4 himad -
(Most Praiseworthy). Hamid - (the Giver of
Praise and Thanks), Fatih - (the Congueror).
Ra'uf .. (the Compassionate), Rahim . (the
Merciful). Mujtaba . (the Chosen Onc), Mustafa
... (the Selected One). Murtada - (the Well-
pleasing in the sight of Allah). Siraj al-Muneer i
(the Shining Lamp that enhghtens others)., Karim
. (the Noble), Hakim .z (the Wise). Savvid == (the
Chief). Ajwad - (the Most Generous). Adil .= (the
Just). and Khatam Ar-Rusul . (the Last and the
Final Messenger). May peace and blessings of
Allah ¥ be upon him!




His Successes and Xchievenmenls:

How aptly 1t has been observed in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica: 'Of all the religious
personalities of the world. Muhammad was the
most successtul’. The fact of the matter is that

there exists no yardstick to measure the degree off

the success of the Prophet .. in its entirety. The
Chiet of the Prophets. the most obeyed
Messenger, the reciptent of Divine Revelation.
the most revered law giver, the most honest and
truthful person, a seasoned statesman. a
commander par excellence, the most ctfective
educator and opinion leader. the most kind and
sympathizer, the bravest and most steadfast in the
tace of odds and obstacles, the most generous and
merctful, the best benefactor for mankind. and in
short. the best ideal in human conduct and
behaviour, whose words and deeds have become
prime ideal and perfect exemplar for the human
beings for leading their lives: such is Muhammad
ar-Rasul Allah :=. our beloved Prophet ...

In a short span of 23 years. he brought the
Divine Message, restored the Religion 1n its
pristine pure form. showed the straight path,

established a single uni-directions! (D1bla.
ordered a way of life, set up a way of worship.
introduced a law, led the h umanity from darkness
to hight, and laid down a complete code of life the
like of which had never existed. 11 purificd the
House of God of false deities and establi<ly.!
worship ol One True God. 'Never has EAE
been led more rapidly 1o civilizotion. .0 -
Was. thanwere the Arabs throush -1

He puriticd the sonls of o
N perfect communion it
transformed the unletiered 1oy
cducators. brave and Stron o
admmistrators and the be o 0
In & span of ten vear:
Arabran Peninsula came
he set up the model 1ul o
revelation - Allah's conn
received over a period of 4
m the form of the Quran. {i
contused with his own savie.
as Ahadih (traditions: «ingu; o
together, both these form the peii
bedrock and basis of the Islamic i .
the Muslims everywhere
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His Marriages:

very wife of the Prophet » is revered as an

Umm-al-Mo'amineen (the Mother of the

believers). Rasulallah : contracted
eleven marriages in his life time, ten out of which
were done when he was between fifty to sixty
years of age. He did not marry any lady after the
age of sixty following the revelation under which
the number of wives was limited to four to the
general Muslims. Since times immemorial
polygamy had been in vogue and had been
sanctioned by all religions; there used to be no
hmit on the number of wives in any revealed
religion. Islam 1s the only religion that imposed a
limit on the number of wives and laid down a
strict code of conduct for family life. The
marriages were contracted mostly for
humanitarian reasons — he never did it as a social
aggrandizement. The women were either widows
of Muslims who were heroes fallen in battles and
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had been left without a protector, or belonginge to
important  familics or clans whom it wae
necessary to honor and strengthen alliances witl
It we go by numbers, nine out of the cleyen
Ummehat al-Mo'mincen were Oureshite, [
Messenger of Allah . did not MY 0 i
Ansariah, as there was no dearth of Ay Lo
to marry them. But for any Qureshite o
was also an Emigrant. there wer

among the vsaarts as most of

marry any lady from the tamilv o

of Allah :» out of sheer Fespet

his Dhi al-Qurba (near relatiy -

had mostly brought their 1

leaving their hearths and hoo

financial position was wenk

attord to have more burden i

wife or two. This was wie

Messenger of Allah . Lo

torward with a view to provir,

Qureshite widows.

Up to the age of fifiv he &1
Sayyedah Khadia al Kubra -
the mantle of responsibilitios on i
was too heavy to a I}low him o take car
all by himself and at the same i
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ander very o odd crrcumstances.
oo crore. he married Sy vedah Sauda @ who
g emrerdated 1o Abyvssinia where her husband
L died and she returned to NMakKahasa yk’iduw.
1 order to support her and. at the same time, 1o
Loy e somebody i hs home Lo (ake care of his
“hnldren. he neuned her After some time when
" w g~ Ul at Vakkah, underadivine message he
Conceacted amarriage with Hzt A'tsha = who was
U vears old. That marriage  was
Cvpaed only after five vears when he had
CViedia She was the only wife of the
whoon s aviram. Allthe others were

SETRAREENE J1V OTCCes.

oo himg

“ i wives had been previously
Cthree Savvedal Khadrnasswas
otare marrving Rasulallahes
2rosulted i seventy fatahities
oy widows and a large
0 children who  needed
1 order to encourage the
Crow s of the Uhud martyrs.,
forward 1o marry  two
another: first Zamnab bint
Jred w ithin three months of the

vor that he married another
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widow. Umm Salmah .

From among the martyrs, Abdullah bin
Jahsh 2 and Abu Salmah = were Prophet's
cousins. First he married the widow of Abdullah
bin Jahsh = (Zainab bint Khuzaimah#) who had
been widowed thrice. She was first married to
Tufail bin Harith and on his death she marned his
younger brother Ubaida bin Harith =, who was
martyred in the Battle of Badr. Both of these
martyrs were the first cousins of the Prophet 2.
After that she married Abdullah bin Jahsh -
(another cousin of the Prophet 5 who laid his life
.1 the Battle of Uhud). So the Prophet s married
her after the Uhud battle but she died within three
months of her marriage. After that he married
Sayyedah Umm Salmah @ whose husband Abu
Salmah - was not only Prophet's cousin but was
also his foster-brother. After the death of
Sayyedah Zainab bint Khuzaima Rasulallah =
arried Umm Salmah iz:as she was finding it hard
to support her children. She had a son, namely
Salmah. and a daughter named Zainab, both of
whom were then brought up by the Prophet z. In
a1l these four cases, the ladies were above fifty

years of age and were emigrants (Muhajirat) with



“r

little chance of finding a spousc from amongst the
young Ansars as they had already provided
succor to more than fifty Ansart widows as a
result of the Battle of Uhud. Rasulallah .
provided them support and sccurity and took up
all their responsibilities on his shoulders.

Similarly, there was a large number of
prisoners of war from various battles. Out of
these, two captives — Sayyeda Juwairiyah & and
Sayyedah Safiyyah &% — were set free by the
Prophet 4 and were married by him. Both were
daughters of the chiefs of their tribes and were not

willing to wed except a person of the status of a
chief.

By his personal precept, Rasulallah s had
to set examples for emulation by his followers to
cope with serious crises and fallouts of battles.
exigencies and critical circumstances. He
decreed: The best among you is he who is the best
with his wives and [ am the best amongst you in
this regard. With the example of his personal life.
the Holy Prophet a4 encouraged a peaceful family
life where love, harmony and compassion would
dominate the behavior among spouses. A
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summary of all his marrtages is given helow in
chronological order:

|. Umm al-Mo'mineen Savvedah Khadija bint
Khwailad < : He married Khadija = when he o
25 and she was older by 15 years. Inspiie ot
disparity between the ages of the two iy o
complete harmony and mutual affeciio

the couple. She was the firs LBERET

[slanmy ot sl through her life she

the most seeadiast supporici o0

telling circumstances, When o 1

s was about 50 and had oy i

sons from her. Except Thrabie

were born to her, Fron hor ¢

had a son named Hind w b,

Prophet .. under his pooe

remembered her with

appreciation. He alwav. o

to the cause of Islam. ¢

[slam, she put all her weatti

disposal of the Prophet  for i

2. Umm al-Mo'mineen Savy o
Zama'ah = : She had migraed
along with her husband. Sakyun .



nd she returned o Makkah a widow. The
Ponbot martied her in the 10th year of his
Seophethood alter the death of Khadija e . The
Celims were a numbered few and were under
covere persecution. As she had returned  from
abasha as a widow, she was more prone 1O
sorsectiion at the hands of the Makkans. She
Secded somebody o protect her from their evil
Sosions. and who could be a better protector for
S vihe Messeneer of Allah sz, She provided
ol pewded succour 1o SL]}-’}-’CdH Fatima al-

iy the absenee of hermother Khadijaes,

inmineen Savvedah A'isha cs bint

She was the only virgin lady

. the rest were either

o~ The Kaiha of the marriage

i hile the consummation ot
o Medmah m 2AH.

Srophed

—n Sayvvedah Hafsah & ¢
sar binal-Khattab . She
e with her first husband

ob Her husband died of the
iy the Battle ot Uhud. The
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Prophet « married herin 3 AH.

5 Umm al-Mo'mineen Sayyedah Zainab bint
Khuzaimah # : She was first married to Tutail
bin Harith and then to Ubaida bin Harith.z:: both
were Prophet's cousins. Ubaida bin Harith.s was
martyred in Badr. Then she was married to
'Abdullah bin Jahshé: who was also Prophet's
cousin. He too was martyred in the battle ot
Uhud. The Prophet -z married her in 3 AH. She

lived only three months after the marriage.

6. Umm al-Mo'mineen Sayyvedah Umm
Salamah & : Her real name was Hind bint Abu
Umayyah. She was first married to Abu
Salamah = (Abd bin Al-Asad) who was Prophet's
cousin and a foster brother. She emigrated twice:
first to Abyssinia with her husband and then to
Medina. Abu Salamah. died of the injuries that
he had suffered in the battle of Uhud leaving

behind four orphans. The Prophet = married her
m4AH.

7 Umm al-Mo'mineen Sayyedah Zainab bint
Jahsh & : She was a cousin of the Prophet
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from his aunt. The Prophet 4 married her off to
Zaid bin Haritha <, but the couple could not
carry on well. Zainab e was a Quraishi lady while
Zaid = was a freed slave which resulted in
estrangement between the two. In spite of efforts
by the Prophet 4, their marriage did not succeed
and ended in a divorce. The Prophet s married
herin SAH.

8. Umm al-Mo'mineen Sayyedah Juwairivah
bint Harith i:: She came to Medinah as 3 captive
after the battle of Banu Mustalig. The Prophet .
paid for her freedom. After she was set free he
married her. As a result of this, all the prisoners of
war from Bani Mustaliq (about 2.500 persons)
were set tree and all the tribe entered the fold of
Islam. The marriage took place in 6 AH.

9. Umm al-Mo'mineen Savyedah Umm
Habibah = : She was daughter of Abu Sufian
Her real name was Ramlah. She embraced [slam
when her father was a bitter foe of Islam and was

fighting against the Prophet s. She faced many
hardships for the cause of Islam. She emj grated to
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Abyssinia with her husband where her husband
renounced Islam leaving her by hersclt but she
stood firm in the face of gl hardships. The
Prophet sz married herin 7Al

1. Umm al-Mo'mineen Savvedah 5afi- Lo
she was daughter of THuyvee bin Akhes
once ot the descendants of Propbe: 11

be upon hinyy, She had been tw e o -

She becanie captive i the hoot

which her second husband woe.

Prophet s freed and married -

[1. Umm al-Mo'minees; ~
bint Harith - : She voae
Onc of hersisters was 13
Hamza . onc to Ja'uie
another was the mother ot
the instance of Abbas 1. .-
5. she was married 10 the
Makkah atier he pertormedt o

[2. Umm al-Mo'minecn -
Qibtia »: : She was sent as L
Prophet s by Magauqas the Ruler .
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< ove oarl She canve birth to the third son of the

o

pamely Thrahm - who like his other

Con o e s had adso passediaway in his infancy.

i.-1 ’ 1 .
s AYRANAY

L aeopt Thrahum . his other sons - Qasim

IERERES

'lll r-i".:

ad Abdullabh = owere from Umim
Caoen Khadijatul Kubra e [brahtm -

sy odah Maria Qb All his sons
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~ohters: Zamab s Rugayya
S0 aumah = All the tour
 Rueayvas was married
oA eter she died. Umm
e o him. Except tor
v who was married
none ol the other

o As the scope of this
Cooht ean be shed on the

-—

Shese ntous ladies.

/

4

He led the most exemplary family life. He
said: Treat your families as best as you can; I am
the best as | give all my wives the best treatment.
W hile at home, he did his own houschold chores
and helped his families housework, such as
preparing food. sewing clothes and repairing
<hoes. He is also said to have had accustomed his
wives to dialogue: he listened to their advice, and
the wives debated and even argued with him. In
the words of Rev. Bosworth Smith: If ever a man
ruled by a right divine, it was Muhammad, for he
had all the powers without their supports. He
cared not for the dressings of power. The
simplicity of his private life was in keeping with
his public lite.



His love for the children:

The Messenger of Allah . ordered to
protect the children's rights which had been
1gnored all along the ancient history, especially in
matters of inheritance. In the pre-Islamic days in
Arabia the children had no rights of inheritance
whatsoever. The only ones who had the right to
inherit were those who could fi ght and gain spoils
and were able to ride perfectly. The daughters
were the worst hit in this regard. It was a common

practice to bury baby girls alive instead of

bringing them up and rearing them as respectable
members of the family. This practice was
severely banned and declared 'a murder
according to the canons of the Sharia law.
Parents, or in their absence. the families were

given the duty of taking care of the children and
protecting their rights.

He was especially fond of children and
used to get into the spirit of child like games In
their company. He would have fun with the
children who had come back from Abyssinia and
tried to speak with them in Abyssinian dialect
with them. It was his practice to give lifts on his
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camel to children when he

returned

from

Journeys. He would pick up chtldren in his arms,
play with them, and kiss them. A companion.

recalling his childhood, said. “In my childhood |
used to fell dates by throwing stones at palm
trees. Somebody took me 1o the Prophct

advised me to pick up the dates Iving o0
ground but not to fell them witlh Stones fi

patted me and blessed me.™

Rasulallah .
Anas bin Malik - narrated: ™1 10
anyone act more kindly tow
Allah's Messenger ... His las
bemg suckled by a wein
neighbourhood of Medirn:
would go, accompanicd |+
house which was usualiv ;.
was a furnace in that i
companion who was a black
He would take him into his o
him and then come back.”

A tradition states  the

returned from a journev he use.
children, who would assemble arourd

was very koo
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he holy Prophet . had been through ups

and downs all his blessed life, being

always at odds with non-belicvers.
adversaries, and 1dol worshippers. In the
begmning, his own kith and kin were set against
him. Through all these phases, he maintained
high standard of his sublime character. He
manifested utmost dedication and commitment
to his mission. When he said good bye to his
Companions ., he left the borders of the Islamic
State stretching from the borders of the Byzantine
Empire in Syria in the north to the shores of the
Arabian Sea in the south. He was acknowledged
as a sole Lord of Arabia at that time, but his entire
belongings consisted of a pair of garments. a
coarse woolen shawl, a rough bed-stead, some
pairs of sandals, a pillow stuffed with tissues of
bark of date, a walking stick (staff) a handful of
barley, a hide-skin and a water pail. There was not
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asingle golden Dinaroreven asilver Dirham that
he Ieft behind for his heirs. When departing, he
had not enough supplies for his tamily members
and Bilal.-- had to mortgage his shield for a fow
kilograms of barley to stave ofl’ starvation.
Contentment and austerity remained S
hallmark of his life.

Bemgathome or traveling b
counschnre. preachine under se o
crrcumstances and sufterine oo
attacks and ijuries, defiverme
market fairs and crowds, o
Allah. conquering the citre
estabhished himselt as o
Peninsula, he mamntaimed +
character and no onc. v
could detect m him an
vengeance. No fluctuatio
sublime character.

He did not leave behn
but what he left is his
righteousness, his teachines aid
of One True God. In his renowned
100: A Ranking of the Most Inflicri’
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Vohanad ) 1o lead the list of the world's
Jrosl nflucntial persons  may  Surprise some
eaders and nuan be questioned by others. but he
was the onv man in history who was supremely
cuccessiul on both the religious and secular
oy el Similarly. Lamertine says: "Philosopher.

orator. apostle. Tegislator, warrior, conqueror of

doas, restorer of rational degmas, of a cult

A hous maees: the founder of twenty terrestrial

cos and of one spritual empire, that s

Coamad ¢ As regards all standards by
aman ereatness may be measured. we
Ckas there any man greater than he?”

words of Rev, Bosworth Smith, "In
e deserto i the Svrran trader, in
it v, i the reformer in the
~the exile of Medma, in th
~oneror. i the equal ot th
Covd the Greek Herachius, we
estal unity, Tdoubt whether
cxternal  conditions
Soor lmselt changed less to
cootdents are changed, the
o to be the same 1n all”. He

w

g

g

TN

Picrony " Vichael HOHart sayvs: "My choice ot

14¢

further goes on to say: It ever any man had the

right to say that he ruled by the nght divine, it was

Mohammed, for he had all the power without 1ts

instruments and without its supports. He cared

not for the dressings of power. The simplicity of
his private life was in keepig with his public

life...In Mohammadanism everything 1s different
here. Instead of the shadowy and the mysterious.
we have history....We know of the external
history of Muhaminad....while for his internal
history after his mission had been proclaimed, we
have a book absolutely unique in its origin, 1n 118
preservation....on the substantial authority ot
which no one has ever becn able to cast a serious
doubt.

Another orientalist has this to say:
Mohammad has been a world-force, a mighty
power for the uplift of many peoples. Read the
old records, and you will glimpse the grace and
beauty of his life. A king and a spiritual leader, he
yet mends his clothes, visits the sick, loves hittle
children in the streets, lives on simple food
sometimes taking only dates and water, milks his
cattle, accepts invitations of slaves, mixes with
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the people as their comrade. 'l sit at meals as a
servant.” he says. 'for [ amreally a servant.”

De Lacy Johnston, by no standard a friend
ot Islam, could not help saying: “The child was
indeed born to such a marvelous destiny. his
achievements in the sixty-three years of his
allotted span of life were so great, his influence
on all after-ages has been so profound and
widespread, the personal devotion of hundreds of
milhons of men, who have in the past thirtcen
centuries looked on him as all but divine. so
intense, that no wonders of legend can SUrprise
us, and we note them as evidence of the deep
veneration which the highest human power will
always command from men. Yet. as his followers
call their religion —after his own example - not by

the Teacher's name, but Islam, "self-surrender” to
God Almighty.

Professor Ramakrishna Rao pays his
tributes to the Holy Prophet .2 in these words:
"The personality of Muhammad (%), 1t 1S Most
ditficult to get into the whole truth of it. Only a
glimpse of it I can catch. What a dramatic

succession of picturesque scenes. There is
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Muhammad the Prophet. There is Muhammad
the  Warrior; Muhammad the Businessman:
Muhammad the Statesman: Muhammad  the
Orator; Muhammad the Reformer: Muhammad
the Retuge of Orphans: Muhammad the Protecion
of  Slaves; Muhammad the Emancipator of
Women: Muhammad the Judge: Muhammad i1
Saint. All i all these magnificent 1ol

these departments of human activ it
a hero.”

The great Russian philoso, -
Lco Tolstoy had this to sav aboui i
Muhammad had alwavs bees
than Christianity. He does ne
human bicng and never mh
God. Muslims worship noth
Muhammad 1s His Messane
secret and mystery in it.

In closing, T would like
Carlyle from his work
Worship, and the Heroic in st
up his views about the Messenger o
achievements, and those made by hiis 10+
a short span of a century after i o



concludes: To the Arab Nation It was d
sirth from darkness into hght: Arabia first

hoeame alive byomeans of 1tz a poor

Jiepherd people roaming unnoticed m 1ts
Joserls sinee the creation of the world:
Hero Prophet was sentdown to them with
L oword they could believer see the
noticed  becomes  world-notable: the
ol has grown world-great, within one

coaatterwardss Arabiais at Girenada
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S olose Hits chapter with the words of Sir George Bernard Shaw:

eve that if a man (ike him were to assume the dictatorship of the
vor i o would succeed in sofving its problems in a way that would
(e much needed peace and happiness: I have prophesied about the
S\ ufaimmad that it would be acceptable to the Europe of tomorrow as it

nning to be acceptable to the Turope of today.

on this hand, at Delhi on that: — glancing in valour
and splendor, and the light of genius, Arabia
shines through long ages over a great section of
the world. Belief'is great, life-giving. The history
of a nation becomes fruitful, soul-elevating,
great, as soon as it believes. These Arabs, the man
Mohammed. and that one century, —isitnotasifa
spark had fallen, one spark, on a world of what
«cemed black unnoticeable sand; but, lo, the sand
proves explosive powder, blazes heaven-high
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