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Dr. (Mrs.) Kishwar Shabbir Khan

The problems as have been pointed out in this seminar that I have tound is consistent
trend of discussion — problem. resolutions as it i1s for proceedings. There is
...considerable amount of being swayed by emotions. I think probably it would be better
advice to abstain from being swayed by emotions, because, that leads to the kind of
forgetting of reasoning. Now, so far as I am concemned | feel that one has got to properly
catagorise the problems which are many and each problem 1s muiti-dimensional. Problems
are social, problems are educational, problems are relating to help, problems are relating to
economics. Economic problems and employment problems, status of the unity in the
quality. — problems are¢ innumerable multi-dimensional and accordingly they requure to
be dealt with. Similarly the problems, they have the national level nature, state level nature,
local level nature and accordingly the communication of these problems because they have
to be identified properly and catagorised and then they have to be communicated to the
relevant authorities whether it is national level that should be communicated to the policy
makers level. It is as state level or the local level, the administrative authorities who have
to be approached and I must admit it that personally I have found that to a great extent the
communuty itself is responsible, there has been some reference made to the studies that
have been carried on in the Aligarh Muslim University regarding the problems of the
Muslim artisans of the selected industries in U.P. cities and there I have noted. The
problem is basically economic and that is the genesis of the social problems, that is the
genesis of communal feelings problems and that is the genesis of backwardness in
education and that is the genesis of child fabour. By the way [ would like to mention that
because of our studies, we have been able to identify at least some of these problems. For
instance we have noted that in Firozabad the child labour is a serious problem. The
problem of black-marketing of phone is a serious problem. Now what are the repercussions
of these problems. The black marketing links to number of firms which interlinks to under
employment of the labour which interlinks to low level of income, which interlinks to
sending the children to earn when the industries are running. The problems are linked
together. Now I did this problem to minister of industries small Industries and pointed out
that this is the problem, you have to do something. Do something, to the rationalisation of
quota of coal in Firozabad and then do something to the problem of child labour and
probably there have been quite a number of raids in these units in these industries to find
out as to what is happening to the children and they were asked to quit by the backdoor and

so on. So we have to identify the problem and take them to the relevant levels, Similarly
the intentions of the Government at many a times we find are very good and they too
evolve policies which are not implemented properly. Say for instance a few moments ago
Dr.Abdur Rahman was talking about the Brassware Corporation. Now I have given a
report about U.P.Brassware Corporation because I have found that the intentions are good.
Capitals have been provided by the Govt and the capacity to provide raw material
production to produce raw material to extent of 800 ... ton per annum is there but the
actual production has not even touched 60 million tons or 60 tons per annum. This is that



o

means something is lacking in the administrative level. That we have to take and point out
that there is some thing got to be done at that particular level. So we have to see as to what
cxtent the adminitration is responsible. Now I will come to one instance, as to how the

community itself may be resposible for a sole backwardness of proprieting a bad
impression about itself in the minds of that authorities in the minds of that administration.
Now | am talking specifically of Gorakhpur where I went and discussed about these
problems and I found that from 1973 onwards the Govt had taken steps to improve the
condition of small artisans and they had given a number of schemes for providing small
loans and the loans were given and in some mood radical frenzy, many promises were
made that the interest payment will be done by the Govt of Uttar Pradesh. Now the Govt is h
slow to fulfil its promises that goes there and the artisans specially the weavers they took it :
many seriously and they stop paying the principle either and when the things came to very

difficult situation and the bankers started issuing notices and started their action for

proceedings, the Govt was alerted again, they were given a notice that you please pay of
the principle by March 1986. They would not come up to the repayments. Now the

painters are obviously 1n the nght to prosecute the borrowers, the Govt is willing to make

to stand the principle, the interest payment on their behalf but to quality for that interest of
payment by the Govt, artisans have to repay the principal amount. Somewhere they are not
coming. In this process they are making the credit worthiness of the community as such
doubttul in the eyes of the credit giving institutions. So our effort should be at least as a
housewife, as @ mother, my approach is always result oriented approach. 1 would like to
know, whatever, little can do, with a positive result so whenever | have found these
problems I have taken them to the relevant authorities directly I approach, for instance in
Ahlgarh itself I 1dentified 212 borrowers who needed money, whose credibility be
established and whom we helped out with the help of Punjab National Bank in securing
credits totalling 12 lakhs rupees and then we need monitoring also. It was not our work but
we found that they were doing their work and they started repaying their loans which wa$
advanced to them. So he need is first of all to carry on micro-level stands and identify the
problems of the individuals in the familiar and small levels and then see as to where these
problems are to be taken for finding its solutions. If it is the community we have to tell
them either directly or through the social work organization or through some teams. The
mechanism will have to be worked out and then we have to make them realise that their
old definitions are like here and you have to help yourselves and if it is the administration,
we have to take them and if it is the national level of communication to the policy makers
that of course will have to be taken care of by the leaders but one thing remains there that
such micro level statics which will identify the dimensions of the problems. The nature of
the problems that will indeed be strengthening our nation that this is where the action is
needed and you have to do it, and if you do not do it then, we can say that you are not
fulfilling the responsibility of supporting the citizens of this country. Such studies were
carried on by...... Mr.Sidney & ..... in the united Kingdom, before the social security
scheme was adopted in national level. Now I would like to conclude that we classify our
approach as identification of the problems and (2) next, communication of these problems
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to the relevant level. (3) Suggestion of Action Plan. which 1s needed either by
administration or policy level or by community itself (4) Helping through our some
mechanism, the community and resolving these own problems. Because unless the
community helps itself out, specially as Mr.Saiyed Hamid said in imorning session that the
efficiency of the community will have to be superior to the majority commumnity 1t they
have to make a place for themselves. Now this is gone out in the world by the example of
Jews. Jews in the world have established their superiority by the hard work. You will find
that all the greatest intellectuals are Jews in the united states. We are having great influence
and the Congress because of their command of financial markets, trade, educational
institutions and so on. So it is the efficiency that is got to be improved whether it is in the
artisan level or the low level worker, educational level. Highest level of leadership, of
course requires the highest level of efficiency and I think, with these words, I would like to
conclude that it is imperative that we take the message to the right person. First we identify
the problem and take the message to the right person.

Dr. Abdur Rahman Khan

Since long have been said about various problems concerning muslims here. 1 will
confine myself to one or two issues. Firstly, I will say that poverty and ignorance are

supplementary complementary to each other. | donot know whether 1t would be advisable
to start with knowledge education or removal of poverty.

Secondly, my experience with such seminars, discussions regarding problems of
muslims have been, that we have been discussing these problems almost all the time 1n
isolation. We have no interaction with thegmajority community. | think a very good 1dea
suggested by someone here is to have a meeting where people like top journalists including
, those who do not agree with our views who donot even agree with our existence in the
| country like Gin Lal Jain and Arun Shourie, they should be there and even people like
beoadminded people who have written very good articles in his country like Kuldeep
Nayyar, Khushwant Singh and Keval Verma. They all should be invited and they should
listen what are our talks when we are talking about the problems of muslims, what we fail
to do so that we are talking about their problems in isolation as if muslims are living in
total isolation from the Hindu Community which is not a fact. The problems are as Sayyid
Hamid sb. pointed out this morning, we have taken certain ills from the Hindu Commumnity
like dowry system. We have adopted from them. This is a case of social interaction
between Hindus & Muslims. Now this social interaction should be taken into account
while we are taking the problems of the Muslims. I will try to build up.... from the
Constitution of India and I can read our number of religions in the Constitution of India
which guarantee some sort of protection or the other to the Muslims or the minoritics.
Article 15/4, article 16/4, article 338, article 340, article 347, I can go on reading it. The
question which comes to my mind is that despite the effect that we have these provisions in
the Constitution of the country what is it that has prevented their application even after 40
years of Independence. Now with all these provisious the riots continue 1o occur,
disparities between different communities, because Muslim is the largest minority,
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therefore, we feel it more but the fact is that every minority whether they are Muslims or
others, every minority feels equally, so why is it that it is going. I think in 1959 Pandit
Nehru issued a confidential memo to officers regarding employment, where he said the
secularism does not mean what we feel about the minorities. Secularism means what the
minonties feel about 11, that was in connection with employment and that was in 1959. In
1947 when partition took place, some of us might have seen the trauma of partition, the
communal riots and all these that followed partition but I think that generation has already
passed or there are people on the verge of retirement. The new generation has not even
hcard about the trauma with the Muslim Community which caused partition. The question
1 that these 40 years should have really brought in secularism in the country. What we see
in 1987 is that we are going to rapid communalism. It is both from the majority side as
well as the minority side. What are the factors which are causing this. This is something
which 1s very important whenever there is a riot, whenever there is a communal
confederation we have an enquiry and almost all these enquiry reports are never published.
It 1s never brought out in public. Now this is a sort of measure to sway the feelings of one
community temporarily. What are the reasons behind it, we donot go to the genesis of a
communal riot. No comprehensive study as Sayyid Hamid sb. satd has been done, we have
got annual census from 1951, 61, 71, 81, they have not been printed we donot know what
are the level of educations among the Muslims. No considered effort by the Governemnt
has been made todate to find out the real status of Muslims. | remember of an incident
when I went to survey Muradabad for handicrafts people there, Hamid sb. was also with
us. When we went io survey the artisans in Muradabad then the managing director of the
U.P. Brassware Corporation when he introduced as to the problem. He said the artisans are
carmning more than 100 rupees a day. They donot bother about work and this and that but
when we took a survey by ourselves, when we went from lane to lane and house to house
then the facts which were reported by years back in the next year meeting were totally
different. Now I have got a report of a survey came by ..... about the Brassware Industries
in Muradabad. 1 have got a report came by the ...... about the Benaras Industries, San
Industries in Benaras. Now what you find out from those reports which become official
documents of the Government. They are totally devoid of reality. Realities are totally
different what [ will like is that something should be done from our side. There is from the
side of the University to impress upon the Government to carry out the complete detailed
study of the minorities in general and Muslims in particular. What are the problems what
are the genesis of the problem, what are thier socio-economic problem. What is their social
status et¢. so that we should not as Hamid Sb. said this morning, when hé said, we are so
educationally backward we donot have any data to support it. I think Prof.Gopinath has
brought out a report sometime back. Prof.Gopal Krishna at Bhopal, where he said what
Hamid sb. said this moming that we are educationally, academically in every way, we are
backward in comparison to all other communities. Now my submission is that as
intellectuals. 1 feel shy about calling myself as intellectual, but since we have been using
the terms this morning as educationist or as intellectuals or as simple teachers, we should
impress upon the Government that a study should be conducted or should be authorised by
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them, we can make a study ourselves. [ have made study of L.R.D.P. (Integrated Rural
Development Programme) of Aligarh, I have given the report to the U.P.Government and
then Mr.Anees Ansari, who has recently been posted. [ was previously secretary in the
U.P.Small Industries and I gave it to him. The proportion of beneficiaries in LR.D.P. 1s less
than one percent in Aligarh.

Now I gave this report to him and I said, when [ finally will like because [ would like
to have said many things but I would like to conclude with one little thing with submission
to the Vice-Chancellor, we can make a beginning which I suggested some time back by the
adult education programme which we have here. The adult education department of our or
the Centre of ours should start making studies in areas which are preferal to the University
campus. Vice-Chancellor sb. suggested in one of the meetings that we should have studied
in Zohrabagh or Bhamola or Jamalpur etc and where a large number of Mushms, itleterate
people, rikshaw wala, bearers and their families live there, we should try to help them out

in educational uplifiment that can be a minor contribution of this community to the people
who are living at the preference of this University but as a major contribution what we can

do is that we can work we can carry out a major study on a countrywise basis, not a
statewise or on districtwise basis. But on a countrywise basis to bring out the .... points
about the plus & minus aspects of the Muslim Community. | remember Hyderabad
sometimes back when there was no riot. Muslims economicaily were rising. Suddenly, you
s" have spade of riots in Hyderabad and thier economic growth has come back. So the riots
are connected to a number of socio-economic problems and they all required to be

analysed. ¢
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