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The Poineer of new Persian

Imam Hasan
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- Saleha Abid Husain

Ly

:,ééminar and Moshaira was inaugurated by the President of
India. It was a great homage paid to Maulana Altaf
Hussain Hali - the pillar of modern Urdu poetry. * ~

The admittedly historical outcome of this palatial
function was. that it proved a matrix of the Haryana Urdu
Acddemy. Thus a dignified credit for safeguarding Urdu in
India undoubtedly went to Saiyadain's sister. Iran Culture
Centre Rawalpindi celebrates "Hali Day" every year on the
occasion of Death- Anniversary of Khwaja Altaf Husain
Hali i.e. 31st December 1914.

b E' 1
Y ooe b 3

- - This lady of letters ,Iren;lﬁiﬁed busy in the service of
‘Urdu language and literature till her end at the age of 75.
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language, : scenario;; conversation;ic characterisation: and
sentiment. Through:hermovels:Saleha endeavoured to bring
about some positive changes in the sophisticated style -of
thinking and the outmoded way of life. Among all her

published novels, "AZRA™ and "AATISH-E- KHAMOSH"
\got the;maximum popularity. She also- wrote some'plays -

which were not only published but staged as well. o

~+ . ..'She_had, alsoanrastonishing comiand;oyet the art
of. essay-writing .:.and: therverbal pigmentation; of:living
sketches.; On: herigrandfather;Maulana Altaf:Hussain Hali;
she wrote a number of .books both for adults arid teenagers.:
In 1987, she managed: to-publish!two;-volumes.of -her
sketches under the:titles "JANEWALOON; KLY AD', and,
"BAZM-E:-DANISHWARAN"::dn-these ibooks, :she:has
picturised:the prominent personalities-of the-SubCantinent
who 1mpinged-uponrthe educational,:cultural and: literary,
perspective of .the masses:: .7+ ey U B

oo

1 o '-':.a:ll‘,l"-p -;I"r,j 'I—l-i-
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.+ .SalehaiiAbid., Hussain..was: fully, aware of ‘the:
importance of Juvenile literature in Urdu. AS.such;,she
wrote more than a dozen of books for children ranging
from .novel and playsito. story, and essays.The language she
employed; is easy to-read and.the subject she'selected 18!
highly. informative and.inspiring-for;teenagers. .. e b g
EEPRS A N :1‘“-".‘-!.'1.'_';' ARSI S ER P v AR _1.?,iffz':E€;~§;’.E.J
.. - Despite her,old; age, she, was-engaged. in, uplifting:
Urdu literature .in India: Throu gh-her: essays,; novels;-short,
stories, biographies.and:plays, she -had -.contributed a lot: 1o:

this language. In.. recognition of.her literary-services she

was awarded Ghalib.;Award. - the;most. dignified; literary;

prize in India. - SRt e

.- 4iIt; was :entirely due ;t'__!i).:;:'S;;l_le__ll_a?_S.'rﬁEfo.l_'LS:_'?th?t” in
December:1985, Maulana;Hali1.Day -was observed.in:his; as:
well as her;native, place: Panipat, on .a,gigantic.scale:, The

Y

colorful. celebrationbased on.exhibition, jsymposium,

=




e ssleha Abid Husain

- The: p0551b111ty of chan ge 1s the greatest asset of
- man 1n hlS present surroundmgs

Yours sincer e:ly

- Mohammad Iqbal

. Begum Saleha Abid ‘Husain, “the younger sister of
Ghulam-us-Saiyadain, was born in panipat ‘in the year
1913. She :got nourishment in such a surrounding where
education, Muslim civilization and literature reigned
supreme. As aresult, these inherited qualities per suaded her
not' even to acquire education, but also to follow. the
footsteps of her:literary ancestors, brother as well as cousin
Khawaja Ahmed Abbas, the story writer of ;the first rank.
After :marriage,:'she came under the ‘influence. of her
husband Dr. Abid Husain, who was well-known throughout
the Sub-continent both as educationist and playwright. He

had the credit to servc Jan‘ua Mllha Delhl as 1ts Vlce
Chancellor o -

Saleha was g1fted Wlth the ablhty to write flctmn n
full swmg 'She had thoroughly studied the real way of life
as led by the middie class Muslim families of Delhi and its
adjoining areas. As such, she tried to depict the whole
situation’ arising out of the conflict between the ancestral
civilization and the:modern trends in culture. Dealing with
this alarming ‘issue, she fabricated hundred. of stories
among which: “Sambhala" won the recognition of a

masterpiece in response to its technique, theme tone .;md
tempo.

This learned lady was a noted novelist as well. She
had etched the ‘Mughal based civilization; the assorted

social - phenomend and the past traditions of the Muslim
families in- her novels with triumphant. command: over
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philosopher but as a viable thinker, a great humanist and
the most gifted and significant interpreter of the universal
message ‘of Islam for the modern world. Although Igbal
expired before the first-edition of this remarkable book
appeared in' 1938, and" thus ‘remained ‘deprived of his
persual, yet the author had managed to send him the
original manuscript in June, 1936. Igbal. was, too. prompt to
g6 thiough it and in appreciation of the work, wrote a Jetter
“to. Saiyadain which is in itself the emblematic. of his
educational philosophy; . % T T
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o0 s Thanks; for your letter, wiich, |

received, a_moment; ago. Y.our, summary, is

excellent and I have got  nothing, ,to.-add.

My ¥~ will, I hope, be published about tlie
.. .end. of June.and I will send you an,advance
., .. - copy. This collection has a part'devoted to, .

b Th : O a ! B T R
s i pieasd g You may not find anything Dew
Lo oninity yet if it reaches; you in time you may.read

the portion mentioned abOVE... ..., ... i b

;I,jS'U.PPQSBgyou are aware of the
educational implication of Leibnitz's monadism.
..-According to-him.the monad (the mind of man)

4
| I

Co -

N SNURI R IV LU N P oy e e .
is a closed mind,incapable of absorbing external
forces. My view, js-that the monad 18 essentially

.1, assimilative,. in . its;  nature. Time:is great
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While it Kills and Destroys it also expands and

'\ . 1. cbrings out the hidden, possibilitiesjof things.
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BY DR. MAHMUDUR RAHMAN
ISLAMABAD

" SALEHA ABID HUSAIN

- With the sad demise of Begum Saleha Abid Husain
in January 1988, the chapter of a reputed literary clan of
Panipat (Delhi) has come to be closed. Descending from
Hazrat Ayub Ansari (R.A), the companion of the Holy
Prophet (P.BU.H), this dignified family produced a number
of personalities who had rendered a futuristic mould to the
vogue way of writing and the trend of thinking through
their broad-based revolutionary ideas. The first name to be
recalled in this respect is that' of Khawaja Altaf Husain
‘Hali, a renowned poet, critic, biographer and reformer. The
‘other man of repute was Khawaja Ghulam-us-Saiyidain, a
noted educationist and literature who was-the real brother

v . '

“of Saleha Begum.

| It may be interesting to note that Saiyidain was the
first person who wrote ‘a ‘comprehensive book on poet-
philosopher Allama Igbal as early as 1936 entitled
"IQBAL'S EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY" Its
dedication runs as follows: =~ R

Dedicated
. (I
~ Th Deeply Loved And Revered Memory
O Abet- st
S - IQBAL
- Great Poet, Great Philosopher, Great Muslim
L ) and Great Humanist.

" The Bbﬂki'embddi;é's"a lucid presentation of the
creative ideology of Igbal, not only as an educational
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' For the moment,-it, is not relevent,to gointo the,authenticity-or;

otherwise- of -these -events;. but both-of these: incidents also
exhibit the: result of; the les,pect of the:Hindus-and, the Muslims:
~ they enjoyed. Was 1t-not the. result of their.considerate atutudef-
towards both these communities?. Was:it not the.consequence;
of the cultures which came into existence as a synthesis of the
Muslim or. Persian:and Hindu cultures and. known: today as the
composite . culture. Urfize-Shirazi,. a poetiof Akbar's: 1elgn

certamly v1suahzed the Same cvent when he wmhed that ol
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a result; it'found: itself drawn nearer:to the Muslims. 'This
happy'fusion again created congenial ‘atmosphere for the
growth of a composite culture, a culture which was the result-of
friendly assimilation of various segments of society and
imbibing the'cultural elements of eachother. =~ |

Another important aspect which facilitated the creation
of :a composite culture was the need to learn Persian by the
Hindus. As a consequence of the Muslim rule with'Persian as
the administrative language, the non-Persian speaking Indians
realised the importance and uigency of learning Persian. We
find a large number of Hindu Persian poets and writer during
the Mughal period. They have left their work on its literary
history, particularly in the branches of poetry, lexicography,
epistolography, historiography, etc. Persian thus , was
Indianised. It was enriched with Indian vocabularly, homely

~ metaphors and imageries drawn from Hindu Muslim beliefs.

Apart from it, the Indian vernaculars readily accepted a
number of Persian words and expression. This again lead to the
creation and promotion of a common culture in India.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a scholar of repute and
deep insight, has rightly summed up this intermingling of the
two cultures - the Muslim and the Hindu - through Persian in
these words: | o
"In every walk of Indian life the influence of Persian language
and culture is evident to-this day. In all the languages of India,
we have thousands of words derived from Persian. For almost
eight hundred years, Persian held a dominant place in Indian

life. Thousands of Indians, many of them Hindus, used this
language with great skill and mastery.”

Kabir and Guru Nanak are two well-known
personalities of our country. It is narrated that when they
passed away, the Muslims wished to bury them while the
Hindus wanted to burn their corpse according to their belief.
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He was v1sual1z1ng te create 2 new- edlflce ef semal 01(161:
whlch may not suffer any harm and be acceptable to: all

: t e

Slmﬂarly, when Abul Fazl 1the able and falslghted..-_
mlmster of Akbar, wrote an mscrlptlen for - place .of wor slnp’;
at Kashmir, he expressed in.it that;:v« 07 0t o of o

iUL/ (’f(_{/xlf//; A-L-’d'[«f (,V'/d‘lﬁﬂ ! !..«i/,u.u

It was again to minimize: the dlfferences between. the var 1ous
religious groups living in.this country-and then bungmg them:
nearer:to each other.. He.was-actually trying::to eenvmce the
wershlppers to lme w1th the ceneept of " J/ 5’"’ L
b SRRALENES IO N0 RS U A SRR A N r."i ‘
. Prince Mohammad Dma Shukeeh a cmsadeh for rthe
creaton. of ‘better:! ‘understanding between: the Hindus and. the:
Muslims, found time-to have contacts with a number of Hindu:
Sanskrit scholars. He translated:fifty upanishads:into Persian.
under the title of Sirr-e-Akbar. A translation of Bhagwat Gita is
also ascribed to him. Moreover *Yega Vasishta was:renderéd’
into Persian;, at. his behest.. Majma'’; al- Bahrainis;; -again sa:
scholarly: worki of Dara shukooh:in: the -field, of: comparative;
study.of the:basic tenents of Islam.and Hindaism. In;this work;:
the-Prince has taken great pains’in, bungmg out:thé similarities:
in, between:the: Islamic. and Hindu.way ofilife.[Thus: he has:
passionately tried to brmg the fellowels ef these twe 1e11g1e~ns
nearer to each other.. " . s L

!
) e ':"-r fa D Iy
!.|':I::_'F * E!I:_':J! 'I;_.‘ -’ | 3 i..lr f J [ |. r Jii.l.‘r i11“ ! 'Lgllllr-?L I f 1_{ I‘| ‘1 i-_

LoIvisa hlsteueal fact thattlie; Mughals had a bleade1
eutloek in. theu treatment wuh the non Muslim pepulatlen :As's

: R g A
REY '.;.!.'...‘“' FF' - a".“-E‘..‘ v} la LR 4l."r"-’.""i".
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- PERSIAN LITERATURE
PROMOTION OF COMPOSITE CULTURE

“In India Persian language and literature has played a
significant role in bringing the various segments of the India
society closer. Thus it'has paved the way. for a culture which
emanated from the synthesis of the Persian and Indian cultural
strearns. The same cultural synthesis resulted in the creation of

a new culture termed today as "Composite Culture” It-has also

been named as Indo, - Persian culture. It is, indeed a. valued
legacy of the medieval Ind1a. .. .; .- -

Qur composite culture is not an outcome of a very
simple and :short process. It is the result of the years old
constant -and-conscious endeavours' of . the Indians of. the

‘medieval period. .

q_{filé’?k Ue’:{rﬂ ,H/L}"J n HUEJ;in/ﬁ“/ﬁ('UL’
(3L L .
Long before the advent of the Muslim rule in-India, the
Persian, their language and culture was known 1o the.Indians.
The moment the Muslim rule was established in India, the
Muslim culture dominated by the Persian cultural elements
came into direct contact with the Indidn cultire. This. contact
provided the opportunities ‘for mutual .understanding, mutual
appreciation, mutual interest and. mutual influence. . - AP

. - As a.common medium, of expression between. the
various units of India. With the. foundation of the Muslim.rule,
Persian becamme: the sovereign, language.-of, this. country:.
Gradually it became,the official language, and,a vehicle of the
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