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PREFACE

This Volume brings together, for the first time Sir
Syed’s three previously unpublished Essays on the Causes of
the Indian Revolt. The first is a hand-written essay which Sir
Syed sent to the Secretary of State for India just after Queen
Victoria's famous proclamation of 1 November, 1858.

Sir Syed explains that his purpose in writing this
essay is "to reflect upon the primary causes of these
dicturbances and to advance true grounds for the veracity of
my own statement. "At the same time he expresses his
satisfaction at the "Complete remedy of each primary cause
of the rebellion" achieved by the government.

Sir Syed claims that he is sending this essay to the
Secretary of State India "on the supposition that no native ot
Hindustan has written on the subject” and that there 15
"room for hoping that it will be well for the opmion of one
such person too, to be kept on record.’

However, Sir Syed seems to have been unaware of
the fact that the Government had meanwhile asked a
number of other native officials and munshis to write their
opinions on the subject. Amongst those whose views are

now preserved in the official records of the Governiment,

include Munshi Jeewan Lal, Munshi Kedar Nath and Munshi Mohan
Lal. The most detailed statements amongst these are, The thoughts
of a native of northern india on the Rebellion, its causes and
remedies, printed in London in 1858 and Munshi Mohan Lal’s

Causes, rise, and progress of the Mutiny and Rebellion submitted to
Brigadier Chamberlain on 11th November 1857
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5ir Sved 1s, however, the only Muslim to put forward
an Indian and speafically Muslim point of view on this
subject. All other submissions are by Hindu/authors and were
written  mainlv  to  exonerate the Hindu community and

to convince the Government of their loyaity. For example
when a British official asked the opinion of an educated
Hindu on the causes of Indian revolt his reply was "the gross
wrongs intlicted on Nana Sahib; the injustice done to
Kumwar Singh; the injuries inflicted on the Rani of Jhansi; the
seizure  of the Kingdom of QOudh; the fraudulent
embezzlement perpetrated with to the Rao of Kirwi, and
scores of lesser wrongs done in the reckless regard to the
landowners under the administration of the North-west
provinces” insolence [Kaye and Mallesson History of the
Indian Mutiny, London 1889 p. 282].

The second work included in this volume is the
original and hither to unpublished version of Sir Syed's
"Essay on the causes of the Indian Revolt”. it was originally
printed for Sir Syed in 1859. However, because of the
Government proscriptionyon such publications all copies,
except the one now surviving in the official files of the
india Office Records, seems to have been destroyed. Altaf Hussain
Hali, in his biography of Sir Syed, Hayat-i-Javed (Agra, 1903, pp. 73-
76) gives us a detailed account of this work.

"Sir Syed had perhaps started writing this essay soon
after he arrived in Moradabad. As soon as it was complete,
without waiting for it to be translated into English, he sent
the Urdu text to Mofussilite Gazette Press in Agra for
printing. He received five hundred copies from the press in
1859. When his friends came to know about his decision to
send copies of this work to the Parliament and to the
Government of india they strongly advised him against this.
Master Shankar Das, younger brother of Master Ram
Chandar who was a judge in Moradabad and a close friend
of Sir Syed advised him not to risk his life and to burn all the
copies at once. Sir Syed’s response was that he had written
the essay keeping the best interest of the Government and
those of the country and the people in mind and that the
regarded it his duty to bring this to the notice of the
sovernment even if it resulted in some harm to himselt.
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When Rae Shankar Das saw that Sir Syed was very
determined he, with tears in his eyes, kept quiet. Sir Syed
first offered his prayers and then posted a parcel containing
3 few less than five hundred copies to England. He also sent
one copy to the Government of India and kept a few copies
for himself. When it was received by the Government of
India and a translation was presented to the Council, Lord
Canning, the Governor General and Sir Bartle Frere, who
was a member of the Council considered it the work of «
sympathiser. However, Cecil-Beadon, who was toreign
Secretary at that time made a long speech against it and
accused Sir Syed of writing a seditious essay. He
recommended that Sir Syed should be reprimanded for
writing it and if he was unable to provide a satisfactory
explanation he should be severely punished.”

"A few days later Lord Canning held a Durbar in
Farrukhabad and Sir Syed was also invited to attend. Here
he came across Cecil-Beadon, Foreign Secretary to the
Government of India. When Cecil-Beadon learned that Sir
Syed was the author of the Essay on the Causes ot the
Indian Revolt he asked him to come and see him the next
day. During their meeting Cecil-Beadon expressed his
concern over the publication of such a work and had some
harsh words with Sir Syed on this subject, telling him that i
he had written such an essay with the welfare of the
Government in mind he would not have had it published
and distributed in the country but would have expressed his
views privately to the Government alone. Sir Syed replied
that he had only five hundred copies printed. Except for a
few copies kept by him and one copy sent to the
Government of India, the rest were sent to England. He had
kept a receipt to prove it. He knew that because of their
anger and hate the judgement of the British officials was
impaired and they considered even a right thing as wrong.
That is why he had neither distributed any copies in India
nor shown one to any Englishman. He had sent only one
copy to the Government. He challenged anyone to produce
even a single copy of this work in India and he would pay

him one thousand rupees for each copy produced. Mr.
Cecil-Beadon, however was not convinced and he

subsequently kept on enquiring from Sir Syed if there was
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anv copies of the work available in India. After some time,
when he was fully convinced that there was no copy

available in India he became a friend and a sympathiser of
Sir Syed (Translated from urduj

Later on the work was translated into English and
published by Sir Syed’s two English friends, G.F.l. Graham
and Sir Auckland Colvin in 1873. In its Preface Sir Syed
explains his purpose in publishing this translation as; An
honest exposition of native ideas is all that our Government
requires to enable it to hold the country with the full
concurrence of its inhabitants and not merely by the sowrd."

With regards to the contents and value of this work
Graham in his Life and works of Syed Ahmed Khan (London,
1885) comments; Although some of us may not agree with
Syed Ahmed’s Causes of the Indian Revolt, the Pamphlet is
exceedingly valuable, as giving us an insight into the native
modes of thought, and as written by the ablest of our loyal
Mohammedan gentlemen (pp. 32-33)

d

Sir Syed’s main purpose in writing this essay and in
submitting nearly five hundred copies to the British
Parliament was not only to put forward what he believed
were the true cause of the discontentment of the natives but
also to convince the Government that the revolt- was no
more than "localized disturbances organized by robbers and
dacoits, some of the minor chiefs of Cawnpore, Bignor,
Bareilly and Farrukhabad and some of the Muslims
remained loyal to the British Government.

Hali, a great friend and associate of Sir Syed further
on explains the reasons for writing this essay;

'As all the articles, essays and books published by
the British on this subject were against Muslims it made Sir
Syed very anxious and concerned. Muslims were accused by
some that they hated the English because of their religion,
while other believed that because of Shah Niamatullah Walis
predictions all Muslims were convinced that the British rule
was coming o an end. Most of alf they all accused Muslim
ihat their relicion permitted Jihad or Holy war against
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Christians and because of this Muslims were in the foreiront
of the rebellion. Sir Syed took up this responsibility on
himself to convince the British that all these accusations
were baseless and were the result of miscomprehension and
that the sacrifices made by the Muslims for the Government
were in many ways much more than by any other
community (Hayat-i-Javed. Agra, 1903 pp. 73-76. Translated

from Urdu.)

Unlike the commonly available version of the Asbab-

i-Baghavat-i-Hind the present copy, In addition to the Urdu
text, includes a preface, detailed list of contents, summaries
of paragraphs, as well as text of "Mr. Edmonds letter

addressed to the educated natives of India" in English.

This work was rendered into English by Sir Syed’s twe.
English friends C.F Graham and Sir Auckland Colvin and publisi
from Benares in 1873. Because of its importance and to make S
Syed's all known writings on the causes of the revolt accessible tc
researcher in one place this work is also included in this volume.

The next item in this volume is an autograph letter
of Sir Syed, addressed to Sir john Kaye. It is dated 14
December 1869 and was sent from 21 Mecklenburgh
Square, London, where Sir Syed was staying along with his
two sons, Syed Hamid and Syed Mahmud between May
1869 and October 1870. During his stay in London Sir Syed
was a frequent visitor to the India Office where he met Sir
John Kaye who was at that time Secretary in the Political and
Secret Department and was engaged in writing an official
history of the Indian Mutiny. In addition to consulting Sir
Syed’s Causes of the Indian Revolt Sir john Kaye had sought
Sir Syed's advice on.various other matters and in this History
of the Sepoy War in India (London, 1872-1876) quoles the
text of a letter he had received from Sir Syed explaining the

custom of succession in the Royal family of Delhi. (Vol. 2
pp. 24, 685)

Another letter from Sir Syed addressed to Kaye 15

i pregewed in the mutiny volume of the Home Miscellaneous
r Series of the India Office Records.
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lis letter was written in reply to Kaye's letter ¢ -
November 1869 in which Kaye had expressed his Opirucr
that "the 1857 rebellion was much more than a rneex
military mutiny and had asked Sir Syed’s opinion "as to tre
extent that it grew into a popular rebellion." Sir Syed’s reply
reveals some important changes in his views from those

expressed in his Causes of the Indian Revolt. Whereas in hi
work he had clearly stated that there was no definition ot
the word mutiny which did not apply to the rebellion of
1857, here in this letter he argues against calling it a military
mutiny. Similarly his views about the spread of the mutiny in
the N.W. Provinces seems contrary to what he had
expressed in the above-mentioned work, whose very title
Causes of the Indian Revolt implies that it was much more

than “localized disturbances organized by robber and
dacoits, some of the minor chiefs."

The publication of these three documents will | am
sure add significantly to our understanding of Sir Syed's

views on the causes of the 1857 Rebellion.
>

Finally, | must express my gratitude to my life Margarita
Maura & my son Yousaf for typing the manuscript.

Salim al Din Quraishi.
L ondon.

12 March 1994,
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AN ESSAY ON THE CAUSES OF THE
INDIAN REVOLT, BY SAIYID AHMAD KHAN,
PRINCIPAL SADR AMIN OF MURADABAD

In the name of the most merciful and compassionate Godl!
Dependence and humility became the creature

To forgive his creature is the part of God

If | do that which becomes me not

Do than to all that is suitable to thee

With regard to the original causes of the rebellion in
Hindustan, which | have set forth in my essay on that
subject, although my heart was desirous to erase them now
from the page of existence, nay to obliterate them from
mine own mind, in as much as the proclamation which has
been promulgated by Her Majesty Queen Victoria (may Her
Empire be perpetuated) is in fact the complete remedy of
each primary cause of the rebellion, and indeed, the writers
of the causes of the rebellion on beholding the purport of
that Proclamation, let the pens drop from their hands, and
all feel it be unnecessary to make a diagnosis of these
causes now, because their complete remedy has been
exhibited, nevertheless to reflect upon the primary causes of
the disturbances, and to advance true grounds for the
veracity of my own statements, is in my opinion a strong
proof of my attachment to the Government. Therefore,
although the things which have occasioned the rebellion
have been well remedied, it is still incumbent upon me to
publish those which | know. It is true that persons of great
wisdom and experience have written on the causes of this
rebellion, but on the supposition that no native of Hindustan
has written on the subject, there is rcom for hoping that it

will be well for the opinion of one such person too, to be left
on record.
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SUBJECT
What was the cause of the rebellion in Hindustan?

Answer: In answering this question it is first
incumbent upon us to define rightly what is the meaning of
rebellion: - viz whether it be the opposing our Government,
or taking part with those who oppose it, or to disregard and
disobey orders with a rebellious spirit, or unconsciously to
violate the rights and limits of the government:-fnr example:

1st-As servant or subject fighting and opposing his
Government.

2nd-Or disregarding and disobeying orders in a
rebellious spirit.

3rd-Or his aiding and abetting rebels.

4th-Or subjects audaciously fighting amongst
themselves and violating the fixed limits of Government.

5th-Or the not entertaining in their hearts aftection
and loyalty towards their Government, and not aiding with it
in times of calamity.

In the critical year 1857 which has just past, there is
not one of all these kinds of rebellion which has not existed,
nay there will be found but very few men, being persons of
remarkable wisdom, who are clear of the last kind of
disaffection. Moreover as this fast kind is but little openly
manifested, it is substantially abundantly common.

The one sole cause of rebellious intent arising in the
heart is the occurrences of things which are opposed to the
dispositions and temperaments, and purposes and resolves
and customs and habits and characters and natures of those
who bBecome rebels.

From this statement it is proved that no special thing
can be the cause of a general rebellion. Aye of a general
rebellion, either something as general may be the cause
which is opposed to the feelings of all, or various matters
may be the cause of which some one thing is repugnant {0
the feelings of another party, and thus by degrees a general
disaffection is brought about.
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In the rebellion ot 1857 this very thing was the case
that many causes had for a long time heen collected in the
minds of the people, and a very greal magazine has been
iormed and all that remained was that it should be hastily
kindled, which was done last year by the rebellion of the
troops.

With regard to the distribution of chapatis, and the
breaking out of the rebellion shortly afterwards, although at
that time, cholera was epidemic throughout all Hindustan,
and it may be thought that this contrivance was adopted as
an antidote to the cholera, as a charm against it, in as much
as ignorant natives of Hindustan very often practise this kind
of charm, yet the truth s, the original cause ot the
distribution has not yet been divulged, but there is no doub!
that the chapatis could not have been the foundation of
conspiracy.

It is certainly customary for a thing of this nature to
be a taken to test the truth of a message, and it is notorous
that no verbal message was sent with the chapatis; had a
message been sent, it is impossible that it could have
cemained concealed inspite of its being SO widely
promulgated and to spread amongst people of every tribe
and every disposition. The manners in which the rebellion
spread throughout Hindustan, and hurried from this place to
that and from that place to this is a clear proof that there
was no conspiracy in the tirst instance:.

To suppose that the rebellion in  Hindustan
originated from a conspiracy in which Russia and Persia
were implicated 1s a moslt unfounded idea. How could the
people of Hindustan conspire with those In Russia when the
views of the Russians are altogether unknown to them. The
Percians could never conspire with the Hindoos, tor the
‘Muhammadans of Hindustan and the Persians to agree, IS
as impossible as tor the Protestants and Roman Catholics. It
it be possible for the day and night 10 be united at one time
then truly it is possible for tis confederacy to take place.
The strange thing is that when war was being carried

,' between England and the Russians and Persians nothing
} took place in Hindustan, and when disaffection arose in
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Hindustan nothing took place in these countries, and yet
they should be thought to be confederates with India.

Not a word of the proclamation which, as is well
khown, was found in the tent of a Persian prince, alludes to
a conspiracy with Hindustan; its contents refer only to
encouragements of the people of his own country. The
mention of the evil state of affairs in Hindustan is only
introduced to show that the Persian ought to be more
prepared to fight and there is no hint at any contederacy
with India having been concluded.

There is nothing strange in the circumstances of the
deposed King of Delhi writing a Farman to Persia. The
condition of the deposed King of Delhi was such that it it
has been said to him that the King of the genie in fairy-land
is your Majesty’s servant, he would have believed it true; and
not to say one Farman, would have written ten. The deposed
King of Delhi was always fancying that he was being
transformed into a fly or mosquito and going and getting,
information about different. nations and countries and he
believed in his own mind that this thing was really the case,
and used to ask his courtiers to attest it and they all did
attest it. 1t is not to be wondered at then, if such a lunatic
wrote any Farman at anybody’s suggestion, but it is not be
supposed that any such Farman tormed the basis of a
conspiracy in any manner whatever. Does it not seem
surprising that there should be so great a conspiracy and
that it should have endured so long and our authorities have
been altogether unacquainted with it, and that after the
revolt no rebel either soldier or civilian should have made
mention of any kind of conspiracy although after the revolt
they would not have been withheld by tear trom mentioning
18

We are not to suppose that the annexation of Awadh
either was cause of this rebellion; there is indeed no doubt
that all people were displeased with the annexation of
Awadh and all were convinced that the Honorable East India
Company had acted in violation of treaties and promises. In
general the dissatisfaction of the people with the annexation
of Awadh was of the same description as it always was
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when the Company conquered any country, mention ot
which will be made hereafter. To the princes of Delhi and to
the Chiefs themselves who ruled in Hindustan the fear and
alarm and dissatisfaction were still greater; all were tully
persuaded that the dominions and powers and governments
of all would be similarly seized upon; nevertheless we see
that there was not a single rebel amongst the ruling chiefs,
those who joined in this rebellion were mostly people whose
countries had been taken from them; the cases of the
Nawab of Jhajhar and of the Rajah of Balabgarh and of
others are not to be cited against this opinion.

Nor is it to be imagined with reterence to this
rebellion that all people of Hindustan united in rebellion
through feeling of grief and regret that a foreign nation and
stranger tribe has got possession of the ancient empire ot
the Hindustani people. It is to be remembered that the rule
of our government did not shoot up suddenly in Hindustan
but was gradually developed. It’s beginning is reckoned from
the year 1757, from the time of the defeat of Sirajud-daulah
at Plassey. Shortly after that period the hearts of all the
people and subjects were attracted towards our government,
and bearing continually the good qualities and exceliencies,
the mercifulness and liberality and steadtfastness as regards
agreements and carefulness? Of the general wettare shown
by the government aificers and the peacefulness and repose
which prevailed under them. The otticers both Hindoo and
Muslaman who resided contiguously to our government
entertained the wish that they might dwell under the
shadow of the rule of our government. The kings of toreign
countries were reposing entire confidence in our government
and considered tl-e treaties and agreements which they hac
formed with our government to be sure to be maintaine
inviolate and as durable as though written on stone.
Although our Govt. has become vastly powertul as
compared with what it was at tirst and on the contrary not o
tenth of the power is lett to the native princes and governors
and rulers which they first had, and although in, those days

~our government waged many wars with every tribe ol
i  Hindustan, both Hindoos and Musalman and was invariably
v victorious so that all the natives of Hindustan we e
¥ persuaded that our government would one day overspread
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all India and that all the people of India whether Hindoos or
Moslem would one day be governed by it. Notwithstanding
all this there never was any rebellion or resistance to our
government and no mention of any such rebellion occurs in
any of the histories. If therefore the rebellion had proceeded
from the cause we have mentioned above then there must
needs have been some example in those times of similar
revolts and this the rather as in those times there was
greater opportunity for such a rebellion, for example-during
the war of 1839 when nevertheless there was no sort of
rebellion in Hindustan. Although for centuries India had
been under the sway of the kings of those very countries
with whom the government was then at war and although
the appearance of the Moslems in India and their rise to
power was owing to the kings of those very countries. it is
therefore not supposable that the Moslems would have

raised this rebellion through pain at seeing their sovereignty
taken from them.

Not a single person was desirous of seeing the
government of the deposed King of Delhi restored. The tolly
and profligacy of this family had subverted its character and
dignity in the eyes of all - it is true that the people of distant
districts who are unacquainted with the condition and il
conduct and estimation and authority of the king still
thought a great deal of him and regarded him as the King in
Hindustan and the Honorable East India Company as the
superintendent of Hindustan under him but the inhabitant of
Delhi itself and of the adjacent country had no respect
whatever for the King, and besides all this no sensation had
heen caused to any of the people of India by the Kings
deposition. It will be remembered that when in the year
1827, lord Amhurst publicly announced that his government
was entirely independent of the House of Timur and
moreover was itself the king of Hindustan, then the people
and the rulers of India gave no heed whatever lo the
circumstances it was only to the Royal family themselves
that this was a circumstance of pain.

It is very unfounded idea that the Moslems had tor a

long time conspired and confederated together for the
purpose of carrying on a Jihad or holy war agamst the
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people of other religions and of freeing themselves from
their rule. In as much as the Moslems were living securely
under our government it was quite impossible for them 10
-aise a Jihad within the territories of the government (35
years betore a very celebrated mauiavi Muhammad Ismail
had preached a Jihad in Hindustan and invited all men to
engage in that holy war, but he, at that time clearly
announced that the inhabitants oi Hindustan who were
remaining at peace under the English government ought no!
to engage In the Jihad in India wherefore thousands of
combatants in the holy war assembied in every province in
india and caused no disturbances whatever in the dominions
of the English Government, but went to the West of the
Punjab and there fough; and this which is called a Jihad the
leaders of which in each province are low and ignorant
people; even then the agreement and compact which lead to
it did not take place before the 10th of May 1857.

We must bear in mind that at this period the people
who set up the flag of the holy war were SO bad and
disrespectable and depraved that they had no other business
but were drinking and libertinism and the nach and
entertainment. Now how could such people be considered
the leaders and guides in a holy war. Moreover at this time
ihere was not a single thing done in accordance with
religious duties. All are aware that for the servants of
Covernment to dishonestly appropriate the treasure and
property of the government committed to their charge and
thus to break their faith was not right in a religious point of
view. It is also quite manifest that according to the rules ot
the religion it is prodigious crime to put innocent persons to
death, especially women and children and old people; then
how could these disturbances have the excuse of a holy war.
Without doubt indeed some villains pretended to call it a
holy war, in order that they might gratify their own avarices
and advantage themselves and obtain their own desires and
that they might deceive the ignorant and encourage their

own party. This is merely one of the rescalities of the wicked
rebels and does not make the war, in fact a holy one.

| The fatwa or declaration of a holy war which was
orinted at Delhi has been thought to be a strong proof ot
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their having been such a war, but | have heard one good
authority and many proofs may be adduced of it that it is
altogether a counterfeit. | have heard that when the
mutinous army marched trom Meerut to Delhi some person
asked for a decree for a holy war, but a unanimous decree
was given that no such war could take place. Although |
have seen a copy of this first decree yet as the ornginal
decree is lost | am unable to say how far the copy can be
depended upon; but when the Bareilly troops reached Delhi,
and a decree was given a second time the nature which is
well known and wherein it was written that it is lawful to
commence a holy war that was undoubtedly not a genuine
decree, the man who printed it was a rebel, and one long
known to be of bad character, and he attached 1o it the
names of people in order to deceive and mislead the
ignorant; and having printed these names he thus gave an
air of importance to it. Moreover he printed on it the halt-
seal of a person who had died betore the rebellion,
moreaver it is well known that many persons were
compelled forcibly and violently by the mutinous troops
from Bareilly and the traitomss along with them to affix their
seals.

There was a very large number of maulavis in Delhi
and of their followers who in religious point of view regarded
the deposed King of Delhi as a very wicked and heretical
person. Their belief was that prayers could not rightly be
offered in those mosques at Delhi where the king had
possession and the power of interference or management;
these persons accordingly would not pray in the Cathedral
mosques, and decrees on this subject printed long anterior
to the rebellion are in existence. Can any reasonable man
then assent to this that the very persons whose seals were
upon decrees of this nature wouid have decreed that a Jihad
could rightly have been commenced and that the King was
to have been made leader. Of those persons whose seals
are stamped upon the decree several protected Christians,
and defended their lives and honor, not one of them fought
against the English nor resisted them-how would they have
acted thus had the facts been as they are public supposed.
In short my opinion is that the Moslems never entertain the
idea of uniting to wage a holy war against rulers of a
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different religion, or of raising a tumult amongst the ignorant
and disaffected with the cry of a holy war! holy war and after
uttering this religious shout that they should draw back is
altogether unworthy of beliet. With regard indeed to the
extent to which the Moslems were discontented we shall
explain that clearly hereatter. Of this there is no doubt that
in comparison with the Hindoos the Moslems were more
discontented on this subject and every other; and this is the
reason that in several Provinces the Moslems have been
more rebellious than the Hindoos, though the Provinces in
which the Hindoos have rebelled, have not been tew.

It is by no means the case that there was any
antecedent conspiracy or plan in the army to rebel. It is quite
certain that after the army had broken out n revolt, they
never spoke of such a conspiracy amongst themselves; we
must grant however that after what took place at
Bararrackpore and especially at the time when men were
assembled from different regiments to learn the new drill in
the Panjab, they agreed among themselves never to use the
new cartridges, but even at that time there was no ulterior
purpose or design of any kind. Moreover they felt assured
that the government would put a stop to this matter,
although it was stopped nevertheless from stopping it after
the 10 of May 1857, no advantage resulted towards
suppressing the revolt and the conflagration was not of a
kind which could be extinguished by such counsels.
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PREFACE.

e——r—r——

The following pages though written in 1858 have not
vet been published. I publish them now as, although
many years have elapsed since they were indited, nothing
has occurred to cause me to change my opinions. An
honest exposition of Native ideas is all that our Gov-
ernment requires to enable it to hold the country with
the full concurrence of its inhabitants and not merely
by the sword.
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE MERCIFUL,
THE COMPASSIONATE.

« Obedience and submission become the servant ;
Porgiveness is the attribule of God :
If 1 should do umiss

Lewurd me as seemeth right in Thine eyes.”

Since I bagan this Essay on the causes of the Rebellion 1n
Hindustan I have been tempted to keep silence on the events of
the past, and even to wish, my remembrance of them should be
blotted out. The proclamation issued by Her Majesty containy
such ample redress for every grievauce which led up to that revolt,
that a man writing on the subject feels his pen fall from lis hands.
Why erter further into the matter when the cause of all the dis-
satisfaction Las been discovered and provided against ? Yet I think
that loyal men, and such as really wish well to-their Government,
should not content themselves with reflectiou: but explain with all
possible fidelity, their views on the origin of this rebellion. Although,
therefore, the causes of complaint have been meét, and the griev-
ances redressed, I think it my duty to record my opivion on the
subject. That many well-informed, able, and experienced men have
written on the causes of the disturbance, I know ; but I am not

aware that any native of the country has hitherto been among their
number. I venture therefore, publicly to express my opinion.

What were the causes of the Rebellion in Hindustan ?

Before answering this question, let us ask what is the meaning

Definition f “Re. of the word, Rebellion. To fight against the

| bellion” ‘exemplified . : *oh
with instaccen T Government, to aid and assist ‘those who are re-

sisting the authority of Government, to set at

T
y T S wlprw "'

] I.'H.f.'d
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nought, and disobey the orders of Government with a view to resist ;
its authornity, or with contempt, and disrespect to infringe the nights 5
of Govercrmeat, and disregard its prerogations in any, ordn all of !

these, 1 take it that Rebellion consists.

Let us clearly recapitulate the abave.

. To .bight with, -or -oppose, the servants, or subjects of Go-
ernment.

2. To neglect, and set at nought the Orders of Government,
with a view to resist iis authority.

3. To aid and assist or in any way take part with those who
sre 1o open opposition to Government,.

¥ To shew a turbulent disposition, and such as is ‘hkely to
lead to lawless riot, aud disregard of the Authority of Government.

5. To swerve at heart from respect and loyaliy to the Govern-
ment ; and 1n times of trouble, to withhold from it an active sup-
port.

- rm ——immr

In that sad year, 1857, there was not one of these forms of
rebellion which did not find a place. There are but few picn 1n
truth, even amongst the best of us, who may not be connected un-
der the latter nead; which, though in appearance of little impart, is

in reality of no small weight.

The primary causes of rebellion are, I fancy, everywhere the

same. It invariably results from the existence

Why 1t 15 resorted

o, of a policy obnoxious to the dispositions, aims,

halits, and views, of those by whom the relel-
lion 1s brought alout.

From thisit follows that widely-spread disaffection cannot
spring from any solitary, or local cause. Universal rebellion must

anse from umversal grouuds for disconient or frem slrcams, do-

Marfat.com
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riving from many different sources, but finally merging 1nto one

wde-spreading, turbulent water.

As regards the Rebellion of 1357, the fact is, that for a long

period, many grievances had been rankling 12

The Rebellion of .

1857 did not originate  the hearts of the people. la course of ume, a
' ok . .

ifiuféuf'iimc;fﬁi vast store of explosive material had been coliect-

ton ol causea. ed. It wanted but the application of a muatch.
to light it,.and that match was applied by the Mutinous Army.

In the course of the year 1836, and. almost simultaneously

with the outbreak, Chuppaties were passed from.
The distributiofrof

¢ Chuppaties,” had hand to hand in many districts. Cholera hap-

?::;_le“g““ forits b paned at that time to be raging in Hiodustan.

Some have imagined that these ch appaties were:
used as a kind of Talisman to keep off the Cholera, the superstit:-
ous Hindustanees being in the habit of using such talismans. The
fact is that even at the present day we do not know what- caused
the distnbution.of those chupgaties. We may be very sure, how-
ever, that they coulc. never have been used with the cbject of
spreading & COUSPITACY. We have, in Hindustan, I know, a custom
of passing-messages from tongue to tongue in this way : but with
these chuppaties there was no such message passed. Had there
been, it would have been sure to ha;ve leaked out ; known as 1t
would have become to every native, to all races and tiibes, and to
men holding every kind of opinien. The manner in which the re-
bellion spread, first hure, then there, now breaking out 1n this
place and now in that, 1s alone good proof that there existed no.

wide-spread conspiracy.

Nor is- thiere the siightest reason for thioking that the rebels

in Hindustan Teceived any aid frora Russia or

Russia and- Per:a . .
not ‘chargeable with from Persia. The Hindustanees have no cor-

;;e:fague iu this mat- ception of the views of Russia, and 1t 1s not

probable that they would lcague themselves
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with her.  Nor can I think that they would ever be likely to re-

ceive any-help from Persia. As between Roman Catholics and Pro-

testants, so between the Mussulman of Persia and of Hindustan,

cordial co-operation is inpossible. To me it seems just as eredible

that night and day should be’ merged in one, as that these men
should ever act in concert. Surely, if such were the case, it is very
strange that during the Russian and Persian wars, Hindustan
should bave remained completely tranquil. Nor on the other hand
1s 1t less strange that while Hindustan was in flames, there should
have been in those countries no visible stir whatever. The notion
uf an understanding existing between these countries must be set
aside as preposterous,

The proclamation found in the tent of = Persian Prince is no

| proof of a secret understanding with Hindus-
The subject of the

Proclamation which  {an, It was evidently written with the view of
was found in the tent ] . _ ) .
of a Persian Prince amimating and encouraging the Persians. The

li sed, . : -
e Mutinies are’spoken of in order to keep up the
spirit of the Persian Soldiers. There 1s nothing whatever to 1mply

the existence of an understanding with the Blutineers,

1 see nothing straoge in the fact, if fact it were, of the Ex-
The despatch of a 51M8 ©of Delhi having written a furmdn to the

Firman. by the Ex- Persians. Such an 1mbectle was the Ex-king
King of Delhi to the

kiog of Persianot im-  that had one assured him that the angels of
probable, but not the

origin of ths rebellion, Heaven_ were his slaves, he would have wel-
comed the assurance, and would Lave caused balf a dozen Jarmdns
to be prepared immediately. The Ex-king-had a fixed idea that
he could transform himself into a fly or gnat, and that he could in
this guise convey himself to otber countries, and learn what was
going on there. Seriously, he firmly believed that he possessed the
power of transformatio:. He was in-the habit of asking his cour-
tiers in Darbar if it v.ere not so, and his courtiers were not the

'.- -
men to undecetss him.  Is there anvthine wonderful in the fact,
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of such a dotard wriling a farmdn to agy person, or at any man's
instigation ? Surely not: But it is perfectly incredible that such
a furmdn should have formed the basis of auny league. Strange
that such wide conspiracies should have been for so long hatching,
and that none of our rulers should have been aware of them !
After the revolt had broken out, no volunteer, whether Soldier or
Civilian, ever alluded to such a thing;and yet had any league
existed, there could then have no longer been apy reason for

concealing 1t.

Nor do I believe that the annexation of Oudh was the cause
of this rebellion. No doubt, men of all classes

The annexation of L _ .- _ ]
Oudls not the cause were innitated at its annexation, all agreed 1n

of the geperal fise. thioking that the Honourable East India Com-
pany had acted in defiance of its treaties, and in contempt of the
word which it had pledged. The people of Oudh felt on this occa-
sion much as cther men have felt whose countries have been an-
nexed by the East India Company. Of this, however, more here-
after. But what 1 mean here is that the men who would be the
most irritated and dismayed at such a step, were the noblemen,
and independent princes of Hindustan. These all saw that sooner
or later such a policy must lead to the overthrow of their own 1n-
dependence and coufiscation of their own lands. N evertheless we
find that there was not one of the great landed princes who es-
poused the rebel cause. The mutineers were for the most part men
who had nothing to lose, the governéd not the governing class. To

cite in contradiction of what I say the cases of the Nawab of

Jhujjar, and the Rajah of Bulubgurb, and other such petty fenda-

tories would shew little else than ignorance of the staius of the
various Hindustanee chiefs.

So too we must reject the idea that the ratiges of this country

rose of one accord to throw off the yoke of fo-
The pational league .
a0t framed with tiie reigners, whom they hated and detested. The
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E’:f :‘0 f;ﬁ::fiﬁ English did not obtain the Government of Hin- ﬁ g
strangera. dustan in a day: By little and little they hLave o
spread their authority. They date its commencement from the year i
1757 : the year in which Suraj-ul-dowlak was overthrown on the |
plains of Plassy, from that day until a comparatively recent date,
all men, high or low, have remained well-affected to the English -
Government. They have long been accustomed to hear of the good ;
faith, the clemency, the consideration, and the leniency of the Go-
vernment, of the noble qualities and the high moral character of
those by whom it has been conducted. Hindu ard Mussulman, all
who have been under Euglish rule Liave been well content to sit
under its shadow. Foreign princes have relied implicitly upon the
English. A promise given, or an agreement made by them has
been looked upon as graven on stone. The Government is twice
as strong in these times as it was in the earlier years of the cen-
tury ; while the native priuces, the Subahdars and the nobles do
not retain one tenth of the power they then had. The Govern-

ment was continually engaged at that period in wars with every

race and religion in Xodia, with' Hindu and ‘sith Mussulman alike,
Its career was oue long victory. All natives of the courtry saw
that some day the English sway would extend itself over the
whole of Hindustan, and that all races and religions alike must sooner
or later be beld within the English ¢rasp.  And yet durirg those !
early years we hear of no attempt at revolt, no stniving against '
English authority. Find if you can any mention of such in the
History of India. Had a national hatred been the cause of this
rebellion, should we not have found it betraving itself in former
times; in times, as I have said, when the relative pewer of the
nations gave far greater facilities for such an outbreak ? During
the wars whicli comnmenced in 1839, there was not a single attempt
at a revolt in Hindustan, aud yet for a huadred years Hindustan
had been governed by the race from which sprang the Princes
against whom those wars were conducted, It was to thuse Princes

Marfat.com
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that the Mussulman owed their very preference and influence 1n
India. How then, can it be supposed that the present revolt ori-

ginated from hatred ou the part of the Mussulman against those
who had wrenched the kingdom from them?

No one ever had the slichtest hope that the King of Delht
- would revive the Empire. The excentricities
The position of the

Ex-king of Delbi well and follies of the King and of his bouse bhad
koown within the

town, and its envi- lost him all respect in the eyes of the world.
rons, but overrated

T e distuict Pro- It is mo doubt true that people outside the walls

vinees. of Delhi, who were less yell informed as to s

conditions, his mode of life, and his general incompetence, did look
on him as emperor. The Hon'ble East India Company, they be-
licved to be his Viceroy. But those who lived in and about
Delhi held bim in no esteem whatever. Hence it happened that

) irtie no
‘The declaration of when the King was wir “'1115’ deposed,

Lord Amherst, in the industanee felt the slichtest regret. It will
year 1827, to the ef-

fect'that the sove- Le remembered that in-the year 1827 Lord
reignty of India be- '

longs to the British Amherst openly declared that our Govern-
Governmeunt, and that

it no longer existea ment was Do longer in any way subservient
in the Timmour famil '
did not oé'éud EL; to the house of Timoul, and that the KEKast

one- India Company was defacto the sole Sovereign
power in Hindustan, and that when this declaration was niade,
the natives expressed mno dissatisfaction. 'The ouly men prooably

who felt any chagrin were the relutives and personal attendants of
the Ring.

There are again no grounds for supposing that the Muham-

adans-had for.along t ' irtne or
The Muhammadans T had for.a long time beén conspuring o

did not contemlate
Jehad against the

Chliuti:\;a_priur tothe 3ade against the professors of a aitierent. faith.
OutbreaX.

plottiny a simnltaneous rise, or a religious cru-

The English Government does not interfere
7 with the Mubammadans in the praétice of their religion. For

. this sole reason it.is impossible that the idea of rcligious crusade
]

i
!
ﬂ
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should have been cntertsined Thirty five years aco a celebrated é ..'_.:yr,-i
Moulvic Mubammad Ismae! by name preached = religious crusade 1
The preaching of 1n Hindusten and called upon all men to nid"l 1

Jelad in India, 35 him in earrvineg i - a
S elore s ] rying 1t out. But on that occasion .

rese:_rra.ﬁm:i,ita ;I}mcticha he distinctly stated that natives of Hindustan 5”,?
acatnst  the Dritis . .. g | R
Government was op- Subject to the British Governmeunt could not

posed to the doctrives . . : .
of the Mubammadaun Cﬁnsmentlnus]y take part 1n a rehgmus way !

relizion, and from the
same causeitspractics

on the other side of : . :
the Indus provinces wlhile thousands of Jehadees congregated in

1. e. azainst the Seiks 1641 : I lg __
Ay Iy every distrnct of Hindustan, there was o> sort | £

[ [p'l g

witinn the limits of Hindustan. Accordingly

of disturbance raised within British Territory. |
Going northwards, these men crossed the Panjab froutier. and 1.
waged wat 1n those parts of the country. And even u vee should [
imitate the know nothings 1n the various districts and call the
late disturbance a religious war, 1t 1s very certain that no prepara-

tions were made for it before the tenth of May, 1857,
3

It must be remembered that the men who 1n those times

None of the acts_ paised so loud the cry of “Jehad” were vava-
comamitted by the

Mubammedan re- bonds and ill-conditioned men. They were wine
bels dyring the dis- , _ . : )

turbances werein ac- drinkers and men who spept thenr time in de-
cordance with the
tepets of the Ma-

hammadan religion. floating without profession or occupaticn on the

bauchery and dissipation. They were men

surface of society. Can such fellows as these be called leaders of a
relicious war? It was very little that they thought about veligion.
Their only object was to plunder Governmont Treasuries and to
steal Government property. To Le faitlless to one’s salt 1s to dis-
reaard the ficst principles of our religion. To slaughter innocents,
especially women, children and old men would be accounted alo-
minable. Cau it possibly be iinagined then, that this outbreak was of
the uature of a religious war ? The fact scems to be that some scounu-
drels prompted by ereed and hoping to gain their end by decetv-
ing {ocls and increasing théir ewn numbers, save the disturbances
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the title of a religious war  The projeci was worthy of the men,
but there was no crusade.

I know that the Futwab which was printed at Dehli is looked

~ upon as a convincing proof that the rebellion
hgh;ri:;?:f{}jﬁ; was in fact a crusade. I have goue into the
vasa counterftibone.  oction, and I find very strong proof to the
effect that this Futwah was a forgery. I am told that when the
mutineers arrived at Dehli from dieerus, some persons expressed a
<ish for a Futwal as to the exvrediency of a religious war.  Every
opinion given was agninst such a step. I have oﬁly se¢n a copy
f the Futwah I allude to. The original has been lost and 1t s
impossible. to say how far the copy may be authenti¢. But I
may meuntion that on the arrival of the Bareilly muuneers at Delly,
1 secoud Futwah was published with the object of 1ustigating a
relicious war, and there 1s not the simallest doubt that this sccond
Futwah was a forrery. The man who had it printed, and who
cas o turbulent fellow, and a noted scoundrel, attachied certain
james to 1t 10 order to deceive the public, and gaiued for it thus
2 degree of credit. He stamped 1t, by the way, with the seal of
» man who bad died before the commencement of the mutinees,
It may be added that some of the Bareilly mutineers, and their

rebel brethern caused several seals to be forged. This
become a matter of nototrlety.

fact has

Many of the Delhi Moulvies and their followers considered

the King httle better than a heretic. They
A large  number of

the Moulvies who were of opinion that 1t was not right to pray
cobsidered the King . . _

o% Delki a violator of 10 the Mosques to which he was in the halit
;it:; 1?: le:ﬁe'ﬂff;:-ii of going and which were under his patronage,
- Mosque.

These men never read prayers in the Jumma
' ;;Musjid. Long before the mutiny broke out, they had published 4
3Futwah on the point. Can it be thought that men holding sycp,
:._ ??‘g-fiews ‘would give Futwah iu favoar of a religions war ang of
o B

'?
3
o

ﬁ
%
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placing the King at the head of it. Among the men whose sea.;‘

were affixed to the Futwah above alluded to, were many who bav | .
sheltered Christians, and guarded their houour and their live: if:
Of these men not one took an active part in the rebellion, ¢ *-*1'
shewed himself in the ranks of the rebel army, If they in realic #!‘

ri..

held the opinions which are usually ascribed ¢ ),
The sarce persons . o )
whose seals are said them, why did they act 1n this way? ivismij”

to be niix~d to the . ' .
Futwa at Delbi pro. frm belief that the Muharosmadans never dreamy

tected tha lives and

ive S C
honor of Christians, €4 Of forming a combination in order to carn. .

a religious war against the Chnstians. .
was ignorant and disaffected men who raised the cry of “Jehad§.:
and “Haidree.” DPresently 1 shall speak of the causes of disco
tent among the Muhammadans on the score of religion. I wi
then shew how far such discontent really did exist. That thy.
bluhammadans were, in every respect more dissatisfied than thj.
Hindus, there is little doubt. Heuce 1t was that, in many district ;
the greater proportion uf zebels were found in their ranks. Never}y
theless, in districts where the Hindus rebelled, matters were carries y

to as great extremes,

A conspiracy, or concerted league never exisied 1n  the arm;
The Bengal army Tt is well known that after the mutiny ba

was not previously in yp Lan gut, no Sepoy ever meéntioned such 8
league tor an out. .

break. thing. True that after the affair at Barrackq
pore, and especially in the Punjab, on the introduction of the ne
drill, men of ,several regiments used to medt together and decla
they would never ollow the use of the new cartridges. But the _" ,
formed mno plan whatever; on the contrary, they believ_ed the
Covernment would not insist on carrying out the otder, The ordey
was not carried out. But after the 2nd of May, when 4t had bee ’
withdruwn, the mutinies had broken out, and could no longer b
checked by such means, a flame bhad been lit, that was not to

thus quenched.
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So too there never existed a previous understanding between
the rebel army and the Ex-King. The idea
Nor was there any _ . _ :
"egue between k_thu is entirely without foundation. No one looked.
git .nd X- Iﬂg . .
1hu|.{gh itis mot im- upon the King as sovereign or as consecrate,

. ble that some - .
| ruPI;; S Non.Com. men used to flatter him to his face, and laugh

‘missioned Officer may

%o been Lis dis: At him behind his back. The people clung to

ciple. him from npo feeling of loyalty, but witha view

to their own advantage, Very likely privates, and Subahdars
in some of the regiments were In communication with him,
‘This bowever does not prove that there was any general
anderstanding between him #nd the mutineers. The rcbel army
~ollected at Dehli, 4t is true, but after it had thrown off its allegi-
ance to the Government, there was no one vut the Kiog of Delily
rcound whom it could rally. The fact of their gatheringat Dehl

i in itself no proof of a conspiracy. It was impolitic and unwise
of Government to keep up the semblance of a King at Delili.  Lord
Tllenborough’s views on this pomt were sound and 1t1s a pity

’hey were not put more thoroughly into practice. The King of
Delhi was a spark from a furnace which, wafted by the wind,
sventually set all Hindustan in a blaze.

I belicve that this Rebellion owes its origin to one great cause

The poladmission t0 Which all others are but secondary Branches
ti .
of o native a3 Legisla. SO to speak of the parent stem. I do not found

tive Council was the : : o :
original cause of the 2T belief on auny speculative grounds or any

out-break. favourite theorv of my own. For centuries,
‘many able and thoughtful men have concurred in the views I am
about to express. All treatises: and works on the priuciples of
iGovernment bear me out. All Histories cither of the one or

- the other hemisphere are witnesses to the soundness of my opini-
- 3ons,

Most men, I believe, agree in thinking that 1t s highly con-
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| . ducive to the welfare and prosperity of Governl{ +*

The importance of s

such on admission ment: indeed is essential to its stability that th. § »
discussed. \
people should have a voice 1n its Councils. T

1s froms the voice of the people only that Government can leary. . |

whether its projects are likely to be well received. The voice nr%

the people can-alone check errors in the bud, and warn us of dagn. | .

gers before they burst upon, and destroy us. |

A uveedle may dam the gushing rivulet. Au elephant must tur
aside from the swollen torvent. This voice however can never be
heard »nd this security never acquired, unless the people are allowed;
a share in the consultations of Government. The men who have
ruled India should never have forgotten that they were here in the
position of foreigners, that they differed from its natives in religion,
1o customs, in habits of life and of thought, The security of a Go-
vernment, it will be remembered, is founded on its knowledge of the
character of the governed as well on its careful observance of
their nghts and privileges. Look back at the pages of Huistory,
the record of the ‘experience of the past, and you will not fail to
be struck with the differences and distincuons that have existed -
between the manners, the opinions, and the customs of the various
races of men: differences which have heen acquired by no written
rule, or prescribed by any printed form. They are in every !
1nstance the inheritance of the peculiar yace. It is to these differ- !
ences of thought and of custom that the laws must be adapted,
for they cahnot be adapted to the laws. In their due observance |
lies the welfare and security of Government From the be:rmmng
of things, to disregard these has been to disregard the nature of ¢
man, and the neglect of them has ever been the cause of universal
discontent. Can we for get the confustion that ensued on the accep- |
tance of the Dewannce by the British Government in the year,
1760, a confusion brought about by the ignorance then prevailing 1
If one wishes to recal! those times, he can read of them in Marsh- "

man s History. Wlho, on the contrary, does not remember the pro. __
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perity of Bengal when under the rule of Lord Hasting 7 I attu-
bute it to the koowledge of its peculiarities and the acqualntance
with tbe Vernacular which obtained in those days.

To form a Parliament from the natives of Iudia 1s of course
out of the question. It is not only impossible, but useless. There 15
noreason dowever why.the natives  ¢his country should be excluded
from the Legislative Council, and = (it 1s that you come upon the
one great root of all this evil.  Here m the onigi of all the trou-
bles that have befallen Hindustan. Frem causes connected with

this matter sprang all the evil that has .acely happeued.

I do not say that Governinent has made no attempt to ac-
quaint itself with the characteristics, and economy of tue country.
I am well aware that serious efforts have been made. The Regu-
lations of Governmcut, the Circulars of the Board of Revenue, and
Mr. Thomason’s Directions to Reveaue Officers are sutiicient prout
of this. But I do say that Government bas not succeeded in ac-
quainting itself with the daily halits, the.modes of thonzht and of
life, the likes, and dislikes, and the prejudices of tue people. Our
Government never knew what troubles each succeedivy cun mnght
bring with 1t to its subjects, or what sorrow mioht fall upon them
with the night. Yet day by day troubles and anxieties were in-
creasing upou them. Secret causes of complaiut were rankling 1o

their breasts. Iattle by little a cloud was gathering strength,
which finally burst over us in all its violence.

The evils, which r<sulted to India from the nom-admission of

The nom.admission 12t1ves into the Legislative Council of Tudia were
of -such a member 45545  Government could never know the
proved a binderance

- to the decelopment ipngdvisability of the laws and regulations which
-+ of the good feeling of ' o
-~ the Indian subject i passed.
-y towards the Govern-
-2 ment and of their
i good intentious to-

ui wards; on thecontra- Subject. The people had nc means of protest-
% ry, contrary effects

R

'I." ..:

It could never hear as it ought to
have heard the voice of the people on such 2

vere produced, Ing .ﬂguinst what they might feel to be w foolisl
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measure, or of giving public expression to their own wishes.
But the greatest mischief lay in this that the people misunder- |
stood the views and the intentions of Government. They
misapprehended every act, and whatever law was passed was miscon-
strued by men who had no shuare 1o the framing of it, and hence
no means of judging of its spirit. At length the Hindustanees
fell into the habit of thiolking that all the laws w;are passed
with a2 view to degrade and ruin them, and to deprive them and -
their fellows of their relizion. Such acts as were repugnant to
pative customs and character, whether in themselves good or bad,
increascd this suspicion. At last camme the time when all men
looked upon the Eanglish Governmecnt as slow poison, a mpe: of
sand, a treacherous flame of fire. They learned to think that if
to-day they escaped from the bands of Government, to-morrow
they wonld fall inte them ; or that even if they escaped ou the
morrow, the third day would see their ruin. There was no man

to reason with them, no ong to point out to them the absurdity

of such ideas. When the Governors and the governed occupy re-
latively such a position as this, what hoppis there of loyalty or
of good-will? Granted that the intentions of Government were
excellent, there was no mau who could convince the people of 1t ;
no oue was at hand to correct the errors which they had adopted.
And why ? Because there was not one of their own member among
the members of the Legislative Council. Had there been, these
evils that have happened to us, would have been averted. The
more one thinks the matter over, the more oneis convinced that
here we have the one great cause ywhich was the orgin of all

smaller causes of dissatisfaction.

I see no force in the argument that the Govcronmeat has al-
lowed a perfectly free Press, forbidding it merely to .print abusive
or scditious language or language of an inflammatory nature. Nor
was it of any use to circulate laws before they were finally passed
0 that every man should have an opportunity ‘of speaking his
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mind out about them It was not by such measures as these that

evils such as I am writing about could be remedied. Far from 1,

these half measures were useless.

I do not wish to enter herc 1uto the question as to how the
ignorant and upeducated natives of Hindustan could be allowed
a share in the deliberations of the Legislative Council : or v to how
they should be setectea fo iorm an assembly like the Enghsh Parlia-
ment. These are kuotty points. All I wish to prove here 1s
that such a step 1s not only advisable, but absolutely neccessary,
and that the disturbances are due tothe neglect of such a measure.
As regards the details of the question, 1 have elsewhere discussed
them, and those who wish to _enter into it can read what I

have said.

This mistake of the Government then made 1itse!f felt in every

matter coun2¢led with Bindustan All causes of
The . cutbreak of
rebellion proceeded

from th: following 4pne  Apd if vwe look at these viiilous causes
five causes. |

rebellion, however various, can be traced to this

separately and distinctly we shall I think, find

that they may be classed under five heads.

1. Iguorance on’the part of tie yeople: by which 1 mean

misapprebension of the intentions of (rovernment.

2. The passing ot such Jaws and regulations and forms of
procedure as jarred with the established customs and practice of

Hindustan, and the int.o luction of s:ch as were in themselves
objectionable,

3. Iguvorance on the part of the Government of the condi-
<1on of the people; of their modes of thought and of life; and of

the grievances through which their hearts were becoming estranced.

4. The neglect on the part of o rulers of such points as
., ’7ere essential to the good Government of Hindustau




ot 7

[

5. The bad manazzment, ‘and disaffeciion of the army. Ry

[ shall now proceed to cousider these five heads, and all that
may be classed under them, distiactly, and 1o detail. A

CAUSE. L t
Ignorance on the part of the people, that is, misapprehen- -

sion of the intentions Governmient.

I would here say that T do pot wish it to be understood that

, . the views of Government were in reality such
Misunderstanding

an the part ~f the

| as have been impuied ro them. T only wish to
Indiaos. ]

e E T ——

say that they were misconstrued by the people,
aud that this misconstruetion hirried on the rebellion. Had there

been a native of Hindustan iu the Legislative Council, the people
would never have fallen into such crrors.

Interierence im maiters of weligion. There is ot the

| | stnallest douht that all men. whetber ignovant,
Apprelicnsion of 4an. . T2

terference of fiovern- oy well-infdrmed, whether high or lows 1elt a
ment with the reliz-

ous ecustoms of the firmn conviction that the English Government
Indians,

was bent on interfering with their-religion, and
with their old establishtd customs.  They believed that Government
intended to force the Christian Religion and-foreign customs upon
Hindu and Mussulman alike. This was the chief amons the
secondiry cavses of the rebellion. It was believ2d by every oue
that Governnment was slowly but surely developing its plans. Every
step 1t was thought was being taken with the most extreme cau-
tion. Hence it isthat men said that Govefnment does not speak of
proselytising Muhammadans summarily, and by force; but it will
throw off the veil as it fecls itself stronger, and will dct with
greater decision.  Events, as 1 shall presently shew, jncreased and
strengthened this conviction. Men mnever thought that ow
Government would openly compel’ them to change their religion.
The 1dea was that indirect steps would be taken, such as doing
away with the study of Arabic and Sanscrit, atd reducing thc
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people to ignorauce and poverty. In this way, it was supposed,
the people would be deprived of a knowledge of the principles of
their own faith, and their attention turned to bonks c(}ntuining the
principles of the Chustian Creed. It was supposed that Govern-
ment would then work on the cupidity, and poverty of its subjects

and on condition of their abjuring thetr faith, offer them cmplov-
ment in 1its own service.

In thie year 1337, the year of the areat drought, the step which

was takeu of rearing orpkans in the priuciples
Mention of the S

cundra Orphau Asy-  Of the Chnstian faith, was looked upon throucrh-
luno. ,
o out the N. W. P as an example of the schemes

of Goverument. It was supposed that when Government lad

*

similarly brought all Hindustanees to a pitch of igncrance and
povet:,y,'it would convert them tottsown creed. The Hindustances
used, as I have said, to feel an mcreasing dismay at the anuexation
of each successive country by the Hon'ble East Iudia Compauy,

But I a-sert without fear of contradiction that this feeling urose

solely from the belief 1o their minds, that as the power of Govern-
ment increased, and there no longer remained foreign enemies to
hght agalust, or internal troubles to quell, it would turn its

atter -

tion inwatds, and curry out a more systematic interference witl)

their creed” and 1'eligious observances,

In tne first days of Biitish rule in Hindustan, there nsed to be

less talk than at present on the subject” of re-
Rehgious  discus. ‘

sion Leing carried to ligion.  Discussion on this poitit has been in-
a great height during - : ,
tle preseut time. creasing day by day and has now reached 1ts

climax. I do not say that Government has ne
terfered in these matters ; but it has been the ceneral

opinion that
all that was done was according to the

instructions and hinte ot
Goverument, and wus by no means displeasing to it. Tt

Lias beel
commonly believed that Govern

meut appointed Missionaries aud

huuptained them at its own cost, It has Lecn snpposed thut (o

stnment, and the officers of Gevernment throughout the country




ole n

were in the habit of giying large sums of money to these Mission- k-
uries with the intention of covering their expenses, enabling them to ! _
distribute bookg, and in every way aiding them. Many covenanted P

The covenanted of- officers, and many Military men have been in | | -
;ﬁiﬂuniﬂ:;ﬁfﬁi::: the babit of talking to their subordinates abcut - :
religion ; sone of them would bid their servants

come to their houses, and listea to the preaching of Missionaries
and thus it happenel that 10 the course of time vo man felt sure

that his creed would last even bis own life time.

|
t
|
:
[
|

The Missionaries morveover introduced a new system of

Preaching of the preachiug.  They took to printing and circulat- |

Gospel by the Mis-  jpo controvers:al tracts, in the shape of questions
BIOLAT]EE, o

and (uswers.  alen or & different faith were spo-

kep of 1n-thosetracts in a most offensive and irritating way. In
Hindustan these things have alwsys been managed very differently
£very man in this conotry, preaches and explains his views m his
own Mosque, or bis own house, If any one wishes to listen to him,
he can o to the Mosque, ot house, and hear what he has to say.
But the Missiouaries’ plau was exactly the opposite. They used to ?E:
~ttend places of public resort, markets for 1nstance, and fairs where
men of differcnt ereeds were collected together, and nsed to begin
preaching there. It was only from fear of the authoritirs that no
cue Lid them be off about their business. In scme districts the
Missionaries were actually attended by Policemen from the station.
And theu the Missionariss did not confine shemselves to explaing
the doctrines of their.own books In violentand unmeasured lang-
uage they attacled the followers and the holy places of other creeds :
annoving, and insulting beyond expression the feelings of those
who listened to them. Ia this way, too, the seeds of discontent
were sowu deep in the hearts of the people

Ten Missionary schools were started 1tn which the pnnulpl*}s
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of the Christian foith were taught. Men said

The establivhment .
of m‘:,i;m.,‘;,cmh it was by the order of Governmnent. In some
and the .covenaunted
officers atteoding ex
aminations at them.

districts covenanted officers of high position and
of great influence used to visit the schools and
encourage the people to attend them ; Examinations were held 1n
books which taught the tenets of the Cbristian religion. Lads who
attended the schools used to be asked such questions as the follow

iwg “who-1s your God ?” “Who is your Redeemer,” and these
questions they were otliged to answer agreeably to the Christian
belief ; prizes being given accordingly. This again added to the
prevailing ill-will But it may be said with some justice, “If the
people were not satisfied with this course of education, why did
they let their children go to the schools ¥*"  Tlie factis that we have
here no question of like or dislike. On the contrary we must ac-
count for this by the painfully degraded and ignorant state of the
people. They believed that if their children were entered at the
schools, they might bave employment given them by Government,
and be enahled to find some means of subsistence. Hence they
put up with a state of affairs in realilty disagreeable enough to
them. Butit must not be thought that they ever liked those

schools.

When the village Schoots were established, the general belief

was that they were instituted solely with the
view. of teaching the deoctrines of Jesus. The

pergunnah wsitors, and deputy inspectors, who used to go from vil-

Village Schools.

lage to village, and town.to town.advising the people to enter théir
children at these Schools, got the nickname of Native Clergyman.
When the Pergunnah. visitor, or Deputy lospector entered any vil-
lage the people used to say that the Native Clérgyman bad come.
Their sole'idea was that these were Chnistian Schools, established
with the view of converting them. Well-informed men, although
H}ey did not credit this, saw nevertheless that in these Schools no-
thing but Urdu was taught. They were afraid that boys while-
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rending only Unlu would forget the tenets of their own faith, and ;
that they would thus drift jnte Christianity. They believed also,
that Government wished such books as bore upon the doctrines of
tbe former religions of Hindustan. to fall Into entire disuse. This
was to be done with the view of ensuring the spread of Christia-
nity.  In many of the Eastern districts of Hindustan where these
Schools were established, boys were entered at them by compulsion,

aud by compulsion ooly. It was currently reported chat all this
was 1o pursuance of the orders of Goverument.

There was at the same time a great deal of talk in Hindustan
about female education. Men believed it to be
nf'];:;1;";{f;:;;ﬁ the wish of Government, that gitls should at-
tend, and be taught at these Schools, and
leave off the habit of sitting veiled. Anything more obnosious
than tliis to the feelings of the Hindustanees canuot be conceived,
I'n some districts the practice,was actually introduced. The per-
gunnah visttors and Deputy Inspectors hoped by enforcing the at-
tendance of girls, to gain credit witl) theiy Superior In every
way, therefore, right, ox wrong, they tried to carry out their object.
Here then was anothdér cause of discontent among the people,
through which they became confirmed in error,

The large Colleges, established in the towns, were trom the
first. & source of suspicion At the time of their

uailit?:;;f ﬂ}nea?f establishment Shah .Abdulazeez, a celebrated

f:gti‘f;_“ " lorge Col- - Moulvie of Hindustan was alive, The Mubham-

madans asked him for a Futwah on the subject.
His answer was distinet, Go,” bhe said, “ Read in the English
Colleges, and learn the English Tongue. The laws of Islam admit
it.”  Acting on this opinion the Muhammadans did not hesitate to
euter these Colleges. At that time, however, the Colleges were
conducted ou a principle widely different from that which is at
present adopted,  Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit. and Enclish, were
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equally taught.  The ¢« TFiekal” “ Hadees™ and other such books
were read. Bxaminations were held in the Fickah™ for which
certificate #f ‘proficic. cy were civen.  Relimion was not 1y any way
thrust forward. Tae professors were wgen of wortti and weight
all Scholars of great repatation, wids boyeledge and sound moril
character. But all this has been chwuged, The studv of Avabio
1s little thought of. The © Fikah” and  Hade s” wers swidi i
dropped. FPerhan 13 alinost, entiml}: neglected.  Dlooks and me-

thods of teaching have hen changed. Bat the stady of Urls

and of Euglish bas greouly wereased. Al thhs has tenved o
strengthen the idea that Gevernmont wished to wipe out the veliod
ons which it found in Hindustan, The professors ave v loneng
men of weight or acquiivonenis, Duiornts av tie Codicgey m whom
pcople have not gained ~outiacuce, nove or some time past been
appointed professors. Aand hence it s that throughout the conntry

thesa Colleges have fallen into disrepiite.

Such was the state of the willage Schools and the Colleces,

Such the general feeling of distrust throughout
Tue ssue of BGo- |
vermnent  proclama- the country as to the views of Government
tion on the subiject of - : .
2dmitting waem_ about conversion. when a proclamation was is-

ment College Englial _ o : :
students to appoint. sued by Government to the following effect.

mEllts i.ﬁ i PTEfEI‘EﬂEE Whopv ~ { ! - *
to other candidates. ever had studied and _pﬂ'qSEd an exXamina-

tion 1o certain Sciences, and in the Englist lan-
guage, and had received a Ceriificate to that effect, was to be con-

sidered as” having prioi claims for employment in the Public Ser-
vice. Petty appointments were granted on the production of
certificates from the Deputy Inspectors: the very men who had
hitherto been nicknamed Native Clergymen. This came as a blow
to every one. Suspicion lacreased tenfold. The rumour again arose
that Government wished to deprive the Hindustanees of all meaps

of subsistence and by impoverishing thiem gradually, to substitute

- .

)
i
!

its owwn religion 1n the place of theirs,
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It was at this time, that the practice was introduced in some i @

) district jails, of making prisoners eat food which !
m:;if:;:::;:: :1;:: had been cooked by a single man’; such & mea-
Juils. sure as this was fatal to the caste of Hindus:
To the Muhammadan creed it was not actually obnoxious, never-

i
theless Mubammadans were aonoyed at 1its introduction. They g

Jooked upon it as another proof that Government wished to meddle

with all creeds alike. They saw. in 1t but another pert of ove huge
plan.

Whtlst all these discontents were at their height, there sudderp-

ly appeared, in 1855, a letter by Mr. Edmond,*
Hfh ]; Eﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁf which was circulated publicly from Calcutta,
ters from Caleutta. 4 ¢ copy of which was sent to all the princi-
pal officials of Government. It was to the effect that all Hindustan
was now under one rule, that the telegraph bad so connect
ed all parts of the country that they were as ope, that the tail
road had brought them so ndar that all towns were as one, the.
time had clearly come when there should be, but one faith; it was
right therefore, that we should all become Christians, Tt is no me-
taphor to say that mer were blinded with fear at the receipt of
this Circular. The ground seemed at last to have given way be-.
neath their feet. They cried out that the long-expected hour had
indeed arrived. The servants of Government were first to be made
Christiuns, then the mass of the people. This circular it was said
was written by order of Governwment. Natives in Government
employ were asked whether they had recefved the civeular and
this was 1n fact to taunt them with havine turned Christians, on
the condition of getting Government employ. The native officials
were 50 ashamed of the circular that those to whom i1t had been
sent, used to hide the fact from fear of being ridiculed and abused,
and would deny having ever received it. They used to say “It
has not been sent to us”’: and the answer used to he “well, well;

L, e — -
.

* See Appeodir No L
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Be surethat it will come. Are you not in Government employ (i
Looking into the subject, one feels that this unhappy circular set
the fivishing stroke to the public suspicion and ill-will.  And yet
again at this crisis there was no one at hand to set men's minds at
rest. It will surprise no one to find that there should bave been
somethiog very like conspiracy aud more or less disturbance about
this time. This was in fact the case. But the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Bengal Soou heard of it, and issued a Proclamution® which
soothed men's roinds and put suspicion to sieep for a time. It was
bowever buta temporary relief; men still thought that Government
had given up its projects only for a while, but that when it found

itself a little stronger, 1t would resume them.

All these causes rendered the Muhammadins nmm uneasy
‘than the Hindus. The reason of this, 1 take

The interference in . . : .
religinusmattersmore  t0 be that the Hindu faith consists rather in

nant to the feel- . : :
orscftl e Mubamma. the practice of long established rites and forms,

daps,-and ite causes. 4} .0 in the study of doctrine. The Hindus re-
cognize no canous and laws, or appeals to the heart and conscience,
Their creed does not admit of such things. Hence 1t 1s that tbey are
exceedingly indifferent about specuniative doctrine. They insist up-
on unotbing, excepting the strict observance of their old rites, and
of their modes of eating and drinking. It does not annoy or grieve
them, to seé such rites and observances, as they consider necessary,
disregarded by other men. Mubaminadans, on the contrary, looking
upon the tenets of their creed as necessary to Salvation and upon
the neglect of themn as damnation, are thoroughly well-grounded in
them. They regard their religious precepts as the ordinances of God.
Hence it was that the Mulmunmadans weré more uuneasy than the
Hindus, and that, as might have been expected, they formed the
majority of the rebels. 1t is wrong and impolitic on the part of a

Government to interfere in any way with the faith of its subjects.

" See Appeadii No. IL.-
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But of all courses, the most unjust is to hinder the study of the
tenets of their religion : and especially of such an one as is heartily
believed by its votaries to be true. But be this as it may, all I
wish here to prove is that whatever the inten‘ions of Government

anght be, watters were so managed thai the people were left to
stumble on, in error, suspicion, and ill-will

Cause I

“ The passing of such fuws, reguluitons and jforms of wroce-
dure, a8 were inconsistent wwith the cstablisied cus-
foms und practice of Hindustai: and tie intro.
duclion of suck as were in i{hemscives

objectioniable

The Legislative Counecil is pot free {rom the charge of

baving meddled with relisious matters. Act

Ti \gati
of utlfﬁﬂfiﬂﬂ;i XXT of ]8ab, was without doubt prerudicial to

'“ié’:ff‘i;”f;sﬁ_ tbe professors of other erecds. "'his act was

thought to bave been passed -with the view of
cozening men into Christianity. The Hindu faith, as is known,
allows of no couverts. To the Hindus, therefore this act brought
o benefit. Ifa man again become a convert to Islam, he is for-
bidden Ly the laws of Lis pew religion, from inheriting property
left to bim by men of another creed. No Mubammadan convert,
therefore, could profit by this act. To such men, however, as be-
came Clnstiaps it offered great advantages. Hence this act was
said not only to iuterfere with people’s religion, but to hold out
strong inducements to conversion.

Act 15 of 1856 again, celating to Hindu widows was opposed
Act 15of 1856, {4 the practice of the Hindu religion. There ; 1S,

I arunt, much controversy on this pomnt, and there always has been -
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but it'is none the less a fact that the Hindus, who cling particularly to

the forms, and custoths of their faith, were greatly annoyed at this
Act. They thought that its provisions were little less than an
insult to them, The suspicion arose that this act was iutended to
free widows from all restraint, and to give them the power of
doing whatever they might. thiuk proper. So too 1t wenld be
impossible to overstate the disgust which was felt by all Hindus-
tanees at the Ience given to women in criminal actions, even
married women were recognized {0 the Criminal Courts as com-
petent. To give a married woman such liberty, was sunply to
deprive her guardian of all power over her: aud

Giring hberty to
females. not only this but the measure was altogether op-

posed to the spirit of the existing religions.  The remedy provided for
such cases by a suit in the Civil Cowrts was httle ‘better than use-

less. Cases of this kind which according to our belief and practice
should have met with prompt attention, were so delayed and de-
ferreh, that the remedy was nearly as bad as the grievance. The
decrees of the Civil Court for the restoration of married women are
very often waste paper. It often happens that a woman has borne
two or three children to the man who abducted ber, befor- her hus-

band can find a trace of her whereahouts.

Moleover, certain acts and laws were passed which led to de-
cisions 1n the Civil Courts opposed to the religious practice of liti-

The promulgation gants, even where they happened to be of the
‘::;:::f;“_fh“f‘gmm same taith. I would not have the Government
are of one religion. shew a partiality for any creed whatever. When
parties to a suit are of different creeds, Goverument should lLe
careful, provided that due respect is paid to the religions practice
of the litigants, t¢ ensure equal justice. YWhen bowever the
litigants are of the same creed, it is but right, that decrees, affect-
ing 1ights, issued by the Courts should be in accordance with the
religious practice of the parties.

D
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The laws, providing for the resumption of Revenue free lands,

The resumption of th¢. last of which was regulation 6 of 1819,
M afis. were most obnoxious., Nothing disgusted the.
natives of this country more with the English Government than
this resumption of Revenue free lands. Sir T. Munro and the

Duke of Wellington said truly enough that to resume lands grant.
ed revenue free, was to let the whole people  against us, and to
make beggars of the masses. 1 cannotdescribe thmgbdium, and the
hatred which this act brought on Goveroment, or the extent to

_'_I‘i;?m-.:‘lt of {.Itgn- which it becgared the people. Many lands which-
guishing the XNatve
Slates, according to had been held revenue free for centures, were

Sir Thowmas Munro, ..
in place of raising t suddenly resumed on the flimsiest pretexts. The

base the whol - - ]
f:re. 111; “a.r:{;:rdpi:]og peaple said that Goverument not only did no-

to tbe Duke of Well- . : : ‘ _
ogton To degrade thing for them itself, but undid what forme:

and Dbeggar the va- vernments had do 'hi
s ik them Al Governm pe. This measure, alto-

eucmies,.” gether lost for the Goveroment, the confidence
of its subjects. It may be shid that if revenue free lands were

uot resumed, some other source of income would have to be sought,
or some new ‘Tax imposed to meet the charges of Government™: so
that the people would havesi - bear the burthen. This may be
so; but the people do mnot see it. It is a remarkable fact that
wherever the rebels bave issued proclamations to deceive and
reduce the people, they bave only mentioned two things: the oue,
‘nterference in matters of religion, the other, the resumption of
revenue free lands. [t seems fair to infer that these were the two
<hief causes of the public discontent. More especially was it the
case with the Muhammadans, on whom this grievance fell far more

heavily than on the Hindus.

Under former rules, and in old times, the system of buying
Public sales of Ze- and selling rights in landed property, of mort
mindari 1ights. gage, and of transfer by gift, undoubtedly pre
vailel. But therewas little of it, and what little there was, Was due

to the consent and wishes of the parties concerned. To arbitranly
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compel the sale of these rights in satisfaction of arrearsof revenue,
or of debt, was a practice in those days uvnknown. Hindustanee
landlords are particularly attached to this kind of property.
Ths loss of their estates has Leen to them a source of the
deepest annnoyance. A landed estate in IHindustan is very like
3 little kingdom. It has always been the practice to elect one
man as the head over all. By him, matters requiring discus-
sion are brought forward, and every shareholder in proportion
to his holding, has the power of speaking out his mind on the
point. The cultivators, and the Chowdiies of the willages
attend on such an occasion, aod say whatever they bave to

say. Any matter of unusual importance 1s settled by the head-
men of some of the larger villages. You have hae in fact in
creat perfection a miniature Kingdom, and Parliament, These

landlords were indignant at the loss of their estate, o

A5 O Vi

at the loss of his empire. But the Goverament act-:! in uttes

disrega~d of the state of thinzs formerly existing. Dating from
the commencement of Eoglish rule to the present time, there is
probably not a single willage, in which there bave not Leen moic
or less transfers. In the first days of British rule, sales of landed
property were 80 nuUmMeErous, that the whole country was turned
upside down. To remedy this, Government passed the law
which is ealled Regulation 1 of 182!, and appointed a Clommi cion
of Enquiry. This Commission, however, gave vise to a thousand other
evils. After all, the affuir was not brought to a satisfactory eon-
clusion, and, at last, the Commission was abolished. T shiall not
here enter into the question as to how Goverament could ensure
the payment of the land revenue, if it gave up the practice of
sales or its right to enforce sales as ansing from the fuct of the
land being pledged for the payment of revenue.  All that
I now say is, that whether this svstem of sales was the result of
necessity, or of Ignorance, it has at all events had a hand 1.

bringing on the rebellion.  1f any wish to see what mv view e oe
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on this question, he will find them in my work on the Govern
ment of Hindustan®* T will only tnention here that it is open to

grave doubt, whether the land is pledged for the payment of
revenue. The claim of the Government lies, I take it, upon the
produce of tbe land, not upon the land itself.

So too the practice of sale in satisfaction of deb{ has been
Liost objectionable. Bunkers, and mouey lenders have availed them
selves of it to advance money to landlords, resorting to every kind
of trickery and roguery, to rob them of their property. They have
tostituted suits without end in the Civil Courts, some fraudulent,
some correct enough. The consequence has been that they have
very generally ousted the old landlords, and insinuated themselves

Into their properties.+  Troubles of this kind have ruined landlords
throughout the length and Lreadth of the land.

The system of Revenue Settlements, introduced by the English
Governmeut,does it the greatest credit. . But it
of poary assessments o heavy compared with former Settlements.
Formerly the revenue was realized by shariug
the actual crop with the cultivator. Sher Shab claimed for
Government one third of the produce of the Jand and though
this plan hud its difficulties, and exposed the Governmeant to som
Little risk yet the caltivators felt secure, and were little liable to
loss. Akbar was the first regulasly to adopt this plan of taking
one third of the produce. It was by him that the system was
mmatured as may be seen in Mr. Elphinstone s excellent work upon
Indiy, andin the Aind-akbari., Akbar divided the land into
classes, and changed the payments in kind into money payments.
The first class which goes by the name of “Pulich” was cultiva
ted yearly, and the produce of this hie divided with the cultivators

Before this book was put into press, the Government of India was taken by Her
Majesty the Queen in her own bands from the East India company : and as the book
chiefly related to the rule of the E. L Company in Hindustan, it was not published.

+ Vide “the Old Pindan” (in Appendiz IT]) a poem published some years agn.
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according to their. respective shares. The second class was callcd
“ Paroti,” and was pot kept in constant cultivation, being occa-
sionally allowed to lie fallow 10 ovder to strengthen it. The produce
of this class of land he shared with the cultivators i such vears
as it was cultivated. The third cliss which was ~ulled “CV bar™
remained wucultivated for 3 o1 + years, anld req  ed the evpendi-
ture of money in order to muke it terule” Ia tiie first year of
cultivation, Akbar took two fiiths of the prodice from this daud,
increasing his demand yearly, tili in the fifth year, ue received hiis
full share. The fourth class which was called “Buujar,” and re-
quired to lie fallow for more than tive years, was treated on still
more lenient terms. The way .n wiich the money value of the

crops was calculated was as fuo''sws. The crop of everv beeaab,

and of every different kind of . .nd was reckoned according to the
weight of an average 2oy &+ of grain produced by such land.

For ~xample the average crp ot a beegal would be reckoned at 9

maunde of grairn, 2 third of which, namely, 3 maunds would re-

present ‘he demand of Government on the Cultivator.  The oraln

wou.. then be valued ati the average of the price current: and a

soney rate fixed on the beerah accordingly.  The creat advantage
of this system was, that if toe cultivators cynsidered the price
fixed by the price tables more thian the value of the corn, they
bad the option of paying in kind, The assessments imposed by
the English Government have been fixed withoui any regard to

their various contingencies. Land lying fallow pays in the same

proportion as other land. Such lands as are for a time left uncul-
tivated in order that they may acquire strength, are not considered
free from assessment. From being cultivated to the same extent
year after year land becomes wesk and unfruitful, and does not
yield an equal amount. It ceases to have the same value as was
. put upon it at the time of the Settlemment. In many districts,
1 every Settlement that was made pressed heavily, aud landlords and

cultivators were alike reduced 1o -tratts, In cource of time they were

= e Ceren -Egemm T
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unable to provide themselves with proper implements. These
accordingly became scarce. Land was not properly cultivated. The
property became scanty. The cultivators were obliced to borrow
money 1 order to pay the revenue. The interest on these loans ran ..l '
up. Landlords, formerly men of substance, found themsclves suddenly
ruined.  Village:, in which there happened to be land already
lying uncultivated, became more than ever uveglected. Mr.
Thomason, 1n Paragraph 64 ¢f his directions to Settlement QOfficers
says that the Settlemsots under Regulation 9 of 1833 were light,
on good villages, but pressed heavily on poorer ones. The land-
lords I admit, cun no longer extort rent illegally, or make illicit
profits, but they were entitled to more consideration than has
been shewn them. .Botlr they aud the cultivators have suffered,
and heoce 1t 1s that, notwithstanding the security to life and pro-
perty which they now enjoy, the landlordslook back with regret
on the dynasties of former days.

I will nat say that to xcrush the Talookdars was an unjust
measure, but 1t was one of the chief causes of
The abolition of

Talookdari  right., the Rebellion, and especially of the rebellion
particularly in the  jp Qudh. The Talookdars bad long enjoyed

Oudh provinces

th: rank of Rajas. They exercised the rights
i sovereignty 1n the villages composing their Talookdaries; From
these villages, th-ir 1ncome was derived. All these nghts, aud all
this income alik.- were suddenly wrested from them. Here, again

I shall not stop ‘o enquire what other steps.could have been t~ken
by Government o secure the undertenants from the oppression 1

of the Talookdars. I have elsewhere entered into the mafter I
merely say now that the abolition of the Talookdars was among the

causes of the reue!lion.

The practice of using stamped papersis peculiar to Europe,

| where land is scarcely looked upon as a meaus
U;T,?:mpi';:;d;_":ﬁ“" of revenue. The introduction of this practice
into Hindustan, and the gradual risein the
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price of stamped paper, which reached 1its highest amount _umler
Regulation 10, of 1829, were entirely opposed to the spirit of
Hindustanee custoes. Taking into consideration the general
poverty of the Hindustanees, the measure seems to me to have been
very unwise. This question of stamped paper has long been an
spen oue, and strong arguments have not been wanting to shew
the miscnief of the practice, and to prove that it i1s opposed to all
sound rules of Political Economy. This however is a question I
shall not discuss here. I would only remark that the question as
hitherto argued has had reference to countries, where thc people
were educated, we=althy, and intelligent. 1t 1s easy to see that the
Hindustanees, whe are becoming more and more impoverished
every day, can mnever hope to bear up under this expence. This
system of using stamped paper is one which has been disapproved
of by most men of reflection. They argue that to whatever
extent it may be unjust to levy a tax on lands, title-deeds, and so
on ; so much the more is 1t unwise to levy a tax upon papers in-
tended to aid in the furtherauce of justice. Besides the heavy
expenses which this system entails, 1t tends greatly to hinder the
actual adininistration of justice. Mr. Mill, in his book on Political
Economy, and Lord Brougham in his work on Political Philosophy
have expressed their disapproval of the system, and it must be re-
membered that all arguments urged against 1ts practice in Europe,
carry with them a tenfold force when applied to Hindustan.

The -Civil Courts m the Presidencies of Bengal, and Agra,

deserve much praise. They havée hud nothing

A&;;ﬂ:r};zﬁﬂﬂ to do with the late Rebellion. I know that

Bengal provinces su- : : _
perior to thatin the I0ADY Government officers will differ from me

Panjab, but requires o thig point, and will prefer the system which
revislon 1n  cerian o

points. bas been adopted in the Punjab. But tius1s a
matter which is open to a good deal of doubt. Tke laws in force

in the Punjab are very vague and sketchy. There exist in the
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Puanjab no commentaries or constructions, tfor the purpose of explain-

ing or elucidating the laws or adapting them to practice. Each

1ndividoal judge is a light to himself : and unfortunately it does not

bappen that a judge is always right in his inlerpretation. To what

confusion is such a state of things likely tolead in the course of time !

The Civil Court 1s the t1ibunal in which the most implicit trust
should be placed. Ii1s the Civil Court on wiich depend the internal
tranquiibity of tic lkngdom, the safe transport of merchandize,
th= increaze of trnde and the establishment of rights.  But Pun-
Jab Officers pay very litde atiention to the Civil Courts. They
have not indeed the tine to do so.  Cases requiring long and pa-
tient wnvestization, regarding trausfers of right, aod a variety of
other matteis, such as have sprung up in process of time under
the English Government and are constantly recurring in the Civil
Courts of these Pruvinces, ave as yet unknown in the Pupjab®
But when in course of time, such suits are brought into the Civil
Courts of the Punjab, the Taws by which the judges are at pre-
sent guided will Le found altogether incfficient. The Civil
Courts, no doubt, Lave their share amonz cafises of the rebellon

but only in councciion with two subjects. 7The one, the transfer
of rights: the other, the issue of decrees for debt. These led to
internal riots, but they gave vise to no opposition against Govern-
ment. They were sores which feostered onty in the breasts of the
parties concerned.  Such a state of things might have been expect-
ed. Whenever the reins of Government are loosened, the people
always begin fichting with each other. Unjust transfers of land,
and debts unjustly adjudged due, incrcased the confusion. Many
men, moreover, had fallen victims to trumped up suits, and the
blame of these fell upon the Civil Courts. But the incomplete
and summary modes of investigation which prevail iv the Pun-
jab Civil Courts, and the wrongheadedness of the judges prest-

ding in them, have been productive of no less mischief. T'en years

* It must be borne in mind that this was writien in 1858, thougs not publisher
theu.

—
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carr .o tell us bow the Civil Courts work. Fifty years hence, we
f10y compare the administration of the N. . P. and the work-
ing of its Courts with the admidistration and Courts of the Pun

jab; at present the comparison cannot hold. I do not deny
that the laws which regulate justice in Bengal aund the N. W. P.
are capable of improvement. Qreat delays occur in the decision
of cases. The price of stamped paper, and various gradatious of
of appeal, render appeal too costly for the people. The powers of
judges have been in certain respects unduly restricted.  Act 19, of
1853 remedied this to some extent, but there 1s still 12c5: for nn-
provement. However, any one caring to sce what 1 have to
say on this subject, can read my book on the Government of

Hindustau, in which work my views are given in extenso

Cause. I11.

The 1gnorance of government of the staic of the country
and their subjects.

There is no doubt that Government were but slightly ac-

quainted with the unhappy state of the people.

The ighorance of Haw could it well be otherwise? There was no
Government of the

state of the.country, real communication between the Qorveriors
and thelr _bjecta,

and the governed, no living together or near onc
another as has always been the custom of the Mabommadans n
countries which they subjected to their rule, Government and 1its
officials have never adopted this course without which no real know-
ledge of the people can be gained. 1t is however not easy to see
bow this can be done by the English as they almost all look forward

to retirement in their native land and seldom settle for good amongst
the natives 6f India.

The people again having no voice in the government of the
country could not well better their condition, and if they did try to

E

|
d
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make themsclves heard by means of petitions, these same petitions
were seldom if ever aftended to and sometimes never even heard

Government it is true. received reports: from its subordinate
Local suthorities OHiCialS, but even these officials themselves were

ﬁ“;ffﬁ’ui‘.“;i‘i?ﬂi 1iguorant of the reat thoughts and opinfons of

of their subjocta. the people, because they had no means of getting
at them. The belaviour of these subordiuates as a rule, their pride
and their treatment of, natives is well known. In their presence
native gentlemen were afraid, and if they had told these officials of
their want of knowledge of the people of their Districts, they would
only have been summarily ejected for their paina. All the “ Awlah”
(readers and clerks) and the civil functionaries as well as wealthy

pative gentlemen were afraid and consequently did nothing but
flatter.

wa

Now Government, although 1n name only a Government sybor-
dinate to a higher Government, was in reality the real Goveynment
of this country, aad, as such, it ought to have received the com-
plaints and petiticns of its people direct aofl not as it did invaria-
bly by reports from 1ts district officers. These are some of the
reasons why the real feelings and ways of its people, why the
action of new laws passed for that people, their. working forgood or
for bad, for the prosperity or otherwise of the countrymen were
unknown or only slightly koown to Government. The peoplo were
isolated, they bad no champion to stand up for their rights and to
see justice done to them and they were constrained to weep in
silence.

Their is nothing wonderful in the fact that the natives were

Overwhelming po- POOT and in distress. A native’s best profession

verty of the Iudians, 5 gervice, Now although every one felt tne dif-
cularly of the . _ _ _

ahomradans. ficulty of getting service,this difficully pressed

most heavily on the Mahommadans. It must be borne in mind

that the Hindoos, the original inhabitants of tife country, were

Marfat.com
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never in former days in .the habit of taking service, but an
the contrary they were each engaged 'n such vork as their
forefathers' had been engaged in before them. The Brahmirs
never took service, the Vaishyas were always traders and bankers,
the Kshatriyas, once lords of the land, never took service, but
each kept_ his owa small portion of land, dividing it amongst s
kinsmen and preserving a semblance of authority. They had no
standing army, but as occasion required they all -united erther to
resist or to invade as the case might be, as was the custom in for-
mer days io Russia. Their was one caste certainly that did take
service and these were the *“ Kayasths.”

The Mahommadans are not the aborigines of this conntry. They
_ came in the train of former conquerors and gra-
Scarcity of employ- o

ments, generally the dually domesticated themselves in India. They
Muhainuadans whose

profession .is com-  were therefore all dependent on service, and on
monl, service wers ‘

particularly jmpover- account of this increased difficulty in obtaining
iehed, the same, they, far more than the Hindoos, were
put to much inconveence and misery. An honorable military
service, distinct from that eagerly engaged in by the lower classes
of the commuaity, was with difficulty prochirable under the British
Government. The army, which was composed of sepoys, was not
looked upon as = favorable field by the higher class of Mahomma-
dans. True, service was obtainable by them in the Cavalry, but the
number of posts in that branch of the service was small compared
with what'it had beer in olden days. Formerly, besides Govern-
ment service, employment was obtainable in the private retinues or
households of Officers of State and large landholders, and these

posts were well paid.

Tt is not 80 now, as the posts which are now filled by English-
men do not entail upon the holders the necessity of keepiug up a
large retwoue, and Englishmen, therefore, only have their own few
private servants.

S
l
ﬂ
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The consequence of this was, that when the mutineers wanted

_ dT‘P; sacee camses recririts, thowsands flocked in just asin a‘famiae
1] .
the rebelnon one, sons, ROEYY mpe rash upon food.  Many took service

z:"n;:dscf:“ﬂ four UPOR ©me apua or ome Anna and a half per
per diem, diem, and wany instead of cash; received a
couple or perbaps three pounds of grain daily. It is evident, there-
fore, that however much they might desire service the natives of
India were unable to obtain it, the number wanting secvice

being greatly in excess of the number of posts to be filled up.

Under the o0ld regime there was another thing which contri

buted to the prosperity of the people, viz, the

The stoprage of
charitable pensions

and stipends tending . . % i
in a preat measure tg O presents) At the coronation of the emperor

the poverty of the Qhaly Jehan at Delhi, no less than 400,000,

Indiana.

custom of bestowing “ Jagirs,” (grants of land

beegahs, 120 villages, and tens of thousands
pounds of sterling were given away in presents This is ijever
done now a davs and not only i1s 1t not the case pow but even
“jagirs” (grauts of land) bestowed on the recipients in former
days have been forfeited. Having thus shewn ‘the unsatisfactory
state into which the Zemindars and cnltivators have fallen,
I must also state that petty artisans bave suffered severely
by the opening up of the trade with England, as they cannot
of cuurse compete with machinery. No one even thinks ncv-adays
of buying country made thread or matches, and the country cloth
weavers have been ruined. When by the Divine Will, Hindustan be-

came an appanage of the Crown of Great Britain, it was the duty of

Government to enquire into and lessen as much as possible the suf-
ferings of its subjects. By not doing so mavy who would other-
wise have been staunch friends of the British, joined the rebels,

The issue of Government Notes 1s another cause of injury to

India, such as was never the case under any

The investment nf .
capital in Governmeat  fOrMEr Government. The interest of the moncy

loan.

which Government borrowed, the expense of

He 1. b ek Banllnam st ek skl Bl pa o ol E ) oy R
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collecting the money to pay for that interest and the benefit which
Government derived from the money borrewed was all taken from

the country.

Families who in former years and under the former rulers of
Poverty the cause this.conntry were great and powerful bave, un-

of the sublect’s re- der this Goverument, heen reduced to poverty.
joicing at the ides of

a change of Govern- This was one great reason of the dissatisfaction
mepnt, and wishing . ) . o
for it. felt in India and one great reason 1n my opinion
why they were inclined for a chance of rulers. When the British
were victorious in Affchanistan, the people mourned. Why was
this? Because they thought that they would now be compelled to
relioquish the cherishad faith of their forefathers and become Chis-
tians When in addition to this Gwalior was conquered and the
Punjab- and Oudh anuexed, this fear gained ground. In these
native states, natives were eligible for high public posts, and native
wares were always saleable there. When therefore the native Courts
of these states were done away with, these openings and wuds to the
people of India were ~uddenly cut off. The Eoglish Government,
had however, many, very many good points. I do not condemn it
entirely. 'The feeling of security which the subject enjoys undev
the British rule, of ease and of freedoin, the many good roads, the
putting down of dacoitee, thuggee and highway robbery; the facilities
affordea to travellers,. the ease with which merchants could trans-
port their goods to far off localities, the benefit to all, nch and poor
alike, which accrued from the extension of the cheap postal system,
the decrease of- inurders and deadly affrays, the protection of the
poor frow the oppression of the rich, these and many other bless-
ings have never beea enjoyed under any former Government, and
in all probability never will. But it must be borne in mind that
the benefits derived from the above do not efface the feeling that 1
have above pourtrayed. = Avother thiug 13 that this good govern-

ment benefits more especially merchants and women who have al-

ways peen loud 1n their praises of it because it protected them from
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charge of Districts by thg Sovereign and who exercised great oppres- |,
sion) and from many other numerous evils. They therefore, deriving
benefit as they did from the government, were not against it.

88 1
f
!

lawless affrays, dacoitess, from the. Amils (men formerly. put in \
Causg 1V |

Neglect in mallers which should have Received Consideration

from Government.

ﬁ

. . |
I will now proceed to shew what duties Government ought i
to have fulfilled and which it did not fulfil. -

I feel it most necessary to say that which 13 10 my heart and |
which I believe to be triie even at the risk of its

Weglect in matters being distasteful to many of the ruling race.

wlich should have i i
receivedconsideration.  What I am now going to treat of is that

of Goverument. which if only done in a right way will atiract

even wild animals, causing them tolove instead of to dread, and which

thercfore will, in & much g eater degree, attract men. I caunot here
state at length what the benefits of friendship, intercourse and sym
pathy are, but I maintain that the mdintenance of friendly retations
between the governotsand the governed is far more necessary than
Letween individuals, private friendships only affect & few, friendship
and good feeling between g Government and its subjects affects
a nation. Asin private friendships two persons are united by the
Want of cordiality bond of a common friendship, soalso should a
towards the Indians.  Government and its people be knit togetherin
like manner. The people and the Government I may hken toa tree,
the latter being the root.and the former the grow th of that root. As
the root is so will the trce be. What! Was such intimacy
impossible under this Goveroment? Most certainly not. We
Lave numerous instances in which foreigners and natives of coun-
tries have Leen brought in contact with each other and of their
becoming fiiends, even when their religions and countries were
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difforont and widely separated. And-why ~was this? Just because
they wished aud did their utmost to become so. How often do
we not see strifes and enmities hetween people of the same race,
religion and customns. Friendship, intercourse and sympathy are
therefore not wholly depeudent for their existence merely on the

giver’s angd recipient’s being of the same religion, race or country.

Does not the ‘Apostle Paul admonish us in these beautitul
words? “ And the Lord make you fo increase, and abouud 1n love
one toward another, aud toward all men, even as we do toward you'
1st Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonans Ch. 1I1 verse 12. And
does not Jesus admonish us in these ?  “ Therefore all things what-

soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them,
for this is the law and the Prophets” Matthew, VII 12,

These were meant to inculcate friendship and love to all wen,

and 10 one, no wise and thougbtful man will say that the admo-
pition 18 wrong, that friendship and love to our fellow-mcn are
not beneficial, that their results are uil, and that they dp not blot
out much that is wicked. As yet, truth compels meto state, Go-
vernment bas not cultivated the friendship of its people as was
its duty to do. The Creator has instilled it into the heart of man
and the instinct of anjmals that the strong should be kind td and
care fot the weak. The father loves his child before the child
loves him. The man tries to win the woman, not the woman the
man. If a man of low degree try to win the esteem of onein bigh
position, he is liable #o be styled a flatterer and not a friend. It
was, therefore, for Government to try and win “the friendship to
its subjects, not for the subjects to try and win that of the Govera-
ment. Jf it had done so the results would have been great and tke
people would have rejoiced. Alas! that it has not done so. If
Government say that what [ say e untrue, that they have tried to
cultivate friendship and bave only been repaid with enmity, I can
ouly say, that if it had gone the right way to work, its subjects would
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nost undoubtedly have been its fnend and supporters, instend of; as
in many instances; rising up ia arms against it. Now friendship 1s L
a feeling which springs from the heart and which cannot be kindled

by “admooitions.” Men may meet on very friendly terms, buvit does

not therefore follow that they are friends in the real sense of the word

that they are fniends at heart as well as in outward signs. This ig

a link, asit were, between beart, a man instinctively feels that ha
likes a man or the contrary. Qovernment has hitherto kept itself
as isolated from the people of Iundia as if it had been the fire and
they the dry grass, as if it thought that were the two brought in
copntact, the latter would be burnt up. It and its people were like
two different sorts of stone, onoe white and the other black, which
stones too were being daaly more and more widely separated. Now
the relations between them ought to have been close like-those
between the streaks of white and black in the stone called Abri in
which we see the former close alongside of the latter, the one Llend-
ing with the other. Governgent was of course perfectly right in

manitainng special friendly relation with its Christian subjects
(the BEnglish) but it was at the same time incumbent upon it to
show towards its native subjects that brotherly kindness which the
Apostle Paul exhorts us to in these words. “ And to godliness
brotherly kindness and to brotherly kindness charity ” II Peter 1 7
It must be borne in -mind, that the blood of the Mahom-
madan conquerors and that of the people of the country was not the
same , that their faith was not the same, their mapners and j
customs not the same ; that in their hearts the people did not like i
them; and that at first there was litile or no amalgamation of the !
two. What then was the secret of their becoming friends? Let

us glance at the former Indian dynasties. First came that of the

Mahommadan conquerors. In the reign of the Turks and Pathans,

there was no intercourse between the conquerors and the conquered

until the Government of the former was made irm and easy. A
feeling of cordiality was first estublished in the reipn of the Mogul
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Emperor Akbar I, and coutinued till the reign of
In ancient times a8

yoog as cordiality was.  Shab Jehan. No doubt, owing-to many defects
not obsaved by the

reigning  powers, in the system of Government the people were
Tﬁﬂfﬂlﬁ’ was not subjected to many evils, but these were lichtened
by the feelings just mentioned. This feeling unfortunately ceased
during the reign of Alumgeer, A. D. 1779, when, owing to the re-
bellion of several Hindoos of note, such as Sewnjee, the Mahratta
ete., Alumgeer vowed vengeance agaiust them all and sent orders to
all Lis Lieutenants to treav them with rigour and harshuess and
to exempt none from paying tribute. The injury and disaffection
which therefore ensued ave well known. Now the Enclish Govern-

ment has been in existence upwards of a century, and up to the
present hour has not secured the affections of the people.

One great source of the stability of a Government 15 un-
Treating the Indi- doubtedly the treatiug of its subjects with hon.
sus withcontemph 0 and thus caining their affections. Though
a man’s income be but small, treat hima with honor and he 1s far
more gratified than °f he were presented with three or four times
the amount than be treated with -contempt. Contempt 1s an in-
eradicable wrong. Being treated cootemptuously sinks deep 1nto
a man's heart, and although uninjured by the same as to his worldly
g00ds, he still becomes an enemy. The wound rankles deep and
¢cannot e healed, that mven by a sword can be healed, but that 1n-
flicted by a contemptuous word can nof. - The results of kindness
are different, an enemy even if treated courteously becomes a friend ;
frends by friendly intercourse, become greater friends, and strangers
if treated in a friendly maoner are no longer strangers. By kind-
ness we make the brute creature our willing slaves, how much more
then would such treatment cement the bonds between a Govern-
ment and its people? Now in the first years of the British rule
in India, the people were heartily in favor of it. This good feeline

the Government has nuw foifeited and the natives very sencraliy
say that they ave treated with contcmpt.

| K

f
1

j
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ta the eyes of any petty Official, as much lower than that Official
as that same Official esteems himself lower than a Duke. The V|
opmnton of many of these Officials is that :no native cau be a ,- I
gentleman. i)

Now as Government is, throughout India, represented by its "

-ofticials, it follows, as a matter of ceurSe that the |
"The ill-temper and

uncourtly address of Datives will judge of the temper of Gnvemment

loeal authonties to-
wards the natives. towards them by what they sec of these officials,

I
However good the intention of Government |
!
'[

with regard to its subjects may be, unless these same officials give
practical proof thereof by kind treatment of the patives, the people -
will not bélieve in them. Theory and practice are not one and the
same. In these days, or vather within the last few years the feel-
ing of officials towards nativesis wnot nearly so favorable as was
formerly the case. In olden days natives were treated with honor
and in a friendly manner by these officials aund, consequently to |
usc a native expression * th’cy carried their (the natives) hearts in :
their hands”. They sympathized with them 1o their joys and sor- ;

rows, and this too, motwithstanding their bigh position. They |
were consequently greatly liked, and the natives nsed to say “ How '
wonderful is this treatment from men 1n the highest positicn, who,
though wielding the reiis of empire are still without pride !”

Natives of rank were also treated in a bighly honorable man-
ner. They (the officials) really followed the precepts of St. Peter
« And to Godliness brotherly kindness to brotberly kindness, charity.” |
II Peter V. 7., the reverse of which is unfortunately the case as

regards the greater number of the officials of the present dayi
Has not their-pride and arrogance caused thom to estcem mei
Hindustaui as nothing in their eyes, and have not their 111-temper'
and want of solicitude for the natives, causcd them to be looked.
upon with drcad by the latter?  Is it not well-known to Govem-1

suent that even natives of the hichest rank wvever cone into thﬂ
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presence of officials, but with an inward fcar and trembling? Is-
) o seerct that the “Amlah” (native “court officials”) arc ofteu
o Jdressed harshly and abused by their superiors whilst reading out

- papers to them: These-m‘en, manr+ of them of good bLirth, often
jnwardly exclaim “ Oh ! that I could gain my livinz otherwise, cut-
ting arass by the wayside were better than this.” T do not soy that
the behaviour of all English officials is like this,  There are many
who are well known for their kindness and friendly feeling toward
the natives and these are in comsequence much beloved by them,
are, ta-use a native expression, as the sun and the moon to thein,
and ave pointed out as types of the old race of officials,

These men truly follow:the admonition of Christ Jesus who
said to Simon called Peter and Amdrew his brother when they
were fishing “Follow me and I will make you fishers of e,
They, by their good character have drawn the people to them, as
it were, in a net, they have not treated them with uscless arrogance,
without which some think that a hich position in.the eyes of
the natives cannot bc kept up: They have carned that bLlessing
which Christ erunciated. ‘ Blessed are tha poor in spirit, oo

theirs-is the kingdom of heaven ‘“(iiv*h v L) Tley have treated

the people with ‘gentleness and lentency and have ruled the land

according to the precept ¢ Blessed are the meek for they shall
mberit the earth,” Matt. V. 5. They have also let their ficht shne

before men, as- Christ enjotned in Matthew, V. 16, “TLe. yvour linht
-~ -

so shine before men that they may seec your good war

<s and glonty

your futher which isin’ heaven.”

Few in number, wherever they are, they are held dear hy
| the natives.

This treatment before alluded to-was most offensive to 41l the

o The illtreatment opnle of “ .  on .
1 more repugnant to people of India; but most especially sc . the

R &

I the feelings of the Mahommadans, The reasons for this ac~ lear
41 Mahommadape, avd : d -
il its cause. For centuries the Mahommadan’s positin in.

y
|
I
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Inidia has been an honormble one. Theére is an element of shame -
in lus disposition. He bas no grasping desire for money, he

esteerns hobor above all other things, and there are many proofs -
on record, whbich shew that the Mahommadan is not easily
brought to do tbat, which, under the influence of temptation,
n;he:~ races in India will do without compunction, It may be that i
this is wrong but God having instilled it into him, his
views and feclings cannot easily be changed. It may be unfortu- I
nate but, 1t 1s inculcated into them by their religion and is o fault
of theirs. Tius illtreatment then it was which pained them griev-
ously and wkich caused them heartily to wish for a change of i
Governors and to hear with joy of asything that was opposed to
the present Government. Tt is much to be regretted that the Mahom-
madans did ot know that Government was doing its utmost to
further the v inteiests, their education and to uphold their hono
Tlis they «d not Lo ow, as the intentions and wishes of Government

woere never made . uown by their various officials.

Auother great 1cason  tor the dissatisfaction of the natives of ¢

Tud'a and more especially of the Maliommadans,
Exclusion of nua.

tives from promotion Wit the exclusion of jnatives from high ap-

to Ligh appointmenta. :
y fnr,;;g];mﬁ?;ilﬁy:tem peintments A few short years ago -Maho-

f’: E'a;[l]:?riﬁe;ﬁ:j madans filled the most honorable posts under
vice ad ioadequite  {heir own Government and the desire and hope
o f-r suchisstill ie them  Under the English Go-
vernmen! they longed for the -dvancement of their honor 1n
the eves of the world, Lut there was no way vpen to them. In the
eari~ Aays of this Gevernment, natives of rank were certainly 1
sinel:1 out to fill high posts, but by degrees this fell iato dis-
use. The asser’ »m by Mahommadans, that the practice of holding
¢xominations 1s » bad one, is & mistaken one. If they bave not
the quulitcoe.ons - eizble them to pass, they must not blame the
systen ; uudoubtedly the examination system goes far towards pro-
cunng an ehicient staff of public servants, but many natives are




P25

nppointed to high posts who, 1n the cstimation of their country-
men are very small indeed. In the giving of certificates very

little was thought of family and honor. Lord Bentinck did most

for the advancement of the natives in this respect, but the lugh
appointments which he bestowed upon a select few were utterly
inadequate to the wants of the people. Inghsh othcers of the

highest rauk have often admitted this of late ycars. Now s the
passing an examination a sim qua non 1n Encland ? are the best
English statesmen invanably those who have passed high examina
tions? Arve hich diplomatic posts_not often given to them on
account of their birth and prictical common sense and sometimes

even without the lattir quahfication ?

The people of Tnidia have, from tuine immemorial been always

in the habit of attending the Duwrbarg (levees)
The not holding of . - : *
Durbare by the Go. ©Of their Sovereign and have always enjoycd

vernor Geueral of : : . Cay -
Tndia and not confer- S€€1NZ his pomp and state and nfluence.  This
ring rank and Lonor
due to merit accord-
ing to the usage of
former emperora

feeling of gladness at the sight of the soveraign
1s & feeling 1nstinctively felt by every one. Man
feels the power of. the ruler when thus brought
face to face with bim and acknowleges limsclf to be bis sulject.
Now althongh the Goveroor General of Iudia was certainly, whlst
on tour, iu the habit of holdine durbars, still the few that he did
hwold were not sufficien: for the wants of the country, Lords Auck
land and Ellenborough hcld vight regal durbars.  This perhaps may
not have Lieen approved of by the Home Government, but 1t was
a- most excellent thing for Tudia, although even their durbars
were too few in number. M.y the Alinighty always watch over
and protect our most gracious sovereign Queen Victoria and Her
representation n India, His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor
-4 General.  Let us hope that the heartfelt wants of the natives of
1 this country may be listened to and eradually satisfied.

? The only real kingdom is that of the Almighty who created

'i

+
b

j
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the world. Re however, made the kings of
The ohaervation of

these rules by Lonls this world as a type of what de Himself 135 1n
Aucklaud auvd Ellen- 1 h - . .
borvugh a very pro- ©OF er that man on seeing his sovereigm, should

per oue. recollect that there is the still grenter :one who.
made him. For this reason many wise and able men have Jaid
down that the good qualities of the Almighty, such as bounty,
kindness etc., should also be found represented 1n earthly Kings,
hence the title © Shadowed of God” It is therefore, 1ncumbent
ou earthly kings to treat their subjects with that bountiful libera-
lity with which the Almighty has treated the whole world. It
may appear at first sight bad policy to spend the public money
in rewarding slight services, but in my humble opinion this prac-
tice is calculated to increase the Tloyalty of the- subject and thus
to render the empire morestable. It is a-well-known saying that
“ kindoess and beneficence make slaves of men”, therefore when
{he people see those virtues in their ruler, true love towards him
and a desire to serve hid, faitBfully and loyally are germinated in
their hearts‘. We know from history that this was the case an
olden days and under various dynasties in India, and that the no-
bles and the people at large had honors aud gifts, such as titles.
money, land and other valuables, bestowed upon tbhem with no
sparing hand. The recipients felt honored and pleased, were held
in greater honor by their brethern, and the nation at large liked the
proctice, as being one which had come down to them from remote
ages. Government put a stop to this and no one could expect
much in the way of rewards and honors from-it. When, there-
fore, the people heard that the Qovernment of India had been
fornally assumed by Her Majesty Queen Victoria, they rejoiced as
tbey were longing for a change.

The expenses of former rulers of India were of two sorts, viz.,
money spent on their own private luxuries and debauches which were

undoubtedly wrong and disapproved of by the people, and that
spent in rewarding faithful servaats, victorious generals, learned
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men, faqucers (men of sanctity), pocts, beggars or on the deserving
poor, which latter expenditure was very popular. The discontin-
aance of the same by the British has displeased the people, especially
the recipients, who from being always well carew for were unablc
to work for their bread. Now this system 1s undoubtedly Lad as 1t
makes: the people lazy and not induced to help themselves, and
much better is it that the rewards be discontinued and freedom be

granted to the subject, that thus he may earn his daily Lread him-
self ; but this boon of freedom can only be appreciated when the
people become educated and contented and not all at once. It 1s
like taking the reins out of a horse’s mouth, turning him loose and
tursing bim out into the jusgle to find lis food for himsclf.  What
:s the result 2 He either dies or remains a wild animal all his days
giving the- rein to his passions, If a man be thus treatcd he will
either rob, murder or rebel.

*en’s minds under the influence of anger arc apt to lose sight

of the true causecs of any event and to be warp-

ﬁﬁiofficrh{ia?; ed by a desire for vengcance. The cvents of

pesred more serivus  the vear 1857 were no doubt so dreadful as to
to the authorities _
tban they in reality justify the feclings of anger and desire for
were, their causes, _ .
| vengeance which had full possession of the
hearts of the English during that awful year ; but at the same time
wo musy find out what, at that time, was the condition of Hindus-
tan, how the rebellion really commenced, why 1t attained such a
height, and why, in certain districts more misled Mahommadans re-
belled than in others. 1t must be borne in mmd that for centus-
ries past the condition of India has beén unscttled, that from time
immemorial, its people have Leen accustomed to flock 1n thousands
to the standard of any powerful noble (Amcer) who attained any
success in the field and that they never held their doingso to be
criminal accepting rcspousible posts in the administration, of lis
country for the time being. It is well known in India that the

taking of service is no offence.  Whoever pays is served.  Itas
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thonght wrong not to tender alicsiance to a king who may have

been proclaimed king in the place of another deposed The va-

rious kings and princes of Hindustan have never, on conquering

an enemy’s country, attached any blame to the servants, whether

Civil or Military, of that enemy and the people were aware of this.

\when the leaders of the rebellion called for recruits, thousands

of poor men wanting service, flocked in and took it They

thought there was nothing wrong in doing so, as their livelihood

was procured by such service. Many thought that the British

rule in Hindustan was at an end and that therefore it was their
duty to tender their allegionce to the reigning powers i e. to
the rebels. Many officials also thought that lives would be
spared by feigning to be on the rebel side and that when the
Briush rule was ve-established, they could throw off the mask.
‘These men were however found guilty, althougb, undoubtedly
many amoungst them were true subjects of the British. Many also
there were, servants of Governient and others who, under compul-
sion, or through ignorance, or from being merely mortal, commit-
ted themselves, and then, thioking that their sin, committed per-
baps under great temptation or perhaps under compulsion, would
not be pardoned and would meet with severe punishment cast in
theiv lot entiyely with the rebels. Others, there were who had real-
Iy done nothing ; but through fear &c. joined the rebels. Many also
as before stated, joined them thinking it no crime to do so. If the
whole facts regarding the rebellion be thoroughly sifted, I feel
certain that we shall find that just as many Hindoos were concera-
ed thercin as Mahommadans, and the proof of this will be found
in what took place all over Hindustan. It must not be supposed
that the reason why, in some districts, the Mahommadans who re-
belled were greater in number than the Hindoos, was thet the King
of Declhi, who was their bhead claimed the throne of Delh or that
they were in reality as rebellious as they scemed to be. No! small

acts said to have been committed by them were seized upon and




woo Jelibe A

%%

pagnified by their enemies, and the minds of the officials were
worked upon and poisoned against them. The breach was thus
widened, the English becoming more and more angry, and
the Mahommadans more and more afraid and hopeless. It was
their fate to have their actions misrepresented aud to have the
minds of their .rulers poisoned against them. There were, no

doubt, many Mahommadans who did rebel and whose rebellion

we must enter in the V Class. These men were delighted
at the prospect of -a change of Government for reasons alrcady
<hewn. Nevertheless Government are no doubt well aware what
race it was and what meo, thate proved most faithful even uoto

death. All men are guilty,in His eyes, who is the only true Ruler

They are also guilty in the eyes of earthly kings, temporarily
vut tnauthority by Him,

The Psalmist has truly said, ““ Enter not into judgment with
thy servant, for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.”
Psalm cxlin, 2. “Have mercy upon me O God according to
'Thy loving kindness, according unto the multitude of Thy tender
mercies, blot out my transcressions” (2) “ Wash me thoroughly

from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sins”  Psalms L.

10 & 2

Th. Almighty is the preserver of our Most Gracious Majesty,
Queen Victorita. Words of mine cannot sufficiently praise the
most merciful and considerate proclamation issued by Her
Gracious Majesty.

The hand of the Almighty 1s ou Her Gracious head and this

The promulgtion proclamation has been inspired by Ged. There

of Her Majesty’s Pro- {5 apn ancient custom in Hindustan, which is
clamatior Lighly com-

mendable, mdeeﬂmj’ that whenever a new king ascends the throne,
be Bnid to have origi-

nated under divine nghtly or wrongly, all the nobles of the land
mspiration. . .

present themselves to pay their respects. This
was the case 1. the rebellion. When the people heard that the

G
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Emperor of Delhi had ascended the throue, they presented then
selves, and when he was deposed and imprisoned, men kuew per-
fectly well that the same people would tender their allegiance to
the English. Tbhe rebel army-itself might perhaps mot do this,
but the reasons.for their not doing so need not be treated of here.

CAvs V
The Insubordinate state of the Indian Forces.

The Enghsn. army system in India bas always been faully
and one great fault was the paucity of English troops. When
Nadir Shah conquered Khorassan and became master of the two

The paucity of the kingdoms of Persia and Affghanistan, he in-
English forces. . _ ,
variably kept the two armies at equal strength.
The one consisted or rather was composed of Persians and Kuzul
Bashies, and the other was composed of Affchans, When the
Persian army attempted to rise, the Affghan army was av hand
to quell the rebellion apd wice versd. The English did mnot
follow this precedent in India? The Sepoy army was n¢ doubt
faithful in its day and served the Government well, but how
could Government feel certain that it would never act contrary to
its orders? What measures had Government taken for guelling
at once on the spot any emeute in that vast army, *such as that

which happened last year ?

Government certainly did put the two antagonistic races nto the
same regiment, but constant intercourse had
If these two castes

iormed  distinct Re- dope its work'and the two races in regiment

ta rhaps the _
%i'ﬂﬁfmm’;ﬁms would had almost become one. It is but npatural and

A teqg to
fﬁ: hu:: gibi.elfa Lew to De expected, that a feehng of friendship and

cartridges. brotherhood must spring. up between the men
of a regiment, constantly brought together as they are. They con-
The employment of sider themselves as one body and thus 1t was

H“:id‘;“"‘ l';“‘lhl[ ":f;:ﬂ that the difference which eQists between Hindoos
madaans

regiwent. and Mahammadans had, in these regiments,

been almost entircly smoothed away.

g — L] - T - - - =
il
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If a portion of the regiment engaged in anything, all the rest
joined. If separate reciments of Hindoos and scparate reciments

of Mahommadans bad been raised, this feeling of brotherhood could

not have arisen and, in my opinion, the Mahonmadan regiments

would not bave refused to receive the mnew cartridges. Owing to

the paucity of the European element, the cople
The pride of the P Y P pot

Iodian forces and its of India only stood in awe of the Sepoys Wi
A thus became puffed up with prude and thought
that there were noue like them in the world. They jooked upon
the European portion.of the army as a myth and thought that the
many victories which the English had aained were gained entirely
by their own prowess. A commnon saying of their's was, that they
had enabled the English to conquer Hindustan from Burmah to
Cabul. This pride of the Sepoys was most marked after the
Pupjab was conquered. So far bad 1t gone that they made ob-
jections to anything which they did not hke, and I believe even
remonstrated when ordered to march consequent on the yearly
reliefs. It was precisely at-this time, when the army was imbued
with this feeling of pride and the knowledge or rather conjecture
that Government would grant anything they stood out for, that the
new cartridges were issued, cartridges. which they really believed
were made up with fat and the using of which would destroy their
caste. They refused to bite them. When the regiment at
Barrackpore was disbanded ana the general order announciog
the same was read out'to each regiment, the deepest grief was felt

throughout the army. They thought that the refusal to bite the
cartridges, the biting of which would have destroyed their caste,
was no crime at all , that the men of the disbanded regiment were
pot in the least to blame and that their disbandment was an act
utterly devoid of justice on the part of Government. The whole
army deeply regretted ever having had anything to do with
Government, They felt that they had sbed their blood in its cause
ard conquered many countries for it, that in refurn it wished to

3
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take away their caste and had dismissed those who bad jusliy stoed,
out for their-rights. There was however, no open rebellion just
then as they bad ounly been disbanded and had not been treated
with greater severitv; but, partly from feeling certain that the
cartridges were roixed with fat, partly from grief at seeing their
comrades disbanded at Barrackpore and still more by.reason of
their pride, arrogance and vanity, the wholé army was determin-
ed, come what might, not to bite the cartridges.

Correspondence was undoubtedly actively carried on in the

TheleagueofthaJo. 2'MY after the avents at.Barrackpore, and mes-

dian Ariny against the 53004 were sent telling the men not to bite the
uss of the new car- o ©

tridges : formed after cartridges. Up to this time there was a strong
January 1857. ] . . . YT .
feeling of indignation and irritation in the ar-

my, but in my opiuvion, there was no intention of rebelling

The fatal month of May 1857 was now at hand in which the
The impropriety of arroy was punished in a manner which tlinking

punisbiog the non- men know to have been most wrong and most
commissioned officers

st Meerut  which inopportune. The ange:, wbich the news of
111‘:1}235;‘];{11?12 o this punishment created in the miuds of the

Sepoys was intenose. Thé prisoners ou seeing
their hands and feet manacled, looked at their medals and wept.
They rememnbered their services and thought now they hao been
recompensed, and their pride, which as I bave before said was the
feeling of the whole army, caused them to feel the degradation all
the more keenly. Then the rest of the iroops at Meerut were
fully persuaded that they would either be compelled co bite
the cartridges or undergo the same punishment. This rage and
grief led to the fearful events of the 10th of May which events are
unparalleled in the annals of histbry. After committing themselvesl
thus, the mutineers had no choice left but to centinug in their career

of rebellion.

When the news of the outhreak Locame known the urritation
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of the Sepoys increased. The whole ariny felt
Want of confidence  that their confidence 1n Government was at an

n_the Iudinn. forces

wwanls Government  end, that Government was only waiting for an
after the occurrences o _ _
of Meerut. opportunity to punish them all and hence 1t

was that their confidence in what their otlicers

did and said was scattered to the winds. They used to say,
“« Government says this and that just at present, but when all is
quiet again it will not do what it says it will do” I state on the
best authority that thousands of the Sepoys who composed the
rebel army in Delhi, were sorry for the acts that had been com-
mitted and for having rebellea so insamely. Whilst the seige
was going on they used to say with tears .an their eyes
that fate had caused them to do this. “ What could we do,”
said they, “except rebel?” We were never sure what pu-
nishment was not in store for us as Government had no confidence
in us On an opportunity offering, we should have been compe:led
to do anything. 7. At the commencement of the rebellion, when
it was known that a force was going to be sent out towards the river
Hindan but before any force had gone out, many stated 1t to oe their
conviction that when the two opposing forces met, the whole of the
native poriion would desert from™the British. This was verified by
the result; and the reason for it was, that when it came to fight-
ing against their brethern, no one would rémain true as thev said
when with our ald the English conquer our comrades, th*ey will
then turn their attention to us! All therefore joined in the rebel-
lion, even those who wisbed to remain faithful to their salt, were

carried away by the majority. Now the people were perfectly

well aware that the Government were almost entirely dependent

ou the Sepoy army ; when therefore it became known that, that

army had revolted, the people also hecame riotous. They no longer
were in awe of the Government,
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Let us now sce how these opinions of mine affect the tabellion, 1

or “part rebellion” which took place in the
Wiy the mutm‘j‘

Jdid vos oreak ouin Punja'b- The _Mﬂhummadans there had bLeea
i:ﬁsef_““” and ite greatly oppressed by the Sikhs, and had received

no injury at the haods of the British., When |

the British first took the country, oppression was rife.  This was

day by day decreasing, whilst the contrary was the case in Hindus-
tan proper.  The whole of the Punjab, when first annexed, was
disnrmed, nod thus the weapons necessary for rebellion were not
forthcoming. The Sikhs too, though not so wealthy as i1n former
days, had still sutficient to live upoa, chiefly from monies which they
had inberited. The poverty which was rife in H.edustan bad not
yet had time to become rife in the Punjab. Besides these there
were other cogeunt rteasons, why the Punjab remalued tranquil.
Firstly, there was a powerful Kuropean army or the spot,
Secondly, the wisdom shewn by the officials in at once disarmtiog

the sepoys. Thirdly, the fumber of the rivers and ihe slmmncr

up of the ferries on them, which rendered the few who did rebel,
powerless.- Fourthly, all the Sikbhs, Punjabges and Pathans, who
micht otherwise have tried their band at rebellion, bad already
taken service Or were being formed into corps and the desire for
tbe plunder of Hindustan was strong on them. We thus find
that the service which the people of India took in the rebel army
under such difficulty and changes was easily obtaioed in Govern-
nent service in the Punjab. The circumstances of the Punjab

were quite different from those of Hindustan proper.
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APPEANDIX NO. L

#

The the time appears to have come when earnest couf-:idem-
tion should be given to the sub: jeet, whether or not all men shovld
embrace the same system of Religion. Railways, Steam Vesseos
and the Electric Telegraph, ate mpldb uniting all the wnatious ot
the earth : the more they are brought together, the more certain
does the conclusion become, that A1l have the same wants, the same
anxieties, the same bopes, the same fears, and therefore, the same

pature and the same origin. It 1s also very certain that deatl
universally closes the scene.

Is® there, then, no means Ly which the sorrows aad anyile-
tles of life can be alleviated, and by which comfort can be aiven
to a¥ men in the hour of death ? Is it ratiodal to suppose that each
nation s to find out a way for itself, by mere cuess ? or has the
oue God, who made all, appointed different methods of obtaining

present and future happiuess to dLEferent portions of His family ?
Surely, this cannot be.

Now CHRISTIANITY is a system which proicsscs 1o have come
by direct revelatior from God Himselt, as the only systemn by

which happiness can be secured in this world, or 1n that other

world which it reveals. It bas this peculiarity to distinguish st

from every other system of religion 1n the world, that 1t appeals
to the reason as well as to the heait of man, and it is the only

system in the world, which bas spread by the mere force of argu-

ment. The nations which believe in it are the most thoughtful

and the most civilised 1 the earth, so that it; has, at all eveits,
a clain® to be heard on its owr bebalf.

Having received the greatest blessings from 1t oursclves, we

| arec anxious that others also should be induced to receive them
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aod therefore, thulhﬂ“lmd » made to youito exa
mine this important ealject fog yourmed! The arguments in Zcs
favour are very numerous ; this paper will dwell only upon one -
of them, but that one will be quite sufficient Lo establish the
point.

A man called Jesus was born in a place called Eethleham,
in the land of Judea, about 1139 years aco. He was a man of
low birth, and in poor circumstapces, but he professed tole a
teacher sent by God to point out the only way which would lead
unto God. After going about the couatry for three years preach-
g, be was put to death by the Roman "Goveroment at the soli-
citation of the Jewish Priests. So far all is admitted universally :
the death of Jesusis a fict, as the death of Julius Casar is a
fact, and no person thinks of doubting the one fact more than the

other. The Jews, the greatest enemies of Jesus and his doctrine,

glory 1n 1t, and they are the best witnesses we could desire.
>

His followers say, that be rose again from the dead. This is
the one great fact upon which the whole system of Chrnistianity de-
pends; 1f it 1s true, the Gospel is true—for no person could rise
from the dead except by e power of God, und God would not raise
from the dead any person wvhose life and doctrine was not pleas-

ing unto Him ; 1if 1t is false, the Gospel is false,

We would respectfully and eavnestly urce you to direct your-
whole attention {o this one point. Did Jesus rise from the dead,
or did be not? We must bring witnesses of the fact, here they
are ; Peter, James, John, Matthew, Matthias, ‘Thomas, Jude, Mary
Magdalene, Cleophas and 500 others, whose names are not now
known. Many of these persons werc the chosen friends, who bad
bLeen constantly with Jesus for three years before his death ; they
could not therefore have been mistaken as 40 his person; they
came forward within 50 days of his death and declared that he

had risen again, in the very place where, and among the very
i
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secople by whon, he hind been crueified ; they had nothing to gain
L this Jeclaration, but cvery thino to lose, not improbably their
o2y lives, and yet they persuaded some thousauds of persons that
what .thc;y ‘s.nid was true—so wuch so that the name of this de-
gpised and bated man was now, by those who had rejected Hun,
worshipped aod revered ; they continuced telline the saine fact as
lo%ig as they lived, not only 1 Judea, but over all the Roman -
pire : many of them showed their sincerity Ly allowing themselves
to be put to torture and death for saying so, when they might have
escaped, bad they only saud 1t was false : though 1¢norant and un-
lettered men, they persuaded thodsands, all over tlhie Einpire, to
Lelieve them, to forsake their owa relizien, and to embrace tha
one they taught, notwithstanding scorn and death : they held out
no promises of carthly comfort and houor to induce men to be-
lieve them, but rather the contrary : thicy were not satisfied with

a formal adhesion to thar views; but they requiied self-denial

and holiness of I1ife, which all men naturally  dislike ; they said
that even the new religion would not save any man; aud yet
though they thus goined nothing themazclves, and told others that
they must not expect to gain anythiny either, they satisfied men
that Jesus did risc again ! and this so effectually, that from the
most vbscure corner of the Roman Emnpire, the doctrine preached
ny uneducated fishermen, about a poor carpenter’s son, spread
over the whole Empire even after their death, and overthrew every

other system of religion though sanctioned by the consent of azes !

We have likewise the evidence of persons who did not ha-
come preachers of the New Doctrine, to prove the fact of this
“Resurrection of Jesus. Christ ; the soldiers who were. placed as a
“guard at the ziave saw i, and told the priests of it, and Lthey

| found 1t necessary to invent an absurd story to account for the ad-
mitled disappearance of the body !

1

- o .
the only evidenie which any peisou could desite, which ve
- ]_ L . i

w |

|
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do not possess, 1s that of the public; 1t may be said why'did He

not show Humnself publicly to all, espccially to those persous who i._q:

put Him to death ? Various reasons may be assicned for this, de-{i.

vived from the nature of the doctrine which He taught ; 1atuj .

these it is impossible at present to enter; but it must be observed, };
that the want of this evidence in no way affects the truth of that

which we do possess: if a number of persons who knew Hrmi
intimately, s« Him and spoké to Him, and afe with Him upou:

several occasions, it certainly voes not tead to shake their evidence

S = 5

to ask, why did not others see Him also? Whenever He appecaredf-

all who were present at that place at that time saw Him, upon oned:
occasion to the number of 500! So that it was not an apparition,||s
but a reality Oue person, by name Thomas, said that he wourd noty:

believe that it was really his old friend, till he'had put his handy

into.the holes caused by the nails in His hands, and into that caus-{! ':

ed by the spear in His side ; but even he was satished ! 3
» g

We earpestly eutreat you to consider these fucts ; 1if thero is

any Huaw in the evideuce, pownt 1t out ; but if not, then admit thad

it is true, thut Jesus Christ did rise from the dead,—and embrace

thie Gospel.

This resurrection otf Jesus Chvist is an assurance unto all men,
that God hath appointed a day in whicl He will Judge thec WGTM!-I
in righteousness ; you will then stand before Hini; you will bee
called npon to answer for the evil thoughts, the evil words, andg

the evil actions of which you have been guilty. Are you .preparedy

L

doned in the casc of every one who- frust. in Jesus Churist as Has
Saviour, for holiness 1s conferred upon him likewise, so that he wilf

bo prepared even for that dreadful aay.

We urge you, therefore, as you value yaur own happinéssf
cver, to examine this great subject, and to ask God hinself i§
enable you, by His Holy Spiril’s teaching, to do 56 anght. Thi
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wer it and examine it in private ; do so with others also Lo whom
as well as to yourself, this lctter is addressed ; canfine your at-
tenmon to the one point, whether or not those persons are to Le

believed who said they saw Jesus Christ after e Lad risen from

he dead : If you do so, you will be convinced by all, the rules of
evidence, that Jesus Christ did vise from the dead, aud that theres

‘ore the Gospel is a true and the only Revelation from God.

Then be courageous and cmbrace it publicly : for He sud
Himself <« whosooever shall be ashanred of me and of my woids, n
this adulterous and sinful eencration, of him also shall the Son
of Man be ashamed when He cometh in the Glory of His Father
with the Holy Angels” We long to see eburches thronged with
the natives of thisland, in which the ¢lad tidings of the Gospel
shall recularly be proclaimed by your own countrymen, and not
by strangers on‘ly; in which women, ns well as men, shall be wreed
to vepent of their sins, and to prepue to meet their God; in
vhich children shall be taught lessons of morality and truth, to
ruide their conduet 1n. this world, and lessons of holiness and

peace to fit. them for the next, ata in which death shall be spoken

of as an 2nemy no longer to be feared, for Lis sting has been taken

way by “ Gur Saviour Jesus Christ who hath abolished death, and

srought life apd 1mmortality to light through the Gospel.” That
his will yet be the case we are assured by God himself: we lone
‘or the tiine when it shall be fully realized. Why not in this ge-
seration ? Would it not be an 1infinite improvement upon the
oolish, decrading and wicked idolatry, which now defiles the

and ? “ We speak as to wise men, judge ye what we say.”

*.0 Any answers that may be sent to this letter, will be received and acknnrw-

redged, D, V., if addressed to the care of LK. Edmond, Esq., Caleutta, prepaid,

t
!
¥
z
T
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APPTANDIX NO. II.

TRANSLATION OF A PERS[AN NOTICE
ISSUED BY H. H THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
OF BENGAL.

His Honor the Licutenant Governor of Bengal, having heard '{
tlat the peopleof the Courtry are unnecessanly apprehensive aud 1

uneasy on acconnt of certain unreasonable and unfounded stories, i
fabricated and spread Ly people equally unreasonable and prejudi-
ced, with regzard to the relizious rites and ceremounies of the Hin- §
doos and Muhamaduns, hereby notifies that Government has no |

intention of interfering in the matters of religion, rites and cer-
monies of the country, nor can it ever have such an intention,

His Honor is sorry to find that the people of this country ave
unnccessarily alarmed at stories invented by seditions pewgons, .
and that they do not try t® ascertain the truth. He hopes that
when the fucts are made known to them, all suspicions will be
removed from their minds, and that they will rest assured as re-
oards the inteuntions of the Government towards them. The
principal object of the Government is and ever shall be to protect
the life, honor, and property of its subjects, to respect their laws
and customs and to do what 1t can to pronfote ~“their welfare. J

Some of the Calcutta Missionaries have, as i3 theiwr wont, ﬂ
bLut WltliDUL the sauction of the Government, published religious !
discourses and circulated them amongst sthe patives who havef
wrongly uhderstood them to have come indirectly fromn the
Covernment. The Government has bowever had no hand in
the affair. No attempt was evar made on behalf of (Government
to persuade the natives to cmbrace the faith professed by the
Government. Itis evident that the inhabitants of this country
beloug to different races and profess different creeds apd religions,

aud are governed by different laws. They have how been long |
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aving under the protection of the Government, but the Govern-
nont, iustead of | interfering n the religious rites and ceremonies of
auy class of its subjects, always regarvds them all as equal 1
its sicht. The proceedings of the Christian Ministers above allud-
ed to arc part of their ordinary duties. They are in fact lectuies of
the same kind as are generally delivered in Muhamadan Mosques
and Hindoo temples on suljects bearing upon faith. A httle con-
sideratidbn  will shew that there 1s nothing uew 1o the matter,
that discussions on relizious subjects are common amongst the
votaries of different faiths, and that the Government has no concern
with them.

The reports, spread in some News-papers that all the
Muharram-ceremonies, the parda system of the Zenana, the rite
of cifcumcission and other rites and ceremnoutes practised under
Mubamadan and Bindoos Laws are soon*to be done away with by
orders of Government must be constdered as false and fabrieated

stortes. These reports have no ground whatever. The Governumient
cannot possibly meddle with these ceremonies.

To distinguish the Jull from the liome, certain Juil Su-
perintendents, ignorant of the customs ud crceds of the conutry,
divested prisoners of thidir necessary utensils used in eatine and
drinking, and of course without the knowledee and ennsent of the
Government. Dut no sooner was this brought to notice of Govern -

ment than orders were telegraphed to put a stop to ther proceed-
1075,

His Honor has been further given to nnderstand  that

‘the wnhabitants of this country rerard the estallishment of Selianlc

and Celleges for the education of the natives in Arts and Sciences

and 1 the Eunalish lanrruvre as a means to mislead them from

their faith, and that for this reason they are disinclined to

SCHHt
rl.hur children to School.-

This is uudoubtedly a creat  mistalie of
‘thmrs. The step has been misunderstood by the peaple

|
|

t\. ]I'j1l"1."
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ing that the natives of Iudia ave generally ignorant and therefore h

live in want, the Supreme Goverament has been pleased to estal- |

hish Schools and Colleges for their education iu Sciences and
" - L] L iq
Arts of life, and for the amelioration of their condition in general, _

and to appoint Tospectors and native subordinates to superinte nd é
f

the work, so that the people may earn their bread more comfort-
ably and hve i a better style.

It is a well known fact that the people of England, by theuwr ;
advancement in learnine, are able to do every thing properly, where- ‘5
as the people of India owing to their ignorance can do nothing. If
knowledee be cener:lly diffused amoug them, all would live much

more comfortably than they do now. It is a matter of great re-

avet, that the people have misunderstood the policy and the good
inter tions of Government in matters of education. His Honor
however believes that the origin of all these e®ls 1s a misappre-
heusion on the part of the ynatives, and that they do not praceed
{rom }Jrejudicés or ill feclines. Be it known that by the speead or
Lnchsh education Government s simply desirous of opening to .
the people of Indin a path to all arts and Sciences, and not to |
mislead them from their relizion and time-honoved customs and
habits. It must howevef be well boree in miud that works re-
lnting to all arts and Sciences at present exist only in the English
lansuace, and new discoveries and inveutions arc every day being .

brought to licht. Moreover, Enghsh being the language of the ru-%

lers of the country it is one of the duties cf the subjects to learn §
it alone v.ith Urdoo ur Bengau, so that they may rise in honor §
and live in areater case and comtfort. The native tongue of the
country has been adopted as the language of the Court with a

view that the common people may be able to understand their

pmceed 1128,

i< Honor the Lieutenant Governor having scen and hmrdf
Sineh about the state of the country and the condition of the
people is detarmined to do his best in their behalf, and to raise all
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crasses of Her majesty’s subjects in honor and respectabality by
means of thear education, aud H. H. therefore notifies the above to
H. Majesty's loyal subjects that they may rest well assured of
the good intentions of the Government towards them, and tuke
heart and work contentedly praying to God sincercly for the
prosperity of their bemgn Government.

1

APPENDIX NO. III.

.

THE OLD P'INDARLE

-— e

Allalyis great, my children, and kind to a slave lilie me,
The big Saheb’s tent has wone from under t

¢ Ceepul tree,

With his horde of hunery chiuprasces, and otly sons of the quill—

1 paid them the bribe they wanted, and Satan will sete my Uil

ft’s not that 1 care for money, or expect a doo to be cleun,

If I were lord of the Ryots, they'd starve ere I crew lean—-

ButI'd soonerbe robbed by a tall man, who shew'd me a yard of sted

Thau be fleeced by a smoking Bubvo, with a peon aud badee at i
heel.

There goes my lord the Iiringee, who tall:s so civil and bland,

Dut raves like a soul in Jehiwonnm, if T don't qute uoderstand—

He begins by calling me Sabib, and euds by cadling me fool,

He las taken my old sword from me, and tells me to sct HpQ
school |

Set up a school in the village, ““ and my wishes ave,” says lie,

“That you'll make tle boys learn ves b or vou'll cet a lesson

from me.”

Well-—Ram Lall the Telee mocks me, and pounded my cow L.t
rals—

He's got three greasy young urchins, and I'll sce thatthey take pains
. TL - C v e 3
E There comes o settlement Hakim to teach me to plough aud weed,
(I sowced the cotton he gave me, but tirst 1 Lulled the seeil)

Hﬁ 1. ... | N o ‘e e . |
¢ hikes us huwble farmers, and speaks 5o cracious and wise

Marfat.com



1
114 A
As he asks of * - — . . TJ 'I
A5 heasks of our manners wnd customs, T tell him a pavcel of lies, |
“ Look,” says the school Firingee, ““ what a silly old man you be, |

r 1 - *
You can'’t read, write, mor cipher, and your grandsons do all three.

They'lt check the Mabajan’s bigures, and reckon the tenant's corn, “_‘ '

And vead good books about London, and the world afore you .
were born.”

Well—I may be old and foolish, for I've scventy years well told,

And the Sahibs have governed me forty, so my heart and hands
oot cold,

Gould boys they are my grandsous, I kuow, but they’ll never be nmen,

ouch as I was at twenty-fve, wher the sword was King of the pen,

Ah—I rode a Dececance charger, with the saddle cloth gold laced,

And a Persian swerd, and a twelve foot spear, and a pistol at my
walst.—

My son lc keeps.a tattoo, and I grieve to sce hun astride,

Jogging away to cuichery, and swaying from side to side.

My father was an Affelan, and came from Candalar,

He rode with Nawal Amir Khan in the old Mahratta war.
From the Deecan to the Himalayas, five hundred of one clan,

Lhey asked no leave from king or chief, as they swept o’er Hindos-
tan.

My mother was a Brabminee, but held to my father well,

Shie was saved fiom the sack of Jaleysir, when a thousand Hindoo
fell —

Her Kindied died 1n the sally, so shie followed where he went.

And hived hike a bold Patthanee in the shade of a rider’s teut.

IUs many a year gove bye now, but yet I often dream

O: a long duwrk mareh to the Juinpa, and splashing across the
stream.

The waving moon on the water, and the spears in the dun star-
lizht,

As I rode in front of my mother, and wonderad at the sight.

But the Dritish chased Amcer Khap, and the roving times must

CCASC,
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My father got this village, and he sowed his crops in peace
But I was young and hot of blood, it was no life for me,
So I took to the Inlls of Malwa, and became a Pindarce.
Praise to the name Almighty, there is no God but one.
Mahomed 15 his prophet, and his will shall ever be done—
Ye shall take no use for money, nor your faith for lucre sell,

Ye shall make no terms with the infidel, but smite his soul to 1l¢ll,

Tell me, ye men of Islam, who are living in slavish ease,

Who wrangle before the Firingee, for a poor man’s lost rupecs—

Are ye better than were your fathers, who plundered with old
Chetoo,

Aund squeezed the greedy traders as the traders now squeeze you ?

Down there a Mahsajan lives, my iather gave him a bill,

I bave paid the man thrice over, and here I am paymnz him still,

He shows me a long stamp paper, and muyst have my land, must lic ?

If I were twenty year younger, he sh’d get six feet by three,

And 1f [ were forty year younger, and my life before me to clicose

I would'nt be lectured by kafirs, or bullied by fat Hindoos,

But I'd go to some far off country, where Mussalmen still arc men,

Or take to the forest like Chetoo, and dic in a tiger's den,

}
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21 Mecklenburgh Sq.
W.(.
14th Dec. 1869

My Dear Sir,

".In yours now under reply you honour me by
asking my opinion "as to the extent to which the mutiny o
1857 grew into a popular rebellion the N.W. Provinces”
and express your opinion that it was not a mere "Nilitary
Mutiny”. As far as my personal knowledge extends
respecting the sepoy revolt in 1857, and trom all that 1 have
learnt from investigation | find that even the use of the
expression "Military Mutiny” conveys an idea ot something
more than the real fact. It cannot he denied that the use ot
the greased cartridges did violence to the superstition of the
sepoys who consequently determined not to bite the same.
Almost all the sepoys had unanimously resolved never to
bite the cartridge, which determination was the only charge
that could be brought against them, till a very <evere
punishment was intlicted upon them at Meerut, «
punishment which produced a strong impression on the
minds of these men that they must either bite the greased
cartridiges or suffer the punishment ot their disobedience,
And it was then and not betore that the discontent of the
sepoys grew into a Military Mutiny. T am strongly of opinion
that, it betore the infliction of punishment the alternative
either ot hiting the cartridges or resigning the service had
been offered to them, the sepoys would undoubtedly have

peaceably withdrawn themselves from the Company’s
service.

It the real facls connected with the revolt 1y the NVVP
be calmly enquired into, 1 do not think that the events wihich

happened there can properly be designated as "Popular
rebellion”.

Undoubtedly  the people of the NWP  were
dissatisfied with the Company’s rule and this in a greal
measure was owing to the following causes: - the decay o
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he respectable tamibies, without the void they left being
tillec up by others-the non-existence of any means by which
the  the  native  community  could  procure honourable
situations, and more especially-the torfeiture ol the Muafee
(right ot holding lands without paying any rent to Govt.)
wlnich act ot the authorthies was considered g great injustice
by the natives; and lastly to some other causes of less
importance. it may also be safely asserted that the Govt's
exercise of the "right of Predominant Power” a power subjed!
to no regulations and unlimited, and the interference in a
way till then unknown, in the cases of adoption and lapse,
vad created a distrust in the mmds of the native chiefs who
verhaps did no longer think themselves secure. It docs
wwever by no means appear that even this stimulated them
0 revolt or to take any part in the rebellion, tor no native
chiefs  whatever  who  were  in possession  of  their
principalities, not withstanding the distrust with which they
looked upon the Company’s rule committed themselves by
any act of rebelhion against the government. Quitting the
subject of the Military Mutiny | shall now briefly describe the
character of the rebellion in NW Provinces. The rebellion in

the NWP was assuimed these forms;
>

1st Robbers and dacoits who were kept down by the
power and strength of the Govt, now assembling in numbers
not only attacked wayfarers but also plundered villages and
even towns.

2nd Some of the minor chets whose families had
fallen into decay endeavoured the resuscitation ot their
ancestral power. This sort of mutiny occurred in few places
only: Cawnpore, Bareilly, Bijnour and Furruk habad. Some of
these parties tried to have themselves restored while others
were compelled by the mutineers to make an effort.

3rd Some of the lower classes, varniously employed
entered the service ot such rebellious chiets.

The first kind of rebellion cannot strictly be deemed
against the Govt. The third sort of rebellion also although
undoubtedly a crime cannot be called a regular rebellion. it
we take into consideration the then state of India where

1
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serving a rehellious chiel was nol considered equivalent 1o
m act of rebellion.

Thic notion had taken deep root n the native ming
in times previous to the Company’s rule when chiets tough
with cach other and when engaging in the military service o
either party was not considered as a arime. The second <ol
of revoll was indeed of a serious nature, but this bad teeling
was exclusively contined to the above mentioned rebelhots
chiefs and was never gem-ml. As far as | know the
population of no parl of the NWP tried or even thought o
rendering any assistance 1o the nalive rebellious chicts,
much less than of subventing the British rule. A greal ool
of-the justice of this assertion lies in the fact that as soon as
the mutinious troops and the rebellions chiefs were expelled
from a District peace was immediately restored.

i therefore think that the mutiny ot 1857 wes not J
popular rebellion. To a buropean mind unacquainted with
the state of India, the very name of rebellion at once catries
with it an idea that the people of the country must have
taken part, in it, and the real tacts are thus ignored.

With feelings of sincere regard, and hoping the

above will suffice to give you some idea of my humble
opinon.

| remain, Dear Str
Very truly yours
Syed Ahmed’
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i them tor the next, and in which death shall be spoken o
as an enemy no longer to be teared, tor his sting has been
taken away by "Our Saviour Jesus Christ who hath abolished
death, and brought lile and immortality to light through the
Gospel.” That this will yet be the case we are assured by
God himselt: we long for the time when it shall be fully
realized. Why not in this generation? Would it not be ar
ntinite improvement upon the toolish, degrading e
wicked idolatry, which now defiles the land? "We <peak as
Lo wise men, judge ye whal we say."

Amnyoanswers that o mayv be sent to thes letter. will e 1ecened oo

acknonledged DVt addressedto the care ot £ Edmond, Esq., Calcuttn, prrepod

vy e u dmew se— [y W -
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the nails in His hands, and into that caused by the spear in

o P F
His side: but even he was satisfied!

We earnestly entreat you to consider these facts; if
there is any flaw in the evidence, point it out; but if not, then |
admit that it is true, that jJesus Chrst did rise from the
dead,— and embrace the Gospel. )

This resurrection of Jesus Christ 1s an assurance unto
all men, that God hath appointed a day in which He will
judge the world in righteousness: you will then stand before
Him; you will be called upon to answer for the evil thoughts, |
the evil words, and the evil actions of which you have been |
guilty. Are you prepared to do so? There i1s no man living
who is. But all guilt is pardoned in the case of every one
who trusts in Jesus Christ as His Saviour, for holiness 1s
conferred upon him likewise, so that he will be prepared '\
even for that dreadful day.

We urge you, therefore, as you value your own
happiness for ever, to examine this great subject, and to ask
God himself to enable yoli, by His Holy Spirit's teaching, to
do so aright. Think over it and examine it in private; do so
with others also to whom, as well as to yourselt, thi§ letter is
addressed; confine your attention to the one point, whether
or not those persons are to be believed who said they saw
Jesus Christ after He had risen from the dead: if you do so,
you will be convinced by all the rules ot evidence, that Jesus
Christ did rise from the dead, and that therefore the Gospel
is a true and the only Revelation from God.

- S T A

Then, be courageous and embrace it publicly: for He
said Himself "whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my |
words, in this adulterous and sinful generation, ot him aiso
shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He cometh in the
Glory of His Father with the Holy Angels." We long to see
churches tHronged with the natives of this land, in which the
glad tidings of the Gospel shall regularly be proclaimed by
your own countrymen, and not by strangers only; in which
women, as well as men, shall be urged to repent of their
sins, and to prepare to meet their God; in which children
shall be taught lessons of morality and truth, to guide their
conduct in this world, and lessons of holiness and peace to

B — R — — L R S NEEE L Rk
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ignorant and unlettered men, they persuaded thousands, a\
over the Empire, to believe them, to forsake their own
religion, and to embrace the one they taught,
notwithstanding scorn and death: they held out no promises
ol carthly comfort and honor to induce men to believe them,
but rather the contrary: they were not satistied with a formal
adhesion to their views; but they required self-derwal and
holiness of life, which all men naturally dislike; they said that
even the new religion would not save any man; had yet
though they thus gained nothing themselves, and told others
that they must not expect to gain anything either, they
satisfied men that Jesus did rise again! and this so
effectually, that from the most obscure corner ot the Roman
Empire, the doctrine preached by uneducated fishermen,
about a poor carpenter’'s son, spread over the whole Empire
even after their death, and overthrew every other system of
religion though sanctioned by the consent of ages!

We have likewise the evidence of persons who did
not become preachers of the New Doctrine, to prove the
tact ot the Resurrection of Jesus Christ: the soldiers who
where placed as a guard at the grave saw it, and told the
priests of i, and they found it necessary to invent an absurd
story to account for the admitted disappearance of the body!

The only evidence which any person could desire,
which we do not possess, is that of the public: it may be
said why did He not show Himself publicly to all, especially
to those persons who put Him to death? Various reasons
may be assigned for this, derived from the nature of the
doctrine which He taught; into these it is impossible at
present to enter: but it must be observed, that the want of
this evidence in no way affects the truth of that which we do
possess: it a number of persons who knew Him intimately,
said Him and spoke to Him, and ate with Him upon several

+  occastons, it certainly does not tend to shake their evidence
to ask, why did not others see Him also? Whenever He
appeared, all who were present at that place at that time
saw Him, upon one occasion to the number of 500! So that

It was not an apparition, but a reality. One person, by name
Thomas, said that he would not believe that it was really his

~.~ old triend, till he had put his hand into the holes caused by

g | BREVE

— el ——
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A man called Jesus was born in a place called

Bethleham, in the land of Judea, about 1859 years ago. He

was a man of low birth, and in poor circumstances, but he |

protessed to be a teacher sent by God to point out the only
way which would lead unto God. After going about the
country for three years preaching, he was put to death by
e Roman Government at the solicitation of the Jewish
Pricots. So far all is admitted universally: the death of Jesus Is
3 fuct, as the death of Julius Caesar is a fact, and no person
thinks of doubting the one fact more than the other. The

Jews, the greatest enenies of Jesus and his doctrine, glory in |

it, and they are the best witnesses we could desire.

| lis followers say, that he rose again from the dead. :

|
}
;
;
|

This is the one great fact upon which the whole system of
Christianity depends; if it is true, the Gospel is true—ior no
person could rise from the dead except by the power of .

God. and God would not raise from the dead any person
whose life and doctrine was not pleasing unto Him; it it is
false, the Gospel is false.

we would respectiully and earnestly urge you to
direct your whole attention to this one point. Did Jesus fise
irom the dead, or did he not? We must bring witnesses of
the fact, here they are; Peter, James, John, Matthew,
Mathias, Thomas, Jude, Mary Magdalen, Cleophas and 500
others, whose names are not now known. Many of these
persons were the chosen friends, who had been constantly
with jesus for three years before his death; they could no!
therefore have been mistaken as to his person: they came
fonvard within 50 days of his death and declared that he
had risen again, in the very place where, and among the
very people by whom, he had been crucified; they had
nothing to gain by this declaration, but every thing to lose.
nol improbably their own lives, and yet they persuaded
some thousands of persons that what they said was

irue—so much so that the name of this despised and hated |

man was now, by those who had rejected Him, worshipped

and revered: they continued telling the same fact as long as

they lived, not only in Judea, but over ali the Roman Empire:

many of them showed their sincerity by allowing themselves |

r'-"-.'.‘:-". :...r

0 be put to torture and death for saying so, when they

might have escaped, had they only said it was false: though
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TO THE EDUCATED NATIVES OF INDIA

The time appears to have come when carnest
consideration should be given 1o the subtect, whether or nol
1 men should embrace the same system of Religion.
Raihvays, Steam Vessels and the Electric Telegraph, arc¢
rapidly uniting all the nations of the earth: the more they arv
brought together, the more certain does the conclusion
become, that all have the same wants, the same anxieties,
the same hopes, the same fears, and therefore, the same
nature and the same origin. It 1s also very certain that death
aniversally closes the scene.

1< there, then, no means by which the sorrews and
Jnnicties of lite can be alleviated, and by which comtort can
be given to all men in the hour of death? Is it rational to
suppose that each nation is 10 find out a way for itselt, by
mere guess? or has the one God, who made all, appointed
different methods of obtaining present and future happiness
to ditferent portions of His family? — Surely, this cannot be.

Now CHRISTIANITY is a system which protesses to
have come by direct revelation from God Himself, as the
only syslem by which happiness can be secured in this
world or in that other world which it reveals. It has this
peculiarity to distinguish it trom every other system of
religion in the world, that it appeals to the reason as well as
to the heart of man, and it is the only system in the world,
which has spread by the mere force of argument. lhe
nations which believe in it are the most thoughtful and the
nost cvilised in the earth, so that it has, at all events, a
claim to be heard on it's own behalt.

Having received the greatest blessings from I
ourselves, we are anxious that others also should be induced
lo receive them, and therefore, this solemn and earnest
appeal is made to you to examine this important subject for
yourself. The arsuments in its favour are very numerous; this
naper will dwell only upon one of them, but that one will be
~aite sulticient to establish the point.
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The league of the Indian army against the use
of the new cartridges, formed after January
1857/.

The impropriety ot punishing the Non-
commissioned officers at Meerut, which
touched the vanity of the Indian forces.

Want ot confidence in the Indian torces
towards Government after the occurrences at
Meerut.

Why the mutiny did not break out in the
Punjab, and its causes,




V.

Neglect

A

Poverty the cause ot the subjects rejoicing at
the idea of a change ot Government and
wishing tor it. |

in matters which should have received

consideration of Government.

1.

o I

Want of cordiality towards the Indians. In
ancient times as long as this was not
observed by the reigning powers, tranquifity
was not established.

Treating the Indians with contempt.

The ill temper and uncourtly address ot local
authorities towards the natives.

The ill-treatment more repugnant to the
feelings of the Mahomedans, and their
causes.

Exclusion of natives from promotion to high
appointments. Ltord Bentinck’'s system ot
employing natives in high grades of service
an inadequate one.

The not holding of Durbars by the Governor
General of India, and not conferring on
Indians the rank and honors due to merit
according to the usage of former Emperors.
The observation of these rules by Lord
Auckland and Lord Ellenborough, a very
proper one.

The tacts of the rebellion in India appeared

more serious to the authorities than they
reality were, their causes.

The promulgation of H.M.’s Proclamation

highly commendable, indeed may be said to
have originated under divine inspiration.

The insubordinate state of the Indian forces.

1.
2.

3.

The paucity of English forces.

The  employment of Hindoos  and
Mahomedans in the same Regiment.

It these two castes formed distinct
Regiments, perhaps the Mahomedans would
not have objected to use of the new
cartridge. '

The pride of the Indian forces and its causes.
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10. introduction of the messing system in the ;
Jails. ‘
11. The circulation of Mr. Edmond’s letters from |
Calcutta. 5
12. The Interterence in religious matters more |
repugnant  to  the  feelings ot  the ]
Mahomedans and its causes.
The promulgation ot objectionable  Law  and
procedures.
1. Act XXt ot 1850.
2 Act XV. of 1856. Giving liberty to females. |
3. The promulgation of certain Acts in case E
wherein the parties are of one religion. |
4. The resumption ot maafees. ’r
5. The speeches of Lord Munro and the Duke of
Wellington on the subject. |
0. The public sales of Zemindaree rights. \
7. Heavy assessment of lands. |
8. The aboliton ot Talookdaree  rights,
particularly in the Oude Provinces.
0. The introduction ot the stamp paper. The

system ot il administration in the Bengal
Provinces superior to that in the Punjab, but
recuires revision in certain points,
lgnorance of Government of the state of the country
and their subjects.

1. Local authorities generally unacquainted with
the condition of their subjects.

2. Overwhelming  poverty ot the Indians,
particudarly of the Mahomedans,

3. Scarcity of employment generally ot the
Mahomedans, whose  profession 1S
commonly  service, were  particularly

impnveriﬁhed. The same cause mduced them
1o serve the rebels on one anna and one and
half anna or 1 seer of flour per diem.

4. The stoppage of Charitable pensions and

oreat measure to the

ﬁtipenclr« tending in a g

poverty of the Indians.
The 1nvestment of ('..mital in Govertiment
loans.
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18.

19.
20.

i
|

15.

16.

17.

11

The same persons whose seals are said to be affixed
to the Futwa, at Delhie protecled the lives and honor
of the Christians.

The Bengal army were not previously in league for an

outbreak.

Nor was there any league between the army and the

Ex-King, though it is not improbable some Sepoy or

Non-Commissioned Officer may have been his

disciple

The non-admission of a native as a Member into the

Legislative Council was the original cause of the

outbreak.

The importance of such an admission discussed.

The inadmission of such a Member proved a

hinderance to the development of the good feelings

of the India subject towards the Government, and of
their good intention towards them; on the contrary,
contrary effects were produced.

The outbreak of the Rebellion proceeded trom the

following five causes:

Misunderstanding on the part of the Indians.

1. Apprehensions of interference of

Government with the religions and customs

of the Indians.

Mentions of the Secundra Orphan system,

Religious discussions being carried to a great

height during the present time.

4. The Covenanted Officers assumed the
Missionary functions. Preaching of the
Gospel by the Missionaries.

5. The establishment of Missionary Schools and

the Covenanted Officers attending

examination at them.

Village Schools.

The introduction of female education.

Alterations in the usual system ot education

in large Colleges.

9. The issue of Government Proclamation, on
the subject of admitting Government College

English  students to appointments In
preference to other candidates.

i

S
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10.

11,

12.

13.

14,

12

INDEX TO CONTENTS

Definition of "Rebellion" exemplified with instances.
Why it is resorted to?

The Rebellion of 1857 did not originate from a single
cause but from complication of causes.

The distribution of "Chuppatties” had not league for
its object.

Russia and Persia not chargeable with a league in
this matter.

The subject of the Proclamation which was found in
the tent of a Persian Prince discussed.

The Despatch of a Firman by the Ex-King of Delhie
to the King of Persia not improbable, but not the
origin of rebellion.

The annexation of Oude not the cause of the general
rise.

The league not formed with the view of overthrowing
the Government of strangers.

The position of tRe Ex-King of Delhie well known
within the town and its environs, but over-rated in
the distant Provinces.

The declaration of Lord Amherst in the year 1827-to
the effect that the sovereignty of India belonged to
the British Government, and that it no longer existed
in the Timour family, did not offend any one.

The Mahomedans did not contemplate jehad against
the Christians prior to the outbreak.

The preaching of Jehad in India 35 years before, with
this reservation—that its practice against the British
Government was opposed to the doctrines of the
Mahomedan religion, and from the same cause its
practice on the other side of the Indus provinces, i.e.,
against the Seiks, was held lawful.

None of the acts committed by the Mahomedan
Rebels during the disturbances were in accordance
with the tenets of the Mahomedan religion. The
Futwa of Jehad printed at Delhie was a counterfeit
one—a large number of the Moulvees who
considered the King of Delhi a violater of the law,
left off praying in the Royal Mosque.
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PREFACE

The events of the year 1857 A.D., unparalleled in
history, at least in the history of this country, have occupied
the attention of many, who either from inclination or from
their connection with the management of this country, have
set themselves to search for the true causes of the startling
occurrences which have transpired, and each one has put
forward his views in conformity with the amount of
information or capacity of which he was possessed.

The Government, after a careful investigation into all
the circumstances, which have occurred since the
disaffection of the Sepoys was first made apparent at
Barrack-poor, has shown by the terms of the Royal
Proclamation, that it has ascertained the true state of the
case, but at the same time there are many minor matters
which in all probability have not come to the notice of
Sovernment, and as it is the duty of all to bring forward
such information as they may possess, and as natives of this
country are probably best acquainted with the causes of the
rebellion, | have deemed it incumbent upon me, more
especially as | have been honored and rewarded by
Government for my poor services during this unhappy time,
to record for the information of the authorities in this

country and in England, my opinion in reference to this
eventful crisis.

— e, el E—

Syud Ahmed Khan,
Principal Sudder Ameen,
Moradabad.
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954.0317 Syed Ahmad Khan, Sir
Asbab-e-Baghawat-e-Hind (Teen
ghair matbo'a mazameen)/ mo'alfah
Salim-al-Din Qurairhi. — Lahore;
Sang-e-Meel Publications, 1997
85, 127p.
1. Tareekh - Hindostan. 2.
Baghawat-e-Hind. |. Title.
ll. Salim-al-Din Qurairhi.
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